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Jews or even because ail Xevw., were disiifceabie. Its ong 
iual grouuds were religious— not iicmnal not sijciial not 
economic not poUucal It was postulated dsat tiie people 
who denied Chnst must not be admitted to the free Me of 
tJieir neighlKiiits From time to hme biooc^ attempts were 
made to aiiNsnge the Passion on he!|dcss groups whose an 
cesters m a iMiote age and land were said to ha^e been 
resjponsible for it At present, diat line of attack has been 
eompletelj? abandoned— ofiKsafly at least and so httte 
is the Jewish Pioblem conceived on a rehgmus basis 
ftat now in Ckmtaoy even persons whose parents or 
grundpainnts or great^gntiidpareaU) wem converted to 
Chdstiamtjfv and who are themseives devoted sons of the 
Qimxdi are submitted to a persecution as ferocious as 
£hat directed against their remote kmmten who profess 
Judaism. 

But throughout the history of anti Seamtism tbe hue of 
attack has changed perpetually When rdigioa came to 
couM: for less m the 1 ^ of the Western world, it was 
_h!p^ht up against die Jewis that they ccm&ii^J fhofUse^ves 
'^40 and commerce ami shewed no aptitude for the 


&nr centuries That is a matter to wtukli we wfli have to 
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not take the -my to the Danube because Ihc<< cannot ary 
fflo*"® than the vnad caa bid iticif lwusc bloniat oi tit 
tarn cease faihng 

I beg leave to give a very homelv n stutste ot the ssn^t 
m which I consider the Jewish Probkm in t-isim c a 
Gentile Problem A close acqua ntatitc of mn <- is 4 c 
tain Irishman of mixed pedign,*. the dog Paddy iS 
to my friend John Smith as tht. ippie of Ixiih las eys-s 
Paddy dislikes Scotch terners it 15 enough for ont- to piss 
within twenty yards for Paddy to dcaftn die neiGihour 
hood with challenges and msuits It is a prictici, which 
John Smith deplores which therefore he docs bn best 
£0 check— all the mors as the objects of Paddy s detest i 
hon are often moSeasive creatmes who msklom speak 
first Despite all his affection for paddy he constderi* as 
I do that Paddy s unmannedy behanour is due to some 
measure of ongmal sm in Paddy It has no* yet ixsen 
suggested to ns tliat vdiat is here involved is a Scotch 
Terrier Problem and that when Paddy attacks n neighbour 
who IS peacefully engaged in inspect ng the eicnmg 
it IS the neighbour who should be arraigned for muting 
to attack by the fact of his existmicc 

It IS not my intention to suggest that all Scotch 
Temers and all Tews are alike umocuous On the con 
tiaiy I am well aware that there are some Scotch 
Teeners as well as some Jews who are criminal as there 
axe some Aisahans too both canine and hnsimu who 
ate ctiminal There are moreover oe'tair Tews m no 
sense criminal whom I a Jew find as noxious oS any tiso 
Spaniards can find each other so does my f lend John 
Smith John Smith has, hoviever a mors signal pecu 
lianty He finds it impossible to be m the same room as 
an albmo Yet he does not for that reasfon piopose to 
exclude albinos from the study of mi'dicme ewf the honour 
able calhng of selhng newspapers 

Yet and did not come mto being because 
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I ix-s or even b«e u-t „U wart d si keabL Its ortg 
if il grvn ids wt-x* rvli^iou — not pti,rscinial not s^^ial not 
u tiomjv. not poluiv U It was postulated iiiat tbe people 
V 1)0 dvnjv,d C hnst must no» bt adrauted to the free life of 
th ir neii.h''H3!rs From li ou to time btoodj attempts were 
made to !vt,npe the Fission on helpless groups whose an 
cc lofs til a itmote ago and land vxere said to Iwvc been 
responsible for it At prvsen that laic of attauK has been 
conpktc’j ihandorn^d—ojB*-! illy at iegst and so httlo 
ts the Jtwjsh Problem conceived on a roltfcjous babjs 
tn^t now in Germany even persons whosv parents or 
grandpirvnts or gruit grandpanmtfe w/ers. convertiwl to 
Cftnstnmtv and who are dieiasvlvts devoted sons of the 
Church arv submitted to a p'-rsecution as fcrocioiis as 
that directed agnin^t their remote Icinsmen who profess 
Judiism 

But throughout the history of anb-Setmtisna the bne of 
attiek has changed perpelaallv When leligioa came to 
count for less n the life of tlje Western world it was 
brought up against tbe Jews that thev confined themselves 
t|> trade and commerce and shewed so aptitude for the 
professions (irom which thev had been ngorousiy excluded 
for centuries That is a matter to which we will have to 
revert bter) This was one of the principal cnticisms 
brought forward rather more than a centuiy ago when it 
was first poposed to confer the tights of citizens upon 
lews A deliberate and suoiessful attempt made 
by leaders of the Jewish communities to divert their yoimg 
jEXtople fuHO stominerce to the professions with a result 
which IS well known It Is^er became one of the mam 
charges against the Jews m certain coimtcies that they 
occupied a place in the professions utterly disproporfios 
ate to tbeir numbete 

Oae asks oneself oa what basis is an ethically just jao- 
portion to be worked out Can it be mamtauted that ^ere 
ate, for i too many Scotsman who are icfaool* 
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tnasters or Welshmen ’who are mintrs m pr pcrtien n 
their total number'^ Is rf not natural that Jcwt» >rh ild 
manifest an almost indecent eathusiassn to i,nroJ 
m those callings from which thty hid httn extlutkd 
for so many centurK^*’* Is it not reasi nablc to tssumc 
does not eipenence m fact teach us, th n such i i tbiKi isms 
sober down as a community tinds its own lv,vt.l with the 
lapse of two or three generations'^ And tuiiiji> do net 
all these conside-ations overlook die fact hat (he m^st 
important qualifications for a surgeon about to nmputate 
your left Iqg is his ability to amputate >our !ef* 

It would be easy to multiply instances of this anti 
Semitic mconsismncy the pretext for which changu not 
mmely from time to time but from place to place. In the 
early years of this century when Russia was massacnog 
the Jews m the name of Holy Church Geitnan anfi Semitt^ 
were virulently protesting a^inst the position they had 
attained m the professions Drumont the father of French 
anti Semitism, was mveighmg agamst the r importance nt 
the world of finance and in England (where the world of 
finance was properly respected) certain labour leaders wete 
accusing them of sweated labour and overcrowding m the 
East End 

Finally 1 cannot forbear from msfancmg the immenmna! 
Jibe that the Jews have no appetite to be land workers, 
hewers of wood and drawers of water The jibe of course. 
Ignores the fact that the Jews had been evicted ftom the 
land m Pals^tme, where for a thousamS years thqy jhad 
hewn wood and drawn water where certain Jewish conh 
mumhes escaping the general doom have cordinueci to 
hew wood and draw water dunng all these subsequent eea 
tunes It is true, of course ^lat m those lands whetei 
Jews were forbidden to own or work land andm* the moist 
stringent penalties, they did hot own or work land, 
what happened m those countn^ where st last the Jews 
were allowed to the laud? In Russia, fix 
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wli«,rc Jewish a^ritu mnsts began to Bownoh under the <rid 
rctiUH tsie Shv laui of 1882 uprooted them froffl their 
hold! 1 * s> ^ b«ji has happeswd in South Germany and the 
Burgers’ sud la.e kao* too vvcU where there were t number 
of ot * estjb’tstitd Jewsih fenn^rs irdistinguisihable froaj 
♦bur iii,ij-bHt'v„rs except hy their rtligion ate wit 
»rc''Ses todiir of 8 return to Use {and it Paicstim. onex 
triip’cd sn sis sef saciificing fuvour Wc are not less 
witrosscs of thi towenng difficuittesi which oppose tfeefii 
in eur> jaarter 

Ihc tnih ot the milter is summarized bv Dr Roth in 
his in aluabie 7 he Jewish Contributtm to Cmbz&tton 
* An uifc,^ to the soil he wntes has mvanably mam 
fested Itself m Jewish history Jewish agneuitural settle- 
ments exist todav all over the world'* (Certain figures 
m this connexion wii* be given later ) “ The total number 
of Jews th<'oughout the world who look to agriculture is 
now nearly 700000 and the numbia' is mcreasmg almost 
daily The phenomenon is unique m the world today 
where the general tcadcncy is not towards, but away from, 
the land” 


& 

I think I have said enough to demonstrate the mcon- 
uistcscy of arti Jewish simtimcnt which veers reund ftill 
ciicie both m space and tune It is I think aueemetiy 
iBui^rsted m the old Talmudic story of a certain Roman 
Emperor wlto one day ordered a jewh,h peasant who had 
/Ufi saluted him to be executed for disloyalty and the 
next ^y ordered anotbesr Jewish peasant who had saluted 
iuro to be executed for pretentiousness. 

The Jew then, ss rei^ached as beiag now bteck now 
wlute, now both simultaneously Htc Jew knows more- 
ciesrly than the aab-Jew that there « bo logie w these 
mutiially cw reprooches. They arc attempted 
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latioaahzatiOTs of htstonc v tde^nrcad fn uJ k! 
it should be poiSibK lo traci^. pr4,5ud U (1 1 . f 
source 

In the first place the Jewi. const tjtc m evers count 
and m almost every city a Minont'. 11 t w to cij thev 
arc m one sense or another Dificrciit Hurt at v uti, is a 
breeding ground of prejudice It ufiJ He icmtmncrco fuM 
unfiavourably the Man Who Could bcc wn rex tved n 
Mr Wells s Countr'i of the Bbtid 1 am fcminded Ujo of 
a certain theological seniiinuy in wha^h a ddega 

tion approached a new student and a^ked htn m come 
what menacing terms, why he dta not wear sjpectacset; 
Moreover certain zoologists mamlam tliat among !>u’ 
human species too a penalty? is oPett atiuhcd to Jlse 
crime of being Different There is & good deal of cvidimce 
that some buds and perhaps some mammals a" wcl fother 
than bipeds) will attack injured specimen!, of their own 
species or those which have an abnonnai colouring O’* 
axe albmo In addition (as among ourselves) any un 
famihar bird will often be mobbed by other species Not 
to be umform, m nature as among men is always 
unfortunate and can be disastrous 

Not of course that among humans the Jews are alone 
m bemg a mmonty There are minorities in ev©y country 
m every environment, an every group both religious 
minorities such as (say) the Plymouth Ercthrt,ii m Eng 
land and ethmc minorities, such as (say) the Basques m 
France But the Jews haj^ea to be both an ethnic and 
a religious group That is to say those potions who pro- 
fess the reJigjous system known as Judaism are at ?he same 
time distinguished from their fellow-oitiasns to some esteut 
by reason of the fact that th^ are Jews by d^cent—fhat 
they belong to the ethnic group known as Jews It is as 
though all the Plymouth Brethren in Eagknd webs de- 
ficended from Basque refugees and that all (he dfiyr nd 
ants of Basque refugees m omfnsinci th« 
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ncl w nc e^varil popdar hilli Theif qiiahfi 

tt. ( 'Is for i)ij 'tni.lriU Nvould in tin's vast, be doubled 
1* n i ri I Jii'ii.-, 'ort. hcsitati,!* to ait. tise term mfiv 
t V isv i nsj bcj) rvii^rujct. and a. ik'h existtvi suieot! 
tiv utl ttv^ (r 4 . diiicxrnibit. m ©any countries But, 
tiu hss \s djstiU].* jshitblc H fact that he is so often 
imsil Here t?iin one must not generalize too 
ssutnjnpH Jc^s have tsjen scaled tn Italy ffor ex mple) 
sin c ti uid ceiumy im without i break and have 

'®fMi f juihat on tK Rhiiichnd since Uie -fouith centiirv 
it ;s at K 3sr j&,vcn tn tngJand whence they wvre excluded 
trom ihs tsi iteaih oefi ary to the seventeenth their pi-escnt 
stfttl 1‘tcr t da fe back for nearly tliree centunes Yet the 
f tst fennms SuicC the ttrst Dispersion anti Semitiiiu has 
been rt {lonsihlt for a sonstant stream of wandana’S from 
"O nil tvS of isersevution to countries of opportunity so that 
most lands wtotain a j,rtater or smaller proportion of 
foreign Jews, It is net surprising that strangers from 
mother umnlrv arc dishlccd when we are not at ail sure 
ahoiii a i-ispor from the next parish Look BiH* Fur 
observed a hero of one of Mr Punch s most 
famous dnmngs * Have arfabrickat up* exclaimed 
his compaijon without looking up What would he have 
said had thai i>tr‘>ngcr worn a beard while he himself was 
tle'in shaven for vice versa) and gone to a different place 
of worship to boot'’ 

The Jews are in a minority in stiS anotiier direction. 
Thev are marked off from their neighbours not only 
cthnicallv 'tnd rehyously but alas to a tonsiderabie extent 
vceayonally The circum^nLCcs of dieir history have 
made of them fis.e!ntiaay town dwellers and, as town 
dwellers largely arnffned to certain eaihn^ and pxo- 
fevsfons As I have already sugg^ted this balance is 
already redressaig itself—apparentiy if anything too 
qoick]^ The anti Semite gc^ A both ways, on the urban 
awiHES and the rural iDondabouta 
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Hie why the prcjudct. git t ibc i' g^iciwi 

refugees of the cightunth tvatuc'" <i d sst % ' v mia {*h: 
mneteentEii is simply ifi tt iht, Hi *:Ui.jn>is thcatv^J t,-? ’'arn.ty 
did piey found tfienis 5v<,5 in a ’ll ipdliuLit eivim,! 
ment they wert on dn. \nhdti. t cjittd a>id thw s* v,as 
no unsunnoantable ic-lig’ous b 'ntr Ki\vfs.ri t* ii and 
their new neighbours Huice thev vttrt d's'.miiJaft.d t tj idJv 
They advanced m social status the i d^.'^ udan s safer 
mamed with the aobsv fanuhes of the wourtiv fhtv enttwd 
mto the p®etags SsmaUaneo«‘-h thur Chnuhet were 
gradually abandoned At long tavt therv wis U Lft 
but a number of magnifa-ently endowed vn!rU3i,s hvini^h 
It IS said, render Uie fict of bung a Hugutrto orpfian ont 
of the most lucrative of all poss*Wc process ors m this 
country) and a group o^ families- who pndc tJKjn’.t'ves on 
their romantic origin m a fashion which wcuia havw 
sounded ludicrous two hundred years a|,o 

The Jews on the other band conwdcrtd as a group 
have refused to surrender their identity 't'hev bebeve inai 
the religious sj^tem evolved by their fathcri retains its 
value to the present day ’they feel that the religious 
prescriptions and die folk-ways eiolvtd during the long 
centuries of their history hnve an iriportancu of tbujr own 
They have ideas of decency m personal wd even natjonal 
relationships which if not thundered forth at Sinni have 
behind them the force of three millennia of history They 
chensh the ideas of universal peace hrst etnmdated by 
Isaiah TI»y are the heirs to a noble reUgioa& tnulitirm 
— old already at the time when Jesus was bom and in 
fact basic to his own teaching And {wlmtever individnsls 
among them may do or think) the JuwSt as a group con 
sider that this pnceless reh^ous henlage is not lighfly to 
be surrendered 

The prejudice that this attitude aroused was at least 
logical, m an age when men were acutely am of 
their souls and p upicd with their salvation and. 
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their reputed influence not even a minor Power will raise up 
its voice in protest when th^ are maltreated in one counti'y 
or another They have, in fact, ail the di^d vantages of 
a national mmonty without any of its advaa ages 
Thus the Jews combine aU the qualifications for misfor 
tune Not only are they a minority They are simol 
taneously a rehgious mmonty an ethnic mmonty an 
economic mmonty And above all they are an easily 
distinguishable mmonty It has been said that the pmt 
played m English economic life by the Quakers is out of 
all proportion to their numbers that duimg the past cen 
tuiy and a half th^ have taken an exaggerated share m 
many walks of life amassed a very high degree of wealth 
and exercised a disproportionate weight, not only m the 
progress of vanous movements but also m the affaire of 
the country If that is so few persons are aware of it, 
for the Quaker names are Barclay Bevan, Hanbmy 
Gurney Richardson No one as he walked through Loth 
bury woifid pay much attention to such names or shmkier 
at idea that such a tmy han^ul of the population 
could exercise so great a wei^t m its financial affairs If 
instead of such names he read Cohen, Levi Rosenberg 
Isaacs his reactions I fear would be more emphatic, 

A group of Wesleyans or of Baptists, too are outwardly 
mdistmguishable from their neighbours But, Bpwever 
scientifically anthropologists and sociologists 
that there is no such thing as a Jewish type the Jew tends 
to be recogmzable by his physiognomy and (m the case 
of persons more recently emerged from the Ghettp) some 
times even by his voice. It can be postulated fh# if the 
man m the street were aware of the unportmice which 
other mmonties play m the bfe of ope nation or anothw* 
the prciudice against them might mcrease and that agahKt 
the Jews might correspondingly dimmish But the fact 
r that he 18 an easily ktontifiabile mmonty and for 
that the sms of his own intBoa] ty pne mated 
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on his wnolc corporate body The mjastice is the more 
fidgrani bixause the ernng mdividuai is often enough no 
more Je%vu.h than the nearest Eslomo 

If a man is jostled by a hook nosed individual on the 
Undergrouno who may in fact, be of Tartar or Koman 
extnction if a firm with which he does business, with a 
purely Slav nan e goes bankrupt if be finds that a political 
cauiO which he particularly dislikes is championed by an 
m fact completely Aryan partner m an histone bank 
mg firm if his slumbers in his club are disturbed by a 
voice which he suspects of bewig shghtly guttural he 
thinks of the offender immediately as * a Jew and of aH 
Jews as being in those same ways lamentable 
Now this fact of having at his elbow tins easi^ idenh 
fiable minonty is not without its practical uses Man 
always likes to look to some extern^ caiMe to explam his 
failures He is unfortunate m busmess not because he is 
mcompeisnt but because his competitors use unfair 
mediods his novel is turned down by the pubhshers not 
because it is a bad one but because he lacks personal 
influence he was blackballed at the golf club not because 
he IS thoroughly unpleasant, but because Mr X has a 
personal grudge against hun Tins raentahty is common 
to all men. Jews perhaps suffer from it m a pecuUarly 
great measure Their scapqgoat is, however something 
impersonal—* anh Semitism Ihey tend to nurse the 
obsession that the only reason for the slightest rebuff 
from which they may sufiCT m business social fife 
or any other activity is a causeless antr Jewish prejudice 
<imte unjustified by anything in thear personal behaviour 
as mdividuals But wherj^s they asenhe r^ponsibihty m 
these cases to something abstract their neo^hbours tend 
to ascribe it m so many cases to a human agency' — to that 
of tills ubitjmtous easily identifiable minority against 
which b a fetont pr^udice; so deep m Us roots^ so 
yanous m its flower 
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their repotcd ieSuchcc, not even a minor Power will raise up 
its voice m protest when they are maltreated m one couc^ 
or another They have in fact ail the disadvantages of 
a national ramonty without any of its advantages 
Thus the Jews combine all the qualifications for misfor 
tune Not only are they a minonty They are simul 
taneously a religious mmonty an ethmc minority an 
economic mmonty And, above all, they are ar easily 
distmgmshable mmonty It has been said that the part 
played m English economic hfe by the Quakers is out of 
all proportion to their numbers that danng the past cen 
tuiy and a half they have taken an exaggerated share m 
many walks of life amassed a very high degree of wealth 
and exercised a disproportionate weight not only m the 
progress of vanous movements but also m the affairs of 
the country If that is so few persons are aware of it 
foi the Quaker names am Barclay Bevan Haubuty 
Gurney Richardson No one as he walked through Loth 
bury would pay much attention to such names or shudder 
at the idea th^ such a tny handful of the population 
could exercise so great a weight m its financial affairs If 
mstead of such names he read Cohen Levi Rosenberg 
Isaacs his reactions I fear would ha more emphatic, 

A group of Wraleyans or of Baptists too are outwardly 
mdistmguishable from theur neighbours But, thpwever 
saentfically anthropologists and sociologists prove 
that there is no such thmg as a Jewish type the Jew tends 
to be reco^izable by his physiognomy and {m the case 
of pearaons more recently emerged from the Ghetto) some- 
times even by his voice It can be postulated th^ the 
man m the street were aware of the anportauoe whfeh 
other mmonties play m the life of one nation or anotbcf 
the prejudice agamst them might mcrease and that agaiwirf 
the Jews might correspondmgiy dunimsh But the feet 
f ° that ha iS an easily identtfiabb nu|ionQr aid for 
that the sms of his own. art yisurtd 
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on fills ishole The mjusbce is the more 

tiagmnt bwraubt. tow tn i y individual is often caon^ no 
more 3ev,iJ\ than the ni.arest Esikuno 

If a man is lOatled by a hook nosed individual on the 
Und>-rgroiind who mav «i fact be of Tartar or Roman 
extractitm if a finn with which he does business with a 
purely Slav mcio goes bankrupt *f he finds that a pohticai 
cauisfi which he fsirtit-ulnrlv dislikes is championed by an 
in fact, compie cly Aryan ” partner in an histone bank 
ipg firm if his clumbers m fais club are disturbed by a 
voice which he suspects of being shghtly guttural he 
thinks of the offender immediately as a Jew " and of all 
Jews as being in those same ways lameatablc 
Now this fact of having at las elbow this easily ideuti 
jfiable midority k not nithoat its practical uses Man 
always Wees to look to some external cause to explain his 
failures He is unfortunate in business not because he is 
incompetent, but because fins competitors use unfair 
methods his novel is turned down by the pubhshers not 
because it is a bad one but because he lacks personal 
mfluence he was blackballed at the golf dub not because 
he IS dioroughly unpleasant but because Mr X has a 
personal grudge against him This mentality is common 
to all men Jews perhaps suffer from it m a peculiarly 
great measure Their scapegoat is however something 
impersonal — ‘‘anb-Sernitism They tend to nurse the 

obsession that the only reason for the sh^test rebuff 
trom which they may suffer m business social hfo 
or any other activity is a causeless anti Jewish prejudice, 
quite unjustified by anything in their personal behaviour 
as individuals But whereas they asenbe respousibibty in 
these cases to something abstract thar neighbours tend 
to ascribe if m so many cases to a human agency— to that 
of thm ubiquitous easily identfiable minority against 
whidi there ts a latent prejudice so deep m its roots so 
vacoue m ds fiower 
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Wc all know of the admirable old system by wbch a 
pnnee of the blood royal was ncvo" pun-sbcd by his tut7T 
as his person was too sacred to be molested ins uid a 
Whipping boy was appointed upon whose unoJfendinj^ 
posterior the prince suffered vicarious punishmeit The 
lunction of the Jew is not unlike this He is the Whipping 
boy of history 


IV 

The history Of the growth of antt Semitism w 11 be 
treated below But a word must be said here regard 
mg the history of its growth m the mdivioual The Jews 
are the only group (and the only group abo\e all with 
which the ordmaiy person is likely to come into contact) 
who are singled out adversely for censure and for ooloquy 
m the education and training of the ordmary child Care 
ful teachers may qualify it but all too often it is taught 
m school It is repeated m conversation, it m pro 
claimed from the Pulpit it is reiterated m readings from 
the Gospel it is echoed m hterature that Jesus Christ was 
killed by the Jews that is that the Jews were re 
sponsible for the greatest of all crimes m nistory 
No palhation or explanation is admitted It is not 
pomted out that at the tune of the Passion of Jesus the 
Jews were under Roman rule and could not pronounce a 
death sentence ^ It is not pomted out that the mam inci 
dent on which this collective accusaUon rests— the mob 
surging round Pilate and crymg His blood be on us and 
on our children' ” is regarded as legendary by Christian 

They had virtually abolished the death penalty it seems 
A rabbi of the next generation asserted that a court which 
pronounced a death sentence once in seventy years was a 
tribunal of murderers And even when the Jews had the 
power of captal punishment, it could never be canisd out 
on a Fnday the day of Jesus s death. 



THE GENTILE PROBLEM 


scholars nor that at the time of the Pass on of Jesas the 
3t,^/^sh partv in authority was a Romanized group of 
aristocrats fai«e to eve y Jewish tradition and playing only 
for tlieir own safety It js not pointed out that the his 
tonoaJ gospels excludi^ from all participation m the arrest 
trial and crucifirion the religious leaders of the people 
the creators of modem Judaism — the Pharisees ^ It is not 
pointed out that, m any event only a minute portion of the 
Jewish peopL a long time ago can have been mvolved 

hio Eleicentaty education admits of no half colours 
and the child is brought up to beheve that The Jews 
killed our Lord ” Later on he may have to read ChaucerS 
“ Prioress s Tale and Sliakespeare s “Merchant of 
Venice not to mention countless incidental allusions scat 
tered throughout English literature and rarely counter 
acted bv any work of popular appeal which presents a 
more favourable picture 

Thus the child grows up with a prejudice early im 
planted m his mind The Jewish schoolchildren with 
whom he mixes can bear witness to its strength and vnu 
lence and to the fact that the query Who tolled 
Christ is not intended academicallv Later on his 
attitude may alter He mav no longer beheve all that he 
was told at school He may not even adhere to the funda 


The last mention of Phanssic contact with Jesus m 
Matthew comes m Chapter xxii 4L the narrative of the plot 
against feis life begins in Chapter xXvi 5 the last contact 
in Mark is in Chapter xa 13 the narrative of the plot be 
gujs in Chapter xiv 1 In Luke the last contact is in Chap 
ter XVI 14 the narrative of the plot begins in Chapter xix- 47 
To Oinstian readers for whom the word Pharisees is 
dentical with hypoontes " or whited sepuldues it might 
also be pointed out that the Epistles of St Paul are saturated 
with Pharsaic teaching, as great ChnsUatt scholars like 
Travers Harford and George Foote Moore have recognized 
It is the w of the system, not the system rtsdf which 

the Gosp^ attack. 
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mental tenets of Obnstiamty But tbe i^e^udtce is too 
deeply implanted to fade away Instead t is metamor 
phosed into something else Crimes more pcrtir ent to 
contemporary scene are attributed to the Jews of the 
modem world, accordmg to mdividual taste — that they are 
too nationalist or that they are mtsmational that they 
are communists or that they are capitalists that they suffer 
from, an incurable mcivism or that they are represented Jn 
excessive numbers in public life 
There, alas the prejudice is first m tbe mind of the 
child then m the mmd of the man sometimes a rational 
ized prejudice sometimes a prejudice that repudiates all 
rationalization It is with that prejudice, to the Jews 
themselves the greatest of their problems that the chapters 
that now follow will be concerned 


i»VO 


HOW ANTlSEMmSM STARIBD 

1 

Tbs hisfe'ry of the Jewish people goes l>ack now for some 
1 500 years Modem critics who qu«tioii the eiusteiice 
of Moses and throw doubt on the Egyptian bondage Jmoclc 
a centtuy or so off this immense expanse of tune but even 
so the period cannot be reduced bdow some three thou 
sand years During the firat half of this penod the an 
cestors of the Jews of today were known as Lsraehtes 
but there was no Israditish problem They were at that 
time a normally constituted people on their own soil, 
tilling the land pasturing their Socks engaged m a few 
very sample domestic mdustnes, and retrograde rather 
than progressive from the economic point of view So 
far was this the case that the trade of Palestme was 
monopolized by foreigners the Phoenicians who met 
with no domestic competition Indeed, it was not until 
almost the end of this penod— m the second century 
before the beginning of the Christian era — that a Jewish 
ruler first issued bis own coinage. The Jews of Palestine 
were in fact, indistinguishable from any other people, 
except for the fact that (to the amusement of contem 
porstii^) they insisted on worshipping an incorporeal deity 
and timt they had somewhat finicky ideas of morality 

n 
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bcginmng of the Chnstian era — cuhraoatmg but not con 
eluding with the Roman campaign of destruction unde- 
Titus which finally ended Jewish independence — ^scattered 
these monotheistic Palestiman peasants as slaves throiigh 
out the Jsnown world This happened at the time to scores 
of other lesser nabonaliti^ of the Mediterranean basin 
The subsequent course of events generally followed much 
the same hues Tnose of the slaves who survived inter 
married with others of the same type regamed or did not 
regain their freedom begat children and became merged 
m the vast heterogeneous proletariat which still forms (not 
withstandmg Signor Mussohms pose as an Ancient 
Roman) the basis of the population of a good part of the 
Mediterranean world 

But what happened to the Jews was not qmte true to 
pattern They too died by their thousands — ^worked to 
death at building the Colosseum decimated b} malana on 
the Gulf of Connth as they laboured on the Roman pre 
cursor of the present Canah fighting against wild beasts 
m the arena m every properly constituted city of the 
Empire But those who survived persisted m mamtammg 
their identity They refused to admit that the gods m 
the Roman Pantheon were necessanly more powerful 
merely because they happened to be momentarily vie 
tonous They forgathered wherever possible with other 
Jews to observe their preposterous rites based on the 
exhortations of teachers long since dead They would not 
even admit that the overtihrow of their national mdepend 
ence was final m their God s good time they said His 
people would assuredly come back as a j&ee nation to 
them own land, notwithstanding the thoroughness with 
wluch It had been parcelled out among its conquerors 
They insisted m a word on that most heinous of nais 
demeanours the retammg of their mdividuahty> not only 
m the first generation (as was doubtless the case with some 
other elements) but m the second generation, too and m 
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all gcncratiotis that came after 
IncidetitaPy this proud ndividuaiism this mabdity to 
admit defeat, this insistence on inconvenient religious ntes, 
made them unsatisfactory siaies (except for the roughest 
manual labour for which theur wiry physique was oon 
sidered particularly suitable) Their masters weare thus 
ladined to permit them to be ransomed by their fellow 
Jews who r^arded tins as one of the most pious of all 
good actions which man could perform Thus the back 
ward agricultural community of Palestine was first supple- 
mented and then replaced by an anomalous body of men 
of Palestinian ongm scattered throughout the world but 
still fostenng (and in turn bemg fostered by) their an 
cestors curious religious ideas 
These emigres were not mdeed popular — emigres never 
are Occasionally in those centres nearest to Palestrae 
where they were most numerous such as Antioch or Alex 
andna there were racial riots not very dissimilar from the 
racial riots which take place m our own day in the same 
part of the world at the slightest pretext There was 
nothing m common between this and European anb Semit 
ism as it subsequently developed In Rome itself, when 
the Jews first amved. their rehgious beliefs were eyed 
askance The very least that a stranger could do it was 
held was to saaiOce to the gods of the counby especially 
when they were gods of such anbquity respectabihty and 
tned success as those in the Roman Pantb^ and it was 
considered unsocial if not treasonable of the Jews to 
refrain from participating in the religious ntes of their 
neighbours Some writers gave hterary expression to thesr 
feelings singling out for rdicule especially the Jews 
absurd pracbee of wastmg one-seventh of their lives by 
observing a weekly day of rest 
In the end however this Jewish religious ecCentnaty 
received legal recogmtion Other immigrants were ex 
pected to adhere tq tihe official religion (which, after alL 
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Saturday the Jewish Sabbath. Any conceivable 
circumstances through which a Jew might exercase 
authoniy over a true behever was to be avoided. Jews 
and Christians must not eat together dnrJc together or 
love each other Jewish religious leaders— whose prayers 
were considered particularly efBcacious — ^raust not be 
asked to bless die fields of their Christian neighbours No 
Christian might ^ to a Jewish physician for medical treat 
ment, lest the uifidel might acquire an improper influence 
over the patients mind, and even prevent him from re 
ceivmg the sacraments if his illness took a fatal turn 
And, while no objectuDn was raised at this stage to the 
possession of Christian slaves by a Christian master he 
must not sell them to a Jew for thus those who were re- 
sponsible for the death of Jesus would be placed m a 
position of superionty over those whom that same death 
had redeemed 


IV 

As Christianity grew more powerful, this attitude 
became more deeply embedded and more widely spread 
In the end it became the ofiicial pokey of most of Europe 
It was not racial prejudice m the old sense — ^the disbke of 
the stranger which is oymiome after a period of neigh 
hourly mtercourse It was not religious zeal of die 
ordm^ sort m which Jews (tolerant though their tradi 
tton generally is) have doubtless sinned as their neighbours 
have It was a religious hatred, heightened by jealousy 
and justified by the reiterated allegation that the Jews ” 
kiUed Jesus Chnst It was a basis of Christian teaching 
it was read into the Gospels It was reaffirmed m the 
Pulpit It fonuKl the subject of ponnhve dramatic lepre 
sentations It roused the population to a pitch of fauah 
asm each Easter tide, on t^ anmversaiy of the Great 
Cnme And vriienever famihanty had bred 
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whenever secular rulers found useful adraimstrators among 
their Jewish subjects whenever some enthusiast expressed 
the view that Judaism was superior to the faitli in which 
he had been bom, or the common folk d^played too 
great famihariiy with Jews — on all such occasions every 
pulpit resounded once again, more vehemently than ever 
to the old fulmmations and every hearer was starred to 
such a pitch of excitement that he too longed to aven^ 
the Crucifixion 

For fifteen centunes this propaganda went on at full 
force without a break With the growth of hberal ideas 
in the eighteenth and mneteenth centunes there was some 
mtermission Nevertheless its basis was unafiec^ed 
Every child almost as soon as he could lisp was taught 
that Jesus Christ, his Saviour was killed by the Jews.** 
Men who had never seen a Jew were filled from babyhood 
with resentment which only sought the opjiortumty for 
expression The Jewish Problem existed for them brfoic 
ihqr nghtly knew what a Jew was Here^ m the nursery 
was the nursery of anti Semitism 


CRRimAMTy TRIUMPHANT 


I 

Christianity hence called into existence against Judaism 
a bitterness of feeling hitherto unparalleled in which a 
pohcy of demarcation on the one hand and an illogicalLy 
developed horror at a great cnras on the other were added 
to the normal (and without doubt* bilateral) rehgioi-s 
fanaticism But until the fourth century Chnstianity 
itself was fightmg for existence At last, by the Edict of 
Milan in 313 ad Constantme the Great without 
troubling to adopt Chnstiamty himself gave it nominal 
tolerance and actual supremacy m the Roman Empito 
On the position of Judaism the results of this change 
were mstantaneous Hitherto the bitternesses between 
Judaism and Christianity had been those of nval sects 
But now the Christian pohcy and the Chnstiau point of 
view were taken over bodily by the State Henceforth the 
religious teaching that the Jew was to be segregated aod 
degraded m retaliation for his share m the greats cnme 
of history became part of oivd doctrme. In earlier Roman 
law, Judaism had characterized as a most ilhts 
tnous faith certainly legitimate The early Chnstian 
emperors adopted the dencal vocabulary and called it 
instead, a ‘sacrilegious gathering or nefarious sect 
And their legislation reflected the change m attitude Xhc 
citizenship which the Jews had been granted together wriii 
other inhabitants of the Empire by the Edict of Caracalla, 
began to be modified but whereas they haij shared the 
pnviieges with others th^ stood virtually alone when « 
came to op. For the first tunc m huiory d* 
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fan wijoynieDt of citizCTS nghts became dependent on 
adherence to a certam religious system The ecclesiastical 
code which had been unimportant while it was ecclesias 
tical only came to be embodied m the code of the State 
which ]omed the Church in degrading and se®regatmg this 
nonconformist element 

It was not merely a question of a change of tocafanlarj 
At every turn the Jew found his position affected From 
the begmnmg the Church had naturally encouraged con 
versions which the Jews had equally naturally opposed 
now only six years after the Edict of Milan by a law of 
Constantine (himself not yet baptized*) the latter were 
threatened with burning if they dared to molest (i e 
dissuade) converts to the faith of the true God Con 
versely the daughter faith disapproved of its followers 
gomg over to Judaism this now became a civil enme; 
punishable by death as also was mtermamage between 
Jews and Christians (Small wonder that the Jews making 
a virtue of nec^ty now stopped considermg theirs a 
missionary rehgion Thus however they opened a way 
to yet another reproach that they were mtolerably ex 
clnsive— one of the last offences, of which the anment 
world could have accused them ) 

The Church loudly objected to the presence of Jews m 
positions of trust which might give them authonty over 
true behevers This too now became part of tavii law 
The Church had always frowned on the possession of 
Christian slaves by Jews now it was forbidden by the 
State, tins being the prdude to a wider prohibition New 
synagogues might no longer be built or old ones em 
belhshed One Chnstian emperor vied with the other m 
demonstratmg his religious loyalty by an additional kick 
dehvered on the nearest moflensive body — a commonplace 
of religious expenence at all times and m all places For 
example Constautmes son. Constantius went so fat as 
to prohibit the Jews from owning not only but 
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even pagan slaves Ilscre was no qoesttoa of humaiu 
tariamsm m this— slave owning was regarded as a normal 
and proper state of affairs Bat as most agricultural and 
manual labour was performed by slaves this was tanta 
mount to a prohibition to Jews to employ labour m any 
shape or form and was a powerful impuke towards their 
exclusion from normal economic hfe 

The reaction reached its chmiOr under the Emperor 
Theodosius n (408-450) author of that famous code of 
law which formed the basis of later European juris 
prudence This embodied all the prevailmg anti Jewish 
conceptions and regulations which thus became as it were 
implicit m the legal background of the medieval world. 
The pomt illustrates the bad luck which has dogged the 
footsteps of the Jews The Roman legal system is the 
only part of Roman civilization which postdates (and 
reflects) the triumph of Chnstiamty Had Theodosius lived 
two hundred years before and been a tolerant pagan how 
much more b^able Jewish Me m mediaeval Europe might 
have been* 

Hence, with the progress of time there was no 
relaxation m the official ant Jewish policy The re- 
verse, mdeed The struggle agamst Paganism was over 
m Europe until the twentieth century Greek hedomsts 
Teutomc barbarians and Slav idol worshippers had ahke 
been converted nominally to Chnsfaaraty There remamed 
only as the perSoruficaton of misbelief and as the whet 
stone whereby the zeal of simple Chnstiar^ might be 
kept keen the Moslems and the Jews But (except as 
regante certain areas of the south of Europe — ^where, m 
cadentally as a natural consequence religious prejudice 
was not quite so strong) the Moslems were a remote coo 
tmgency living m distant lands on the misQf border of 
Chnstendom The Jews unfortunately for themselves 
wore to be found everywhere. They formed accordingly 
the object of a campaign Kmdly pions 
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votani^ of the nhgioii of love found m fact m the 
hatred of the Jew and at tones m the massacre of Jews, 
the psychological outlet for sentiments which in them 
selves may perhaps have been pure and high minded 

n 

This legislation proved m the course of the Middle 
Ages a double edged weapon For when the Arabs made 
thear triumphant incursion against what bad once been 
the Roman Empire they found this system for the regu 
lahon of relations with non beheiers m force, and adopted 
it themselves without any very great modifications To 
the shocked dismay of Cfanstendom, however the non 
behevers m question were now not the Jews alone but 
the Chnstians. too Thus the laws of Constantine and 
the Codex Theodosianus which had embodied the current 
anti Jewish prejudices of the Church became the basis of 

code under which the Church too groaned In edict 
after edict, m which the proper treatment of Christian 
subjects by MosJ^ rulers is enunciated one hears the 
echo and seems almost to hear the very voice of a 
mediaeval Christian mquisitor There was the diSerenoe 
however that among the Moslems theory tended to out 
stop practice and that over long penods their infidel sub- 
jects enjoyed an almost unbounded tolerance On the 
other h^d there were penods of greater fanaticism when 
Moslem mgenmty discovered fresh elaboratums and em 
bcihshments of the persecutoiy code which they had 
learned from their European masters Partly out of a spint 
of imitation partly for revenge these innovations would 
be adopted siAsequently by the Christian world where, 
Moslems being general^ absent the burden had to be 
shoi4dered by the unfortunate Jew 

A companson with condfiions m tt» Moslem world 
emp nev the tially Ocodwital, Euro- 
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pean, or “ Chnstiaa ” quality of asti SeimtEsni m its 
modem sense It is not suggested that the Jew is beloved 
by the MohammedaQ Nor (as has been indicated) is the 
Chnsttan and if there is anyUung to clioose m the histone 
record of Islam between the treatment of the one minonty 
and of the other the balance is probably m favour of the 
Jew (I am of course speaking of the early penod, when 
both nomonties were equally defenceless not of the more 
recent age of European tourists merchants and protected 
subjects) The Mohammedan was of course subject to 
waves of xenophobia and religious fanattasm m which the 
Jew suffered but no more than his Chnstan neighbour 
(TTie experience of recent years when m Palestine and 
elsewhere the Arab has vented mainly on the Jew the 
resentment which he feared to express agamst the Euro 
pean generally is a completely fresh phase, easily ex 
plamed.) 

On the other hand there were interludes— the most 
famous was m Moonsh Spam m the eleventh and twelfth 
centunes or Turkey m the sixteenth — when Islam pro- 
vided medieval Jewry with its nearest approach to an 
earthly paradise this side of Palestine with Jewish freedom 
Jewish statesmen and Jewish achievement And if there 
was anti Jewish prejudice there was none of its rationaliza- 
tion by accusations of ntual murder of commercial ex 
ploitation, or what not and there was no enforced 
economic segregation so marked as to create a Jewish 
problem Indeed the feelings which made for anti 
Semitism m Europe became canahzed Turkey for 
example) m another direction It takes ten Jews to 
TUftlre a Greek and ten Greeks to make an Armenian” 
ran the Turkish proverb and it was against the imhappy 
Annemans (whom ZangwiD considered to have an even 
greater title to the crown of the martyr people than the 
Jews) that the pogrom spnt of the Turk vented itsdf 
Anti thwef asm and stranger hatred 
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plus a little something that the others haven t got is 
essentially European Farther East moreover bevond 
the sphere of the Mediterranean religions ard tne Mediter 
ranean spirit resentment against the Jewish religious and 
ethmc diSerence was so shght as to be unnoticeable and 
the very ancient Jewish communities of China and India 
— yeUow and black respectively (so much for the Jewish 
race >) — ^wilted away as a result of the sheer placidity 
of their existence 


m 

At the penod of the growth of Islam and of the con 
sohdation of Chnshanity a great change came about m 
the Jewish people — a change which was to be of irtal 
importance m history both of the Jews and of the 
world. It may be summed up m five words The Jew 
became a European. 

In a sense he had always been For the demarcation 
between Europe and Asia is largely an artificial one and 
what we term ** European avilization ts in fact that 
civihzatioa that had its cradle m the eastern Mediterranean 
as a whole (not necessarily on the European httoral)^ 
But it is one of the remarkable facts in historv that the 
Jews alone of all peoples have had the faculty of following 
the tide of culture— not once nor twice but time after time 
As Its centre moved westward* so the Jews moved with 
It— first from the mtem to the central Mediterranean 
then to western and finally to northern Europe and the 
Atlantic seaboard- Thus they were mflu«nced by Euro- 
pean Uoiu and m turn were able to mfi it (a 
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unique phenomenon) at ereiy stage in its doveloiBnenL 

Already m the second century B c it is on record that 
Jews were settled in Rome From that date on the settle- 
ment grew — ^not m Italy alone but in every part of the 
Latin world Before Alanc sacked the Eternal City they 
were to be found in some numbers m Spain, m France 
perhaps m England They were certainly present in the 
Rhineland An edict of the Emperor Constantine of 
December Uth 32i A-D tcIcts to the existence m Cologne 
of a settle Jewish community Indeed of all the peoples 
of Europe today the Jews have by a long way the longest 
and most contmuous settlement Centunes before the 
ancestors of many of the present nationalities of the 
Western world had emerged from the steppe of central 
Asia Jews were hvmg in Eniope and playing a part m 
European cultural life To think of diem as strangers and 
ahcns is to contradict history itself 

Precisely when the change which brought the Jews from 
Asia into Europe reached its culminating pomt is not very 
easy to say But, from the year 1000 A D onwards the 
greater and more vital part of Jewry was definitely settled 
in Europe and henceforth associated preponderantly with 
European life, European ideas and European mtolezance 

IV 

It has been obsemd often but is no less true for that 
that medisBval legislation expressed an ideal rather tlmn 
laid down a positive rule of action It is not therefore 
to be imagined that the adoption of Christianity by the 
Roman Empire and the embodiment of various persecu 
tory m^unctions m the Roman code immediatelv initiated 
for the Jews an unrelieved era of martyrdom. This was 
far from being the case The Catholic tradition was not 
as yet secnrely established The Roman ideal of tolerance 
ed strong m many circles and m many i^aces 
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Good were now aware what their attitude to 

waids Jews should bo but it did not necessaniy foUow 
that they acted accordingly Where the Anaa form of 
Chnstiamty momentarily triumphed with its anh Tnm 
tanan doctrine (as m sixth century Spam) the strict 
monotheism of the Jews was found so S 3 mipathetic that 
they enjoyed for a bnef space a minor Golden Age 
Strong and humanistic nders above aii—sueb as the 
Carolingians m France and part of Germany — ^laughed at 
ecclesiastical fanaticism encouraged Jewish traders and 
mtellectual mtenncdianes and treated their Jews with 
unmitigated benevolence And the common people too 
perhaps msecure as yet m their Chnstianity insisted on 
treating the Jews as neighbours and fnends — ^feasting with 
them mtermanymg with them sometimes even attending 
the sermons m the synagogue and compadng them favour 
ably with those which they heard m church Scandalized 
ecclesiastics like Agobard of Lyons threw themselves mto 
the breach and mveighed against this cordiality but. 
though they might earn thereby posthumoi^ beatificatron 
thi^ often had little texrestnal satisfaction 
Furthermore, whatever mdividuals might think duxmg 
tolerant mterludes the unfortunate fact was unaltered, 
that the basis of the prejudice remamed in Christian 
literature hnd ils legislative expression m the Christran 
codes At moments of religious stram or rehgious re 
when men turned to the old records and tned to 
hve up to them, they found there not only the mjunefton 
to treat the Jews as a race apart but also precise dtrections 
as to how this should be carried mto effect. 

As the Middle Ages advanced the ejSScHency of the 
Church increased, and with it the efficiency with which its 
anti Jewish legislation was enforced From time to time 
the archives were examined, their contents dusted perused, 
and recopied and for the ffist tune taken really senoud^y 
The Third Lateran Connefl of 1179 and the Fourth of 
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1215 solemnly rcKaiactcd aH flic prewons measures They 
absolutely forbade Jews to have Christians in their ser 
vice, in any c^paaty They forbade true behevers to lodge 
m the immediate proximity of the mfideh or the infidel 
to lodge among true behevers It is true that nominally 
Moslems and other non Christians were included m the 
scope of this legislation But m practice the Jews were 
m a greater part of Europe the only sufferers while m 
Spam for example where Moslems also were to be found 
the fact that contiguous Moorish rulers might retaliate 
imposed a cautious restraint upon Chnstian zeal 

V 

It IS a typical conception of nmeteenth-century hberalism 
that religion is a pnvate affair In the Middle Ages the 
case was different Religion was a public affair It was 
everybody s busmess and it affected every activity In 
consequence the hatred of nonconformily did far more 
than to exasperate religious prejudice It invaded and it 
infected every branch of hfe Eet us see how this affected 
the case we are examining 

It has been pointed out above that the fundamental 
prmcqile of the ecclesiastical anti Jewish legislation rested 
on two points First, it was consid^ed mdecent for those 
who had been responsible for the death of Chnst to be m 
a position of superiority over those redeemed by his 
death Second, there must be a dear line of demarcation 
between Jew and Christian lest the latter should be seduced 
to the faifli of the former There is nothmg very starfimg 
Of deadly m these as principles However when they 
began to be translated mto fact and when they began to 
be enforced by all the might of the avU power the con 
sequences were devastatmg 

The Jew must not be in a position of supenonty over 
any It followed that he must not be 
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to a share m the Gov t There was no particular 
harrishtp m this (In ouf owii age a great many intcj- 
ligeot people prefer not to have a share «i the Govern 
ment— and so much the worse for the Government ) But 
m the age we are discussing the extensions of tfa^ dis 
ability were enormous The Jew must not occupy any 
administrative post however lowly he must not be a 
customs collector or an admimstrator for m either of those 
positions he may issue orders to non Jews Finally he 
may not even be an employer of labour If therefore he 
were a master craftsman he could not employ Christian 
assistants He could not even have a Christian lad ap- 
praiticed to him to team the trade He must work by 
himself or at the most employ fellow Jews as artisans 
And what would be the feeling of his Gentile neighbours 
when they witnessed the progress of this Semitic ‘^cell 
m their midst, when they found the unbeliever perfecting 
trade processes which he could not communicate to othem 
through the normal channels'^ The segregation was an 
mvitahon to the eviction which ultimately followed when 
this particular proolem was solved by die disappearance 
of the Jewish craftsman 

At home too the Jew was not allowed to have a non 
Jew m his employment He could not even have a Chns 
ban housemaid More than that No Chnsban might 
even be permitted to enter the house to perfonn occasional 
dubes such as kmdlmg the stove on the Sabbath when 
the observant Jew would rather sit m the cold than touch 
the fire himself Serve him n^t said the kindly observer 
he should not observe these supersbhous practices But 
Jews could not be blamed (except on the score of im 
providence) for having children and, when his wife was 
m travail no Chnsban midwife was allowed to attend on 
her Nay if she died m childbed, no Christian mother 
was permitted to serve as wet nurse for the child On the 
other hand, it was oonsidaed grossly improper fox the 



Nil* IKIU 


Jew to act as physician as he might acqune mfluooce 
over his patient s soul as well as his body 
Your Jew and Christian must be kept apart for fear 
of improper mfiuence Then they must not hve together 
m the same house — or even m the same street No non 
Jew may hve among Jews and no Jew among non 
There must be m each town a special quarter or 
street or courtyard set aside for the habitation of the Jews 
(and incidentally convenient for attack when the occasion 
arose) But that clearly is not enough Persons m con 
tiguous streets can have relations which are fnendly 
enough and in the case of the Jews this is unthinkable 
Very well Put gates up at the entrance to the Jewish 
street (not more than two one at either end) appomt 
Christian warders and have the gates closed strictly every 
evening when Satan finds mischief for idle hands to do 
— say from the ringmg of the Angelus to sunnse Inci 
dentally the gates can be kept closed at the more solemn 
seasons of the Chnstian year lest the Jew should offend 
Chnstian eyes by appearmg abroad. (Later these Jewish 
quarters termed Ghetto after the one-time 

foundry igetto) at Vemce m which the local Jewish com 
mumty was s^regated m 1516 ) 

It goes without saymg that the Jewish quarter would 
not necessarily be situated m the most salubrious quarter 
of the town at Rome for example, it was in the low lying 
area near the river which was mundated almost yearly by 
the wmter floods And, once instituted, it was difficidt to 
extend it What happened, then when by the mevitable 
process of nature five hundred persons had to inhabit 
an area originally mtended for two hundred^ It was 
simple They could huddle together more closely one 
room serving for a family which had previously had two 
or three or dsei. when furthea: overcrowdmg became nn 
possible they could expand th€»r aocotnmcdation vertically 
by con further stones on top of the houses wlmA 
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distance looked, like pnnii^c skyscra 
?ns were insanitary to a degree W1 
together like animals, they bred like ai 
e animals and it was only by reading 
serving the traditional ^ewish agricuitur 
0 Jewish child realized that such a iJi 
side really existed. 
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it was m central Europe particular^ m 
Ghetto system was developed, with a 1< 
to Its extreme A few Jews might be 
or petty State. Hence only so many 
sd until the quota was fiilL But what 
3 \diich might raise the total above the 
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ncinbcj:? Bnths of coarse coaid not very well be re- 
stricted m those tunes But marriages could Hence only 
the oldest son in any family was permitted to take him 
self a bnde and to set up his home The rest had to 
suppress their natural instmcts and their natural affections 
and remam celibate. K on the other hand their human 
passions became too strong for them and they sought 
the company of the women of the town, they did so at 
their penl for sexual mtercourse with a non Jew was a 
criminal offence nominally (and sometimes actually) pun 
ishable by the death penalty In certam parts of central 
Europe this infernal system contmued to apply until the 
middle of the Victonan era. 

Even more far reaching in its results than the ecclesias 
heal objection to seemg Jews m positions of superiority 
was the objection to fnendly association with them on 
terms of equality In the first place, m order to avoid such 
intercourse how were you to know jtour Jew*^ It was 
Pope Innocent HI inspired by a Muslim innovation from 
which Cbnst’ans too had suffered who thought of the 
solution At the Fourth Lateran Council it was solemnly 
ordered that the unbehevers shoidd wear a distinctive 
badge The form and colour of this differed. Jh mediaeval 
England it was a piece of safflron cloth m tihe legendaiy 
shape of the Ten CommandmOTts In France and Ger 
many (in the latter case down to the dose of the ei^teenth 
century) it was in the form of a yellow cuclei, worn on the 
outer garment over the heart In Italy the wearing of a 
hat of distinctive colour became the rule (John Evelyn 
tdls us that the prevailing hue was red until once a short 
sighted cardinal mistook an approaching Jew for a fellow 
pmee of Ihe Church and saluted him as such Hence 
forth the statutory shade was changed to yellow ) 

Let us admit that this provision was not perhaps vicious 
in mtentton It was prompted by a smoeare (if mistaken) 
desire to mark out the two of the population from 


IJili JiiWUH RUBLfcM 


one another to prevent any unwitting confusion n tfafis 
daily intercourse and above all, lu their afnorous activi 
ties But wharever the intention the badge cnmt, to be 
in effect a badge of shame It marked off »be it.% for 
contumely from other men F"om a long disUncc off he 
could be recognized- He became the butt for jcws, for 
practical pkmg for assault Marked off as another being 
he became considered (as was inevitable) an lafoior 
being 

For a Jew to be seen abroad on Good Friday was to 
court death JEor all the rabble of the town would attempt 
to avenge on him by pelting him through the streets the 
Cnme allegedly perpetrated by his hypothetical ancestors 
so many generations before Even if he cowered at home 
comfortmg himself with his age-old prayers and age-old 
studies secunty was still lacking for there was a prescrip 
ttve right, amply utilized for the houses of the Jews to be 
stoned (and not with insignificant pebbles) at Easter tide 
Elsewhere as at Toulouse for example the outrage was 
greater because more formal When the Count left the 
cathedral after the Good Fnday service die oldest or 
most respected member of die Jewish community had to 
present himself and submit to a violent box on the ear 
m the presence of the entire rabble m pumshment for the 
Sm said to have been committed by his fathers It may 
be imagmed what dus meant when a bull necked medisev^ 
wamor was responsible for the execution of the task even 
more when the privilege was consigned to a zealot whose 
muscular force was reinforced by especial rehgious zeal 
This happened, for example in 1018 when the Counts 
chaplain was permitted to carryout the traditional ceremony 
m his master s place He adiWistered the blow with such 
ferocity that the venerable Rabbi fell dead to the ground 
(It need not be said that this misadventure was not con 
sidered an adequate local expiation of the original rSnme. 
The cxmtinucd for many years, tfll at last it was 
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commuted by a heavy fine InadcntaDy the position of 
the Jews m Toulouse was considered particularly favour 
able ) 

Ultimately the Jews were protected from some of these 
barbanties by the enforcement of an old Church regula 
tion which forbade them to shew their faces outside their 
own quarter from Holy Thursday to Holy Saturday 
throughout the season of the Passion Somewhat adroitly 
they turned the tables — ^though psychologicaliy only They 
professed to consider this segregation a sign of distmction 
not of disgrace They called it the Day of Shuttmg In ” 
and inserted m thar Synagogal hturgy special hymns to 
celebrate the occasion 

Like a princess set away 
In her palace on this dc^ 

Hidden like a lovely maid 
Thus her prayer fore God she laid 
{Him whose spirit wondrous wise 
Every being vivifies) 

Rouse Thee at this spring tide feast 
Till our servitude hath ceased ^ 


The translation is by Roth. 
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THE MONEYLENDER 
I 

Parallel witii the social degradation of the Juw had pro 
ceeded an economic degradation. In antiquity a$ stated 
earher the Jews had been a normally constituted pwple, 
economically retrograde rather than otherwise Until the 
beguming of the Christian era the vast mapnty of the 
Jewish people were agncultoral laboriously tdling the soil 
and living by the sweat of thear brow 

This economic destitution was modified (thou^ only 
to a minor degree) owmg to the circumstances of the 
conquest of Judaea by the Romans. Jewish estates were 
confiscated wholesale as a punishment to those v/ho had 
taken part in the revolts and the previous cultivators were 
turned adnft. After each of a succession of revolts tens 
of thousands of peasants were uprooted fi:om the soil and 
earned off as slaves mto far distant lands where a laige 
proportion of them dnfted m the end into the slums of 
the great cities 

Hence the commumbes which sprang up m the new 
lands of settlement m Europe tend^ to be not rural and 
agricultural, but urban and industnai Nevertheless m 
Spam and Germany and France in the early centuries of 
the Oinstian era, there was— notwithstanding the notonotrs 
difficulty that the immigrant mto an inhabited ooimtry 
m establishing himself op the soil— a coiMideTable nucleus 
of Jewish peasants But circumstances gradually iqi 
rooted them Early Church councils forbade them to do 
work in the fields on Sundays, thus makmg them lose an 
a day m every seven and rendering it parbcolarly 
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djflScult for them to cam a hvmg Later the Chmch 
insisted on the payment of tithes whatever the religious 
p*-ofess!on of the cultivator with the consequence that a 
Jew could till the soil onlj on condition that he sub 
sidiiied what he considered idolatrous worship In 
the Barbarian invasions all rural dwellers suSered—it 
was only m the towns that the Roman tradition survived 
with any vigour and isolated Jews were certainly no more 
secure than isolated Romans Then with the growth of 
religious prejudice, it became uncomfortable and m the 
end unsafe for the sumvmg Jewish farmers to hve in rural 
solitude 

The development of the feudal system crysfalhzed this 
state of afiairs It was imphmt m the ecclesiastical con 
cepbon that the Jew was the enemy of Christ, and hence 
of Christendom. Clearly m the circumstances he could 
not be suffered to accompany Quristians to battle (thongn 
when the occasion demanded he did good work in defend 
mg towns from the invader) He could not even be 
allowed to possess weapons — the Assize of Arms formally 
forbade this m England in 1187 But mihtary service was 
m the feudal system an integral feature of aU land tenure 
a man hdd land on condition that he paid a certain rental 
(generally m kmd) and that he perfonned certain services 
of which the most important was to follow his lord to 
battle when called upon If any category of men could 
not follow their lord to battle it resulted that they could 
not hold land. Moreover the normal feudal oath was a 
religious one by the Holy Tnmty which no Jew could 
take Hence it followed that a Jew could not nomially 
take bis place under the feudal sji^tem ergo that he could 
not hoM land or be a farmer 

There were exceptions of course Here and there, not 
withstanding all the ddhculti^ put m their way the Jewish 
fanners lingered on. But, by and large under the feudal 
system the Jew was excluded from the soSL Ultmiatcly 
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Ipigtsia tinti was passed which forbade faun in any circiaa 
stances whatsoever from holding freehold property even 
in the towns and all the more m the ©juntrj and the 
divorce between the Jew and agnculture became comple e 

n 

Driven from the land the Jewish fanners forgathered 
with their correhgiom?ts m the towns For a long ttmo 
they were famous m nandicraits — ^in weaving d>eing, 

g jftSR malnng and so on But as the Middle Ages id 
vanced, all craftsmen became organ zed m guilds which 
had the monopoly of every branch of manufacture and 
these guilds with their social and religious as wd’ as 
economic activities would not admit Jews They took 
vigorous steps however to Misure that Jews were not 
allowed to pmctise any branch of mdustry independently 
It was only at one or two favoured spots m southern and 
eastern Europe that Jewish craft guilds were allowed to 
come mto existence and that was mainly in branches of 
manufacture m which there was no Gentile competition 
It is pathetic to read how m place after place the Jews 
were excluded by trade jea’ousy and legislative enactment 
from gem polisfamg and wood tummg and carpentry and 
tadoreig and dyeing and weavmg and silk manufacture 
pathetic too to read of the spider like persistence with 
v^ch tune after tune they endeavoured to make their 
way m these forbidden fields again. 

But, m the long run the repression was successful 
except for a few callings such as tailormg and m a few 
places (Poland, for example) every branch of l^adicraft 
was dosed to persons professing the Jewish jEmth Nothing 
was left but the very lowhest aianual labours (such as 
acting as porters and stevedore callings which were once 
monopolized by the Jews m SicQy and m our own day m 
Sal ) and, at the other end of the scale 
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In oomiHen:© therefore at certain sta^ of histoiy 
Jewish participatiou was very marked and the b>as became 
all the greater smce the Jew^s mtamational rirfations and 
Itoguistic knowledge sometimes rendered him the ideal 
inteonediaiy for interchanging both commodities and ideas 
Yet m this too much the same process ensued as die 
Middle Ages progrejsed For a man marked out for 
by his Badge of Shame the daniers of the road 
were particularly great In an attack on the Jewish 
quarter bulky merchandise might be plundered and 
burned At intervals Chnstians were exhorted from the 
Pulpit not to have dealings with Jews Ultimately trade 
became concentrated in the hands of the merchant guild 
to which normally Jews were not admitted (Indeed m 
Fn glflnd there is on record before 1290 only one instance 
of a Jew having been so admitted, and it is believed that 
he first submitted to baptism) Thus not only was it 
diJBBlcult and dangerous for the Jew to engage m trade but 
m the end it became over a large part of Buropc illegal 
for him to do so 


in 

Excluded from the soil, from handicraft and from trade 
how was the unhappy Jew to hve*^ It was fortunate for 
him that, ]ust at the tune when this exclusion became 
elective in nor&em Europe (m southern oountnes it was 
not quite so comprehensive) circumstances Imppened to 
make another opening available to him It was not 
though a popular or a jparticularly pleasant one There 
m all ages a traditional antipathy against the mom^ 
lender and m the twelfth century it reached ite height 
Christian burial was refused to aH “ usurers ' — ^all that is 
who lent money at interest, however low or high the rate 
migh* he— and the power of the State was summone4 to 
assist the Church in suppressing the practice- What, than, 
was the unfortunate fanner to do when he needed ready 
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csish to tide him over between seed time and harvest, oi 
be aiti^n when sickness made it lepossibk for him to 
earn tus usual wages or the merchant when he had some 
important transaction on foot but lacked the capital? 
The prohibition of money lending at mterest was absurd 
and impiacticable unless something was done to provide 
the poor at least with advances free of charge at their 
hour of need But no general provision was made for this 
Judaism is the oldest social system m which the evil of 
usury m an agncultuial commumly is recognized But 
the rapidly evolving socaety of the early Middle Ages con 
tamed not only peasants but lords and merchants to 
whom it was a great convemence that money should bo 
lent on terms It was the times not the Jews who made 
the system mdispensable Now while the Church not 
recognizing this distmction, forbade all usury the Oown 
mterested both m national prosperity and its own revenues 
encouraged it From the pomt of view of national pros- 
penty it did not matter where the money came from 
From the pomt of view of the King s pnvate pocket, it 
mattered a good deal that the moneylender should he 
wherever possible a Jew and for this reason the Jews 
were his private property and so were all the profits they 
made m the one mdustiy he not merely allowed them but 
virtually compelled them to practise, ue usury As the 
silkworm is sequestered to produce sdk so it was the 
almost animal ftmehon of the Jew m his enforced segre- 
gation, to produce money 

It was not only the king however who wanted money 
from the Jew§ When the bhght feill on WilUam s barley 
or Gilbert broke his leg, or John Mercer wanted to buy a 
consignmeait of silks at bargam price from Milan it was 
to his Jewish neighbour that he had recourse for a loan 
and his Jewish neighbour eccluded from any other method 
of employing what capital the king had spared him could 
neither afiond nor dare to refuse 
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Thus m spite of their own bitter opposition tiic Jews 
were dnven mto the calling of money lendini^ which m 
northern Europe at least became their characteristic (if 
not their only) occupation Not that they were m fact, 
alone On the whole it was only the pct*y transactions 
that were left to them Major operations m which resdly 
vast profits were mvolved, were retained m Gentile hands 
■ — mainl y m those of the Italian merchants including not 
a few pai».l agents — ^whose name is to this day recalled 
m the name of Lombard Street On the other hard Jews 
themselves often had recourse for loans to Chnstians— 
even to Chrtetian religtous houses — at absurdly high rates 
of mtersst Never mdeed did the rale of interest which 
they charged even approach the 266 | per cent exacted by 
(for example) the Gianfighazzi family of Florence and 
whim the Jews were expelled from France the common 
people regretted it as they were thereby left unprotected 
in the hands of the Christian usurers who could hence- 
forth fleece them at will 

All this however did not affect the mam issue la spite 
of themselves in the later Middle Ages the Jews of Europe 
(of northern Europe above all) were dnven mto the pro- 
fession of money lending so that the terms Jew and 
money lender became synonymous 

Unfortunately money lending was a profitable business 
Or rather it seemed to be though in fact it was not 
Secunty was so poor and the chances of total loss so great 
that it was necessary for the rate of interest (whoever 
charged it) to be what we would today consider fantastic 
ally high. It very frequently happened that the len^ lost 
all — ^that IS he did not get his interest and lost his capital 
to boot But, if he did not, his profits rrare likely to be 
so peat that every feehng of jealousy was aroused atooi^ 
the general populatton The Inngs used the Jew to suck up 
the ffoatuig capital of the country and fleeced him for the 
benefit of the at "bly frequent intervals Im 
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povenshed creditors sometimes instigated fatal nots The 
Ic^ns would frequently be cancelled by royal edict in re- 
turn for some trivial immediate profit And each time 
automatically as an inevitable consequence of the loss tho 
rate of interest rose resentment grew and there flas 
anothei pretext for assault massacie and fresh restnctions 
It was a VICIOUS circle The responsibility lay with neither 
side but with the system Jew hatred which excluded the 
Jew from other calhngs drove him mto the practice of 
usury and by reason of this same fact Jew hatred was 
mcreased. 

Later on two other characteristic Jewish occupations 
emerged Though the ma'chant guild could prevent the 
Jew from trading m shop and market place, it could hardly 
regulate trade so closely as to prevent him from peddlmg 
in the street or about the countryside And though the 
craft guild could exclude the Jew from manufacture^ it 
could not prevent him from buymg and sellmg second hand 
articles Hence these two callings — ^peddling and dealing 
m second hand wares (particularly dothmg) — ^became with 
money lending the characteristic Jewish occupations for 
centunes Any attempt however to extend the basis of 
economic life — ^to open shops outside the Jewwh quarter 
to purchase and to cultivate agncultural holdings to ea 
gage m any sort of manufacture — ^was suppressed ruth 
lessly time after time and m country after country For 
upwards of a thousand years the Jew was excluded from 
most normal economic activities. For about a hundred 
in western Europe (less m some other parts) he has been 
allowed more ample opportunity If he has not entrely 
succeeded in regaining his balance so soon the fault is 
assuredly not his 
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THE MARTYRDOM 
I 

Tte processes l2iat have been descnbed above had a 
cumulative effect I will recapitulate The Jew repre- 
sented a religious minority in an age when rel gioa was 
taken more seriously than today more than this he was 
held to be responsible for the Crime to which Chnstiamty 
owed Its o rigin and regarding which the passions of Chris 
tians were periodically stirred to fever pitch Because he 
was a rehgious mmority he was segregated from the rest 
of humanity and mde^ distmguished from them by a 
special badge of shame. Hence however long hts ancestors 
had been settled m any particular country or city he was 
considered a stranger and subjected to all the terocjous 
xenophobia of the Middle Ages 
He was segregated moreover not only socially bat 
economically too He was driven into vanous tmban occu 
patKHis more especially money lending m which profit 
would have been considerable had not spoliation followed 
so rapidly on its heels Hence he was envied by the poor 
who were convmoed there must be money m the Jewish 
quarter hated by his clients who saw in him the mstru 
meat through which the kmg denuded them of their pro 
perty resented by the baronage who recognized in him 
the agent of roy^ exactions and hence of royal absolut 
ism and protected by the Crown only wh®® the slow 
process of taxation seemed more lucratve than the catas 
trophic one of spoliation. It was to the interest of no tme 
etee to protect hun it was to everyone s to attack him 
Moreover that spurt of rdigion which shonld have been 
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a restraining influence provided m most cases (owing to 
the special circumstances) the initial impetus if not the 
actual cause for the on^aught (There were howevei 
some noble exceptions Samt Bernard of Ciairvaux — ^to 
mention only one name — ^is revered in Jewish history for 
the protection which his eloquence gave to the Jews of 
the Rhmeiand during the Second Crusade ) 

n 

Once a section of the population was set aside for pre 
judice and contumely and was barred off from all normal 
intercourse with its neighbours it was natni'al for the 
most preposterous ideas about it to be evolved and the 
most absurd misconceptions to anse It was thus hdd 
(the behef still hr^s m remote distncts even m Eng 
land to the present time) that the Jews were endowed by 
a beneficent providence with tails It was beheved too 
(Sir Thomas Browne thought it necessary to classify it as a 
common superstition) that they had a special odour over 
and above the all pervading unwashed odour of mediseval 
humanity which disappeared automatically when the 
waters of baphsm were administered to them ( I do not 
know whence it comes but an odour as of Jews is 
troubling me remarked a convert to Cfanstiaiuty m a 
mediseval anecdote when her father camte to mtercede 
with her ) Finally Jews were thought to be subject to a 
perpetual bloody flux a reminder to all generations of 
their share m the Cniafijaon 

Now It was clear that persons endowed with these 
physical characteristics were capable of practices to match 
however abominable. It was widely beheved. therefore 
that the Jews— the child loving people pat excellence of the 
wodd—weie m the habit of sacnficrag Christian childrett 
at intervals in mockery of the Pbssiob of Jesus. The 
blood thus procured (it was said) was used m feeir Pass- 
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aver ntes its consumption being held to ’xJievc tliem 
the special odour with whKh they were endowed. 

This sort of fable was an old one Renan once called 
attentioQ to the uninventiveness of human malignity point 
mg in parucuiar to this specific charge which is constanUy 
brought up against unpopular religious minontics of every 
creed, all over the wodd It was as a matter of fact 
raised against the early Chnstians durmg the firi^ peisecu 
tions against the monks of Mt Sinai by the Arabs against 
the Jesuit Missionanes in China m the sixteenth century 
against the first European residents by the Japaneas, 
a^ against the Christians in the Tar East at the 
time of the Boxer Rebeilion. In every ca^ it tos 
unfounded and absurd In the case of the Jews 
however it was peculiarly so For the reiterated 
Biblical prohibition to consume animal blood (Leviticus 
xvn 10-14 Deuteronomy xu 16 23-5) received at the 
hands of the Rabbis an extravagant mterpretation Every 
animal had to be slaughtered for food m such a manner 
tiiat It mstantaneously lost the maximum amount of blood 
every remaining drop was drained off before the meat was 
permitted for food and a man was even fOTbidden by the 
ntualists to eat a piece of apple which shewed the slightest 
trace of his own bleeding gums I A contormmg Jew would 
thus submit to unheard of torture rather than consume a 
particle of blood He considered human flesh — amoral 
questions aside — as technically forbidden. Yet he of all 
persons was accused of making a practice of consuming 
human blood cantmnally obtained, as a regular rehgious 
nte! 

Yet, however preposterous the charge, it was in the 
Middle Ages believed in almost universally It was said 
that m the spring of every year representatives of Jewish 
communities cast lots among themselves to decide where 
the enme should be committed. Some tune subsequently 
an inn t dbfld would be done to death and 
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drained of his blood which would be mingled with the 
Passover wine or used m the manufacture of the Passover 
bread It did not matter that ruler after ruler condemned 
this absurd fable that the Pop^ (alv/ays fair however 
severe) forbade Christians to beheve m it, that impartial 
inqni’Y acqutted the accused. It was very seldom that it 
came to n. question of inquiry 

Time after time century after century m place after 
place the accusation was renewed and led in almost every 
mstance to mob justice to mass condemnation and a 
trail of bloodshed The questionable credit of having first 
brought the accusation to life hes with England where m 
1144 there occurred the classical mstance associated with 
the name of Wilham of Norwich A case foUowcd at 
Gloucester m 1168 then three years later with a case at 
BIois accompamed by a ghastly toll of human hves it 
obtamed its first foothold on the Continent Here it re^ 
curred with mcreasmg frequency Upwards of 150 re- 
corded episodes of the sort are listed by the historians 
yet probably these do not constitute more than a fraction 
of the whole Xn almost everv case the accusation was 
followed by wholesale arrests aad spoliation— frequently 
by massacre 

A wave of blood accusations swept over Poland m the 
eighteenth century which was responsible for the dignified 
Report of Cardmal GangaueQi (afterwards Pope Clement 
XTV) m which he completely exonetatod Jews of all con 
ceivability of blame for subb outrages. Nevertheless 
throughout the mneteenth century tihere were other spor 
adic outbursts — ^though seldom by a curious coincidence 
m any place where an impartial trial could be assured 
In the twentieth centuiy it has been revived m Nazi Gex 
many under serm auspices m the famous Jew 

baitmg organ Der Stuermer with a plethora of revolting 
and chimerical detail On many occasions the only evi 
denoe” of the crime was a miracle said to have beea 
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jhshed by the relics of the victim 
1 50 geatte and caltured a spirit as Chaacei 
tly m the fable. It was enshrmcd iii popuL 
pictrd m popular broadsheets In plac 
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(Cartoon from Der Stuerm^) 


/s had lived for csntunes the child receive 
>51011 of the modem zepresentatives of 
ble for his Saviour's death by bemg take 
one of some supposititious maityr in the 
beartng the old folk-song at his mother s I 
xmnt Of the Bloody Jews and their han 
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Chnstian folk. Even in our o'!?!! more sophisticated day 
The Pnoress s Tale jicluded m the school curriculuni 
without a hne of exphnatioQ, can hardly fad to have a 
Rimdar effect The seeds of anti SemitW are well and 
truly sown 

Legends of the sort grew Topsy like without outside 
agency A* Lincoln the aly where Little St Hugh 
was said to have been inail^ed in 1255 a notice now 
displayed above his reputed sepulchre characterizes the 
Ritual Mmder libel as “a common superstition, now 
whoHy discredited which had its ongm in the “ fflrmttfifti 
hatred of the Jews * that prevailed m the Middle Ages 
Yet romantic visitors insist on inspecting in the legendary 
Jews* Court ’ on Steep Hdl the well in which, the infant 
niart 3 rr s body was thrown-— notwi thst a nding the fact that 
the autbonti^ are prepared to produce the gentleman, still 
hvmg who was responsible for diggmg it* 

m 

The Ritual Murder hbel fantastic though it was was 
followed by another even more prejiosterous It was m 
1215 that the Fourth Laterau Couned recognized officially 
the doctrme of Transubstantiation — ^that is that m the 
ceremony of the Holy Communion the consecrated de 
ments become the actual body and blood of Jesus Christ 
Now It so happens that a microscopical acadet orgamsm 
(known as the micrococcus prodtgiosus) havn^ an appear 
ance not unlike that of blood, may sometimes form on 
stale food kept m a dry place This simdanty to blood led 
in the Middle Ages to the assumption that it was blood, 
and was regarded as a proof of maltreatment In such cases 
the prodigy was generally believed to be the outcome of a 
fiendish plot of the Jews who desinng m their aatanic 
hatred to renew upon the body of the Lord the agomes of 
the Passmn. had somehow obtained to the can 
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HOST DESECRATION 

(From a woodcut 1492) 

elemeat and tortured it with Icmves 
bied 

dea was rather more insane than fanU 
dd have gone to the trouble and imJ: o 
le actually believed that the wafer was 
lour — ^in which case he would not ha\ 
lor could he conceivably have desired tc 
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such an outrage Yet this sdf contradictory extravaganza 
caused the loss of the lives of thousands from the period 
when It \\as first mooted at Beehtz near Berlin m 1243 
when scores of Jews and Jewesses were burned at the 
stake upon this charge Later cases of the sort with 
thear accompaniment of pillage bloodshed, and bamsh 
ment were recurrently brou^t up all over Europe^ oul 
mmatmg in causes calibres (which are still commemorated 
locally) at Pans in 1290 at Brussels in 1370 and else- 
where And m 1420 a charge of this type led to the ex 
termination with a horror of cruelty unequalled until 
1938 of the entire Jewish oommumty of Vienna 

IV 

Such were the cranes ** of which the Jews were um 
versaHy held guilty All reinforced the ecclesiastical 
thesis that they were the enemies of Christendom and of 
Christian folk It was true that the heads of the Cathohc 
Church added the corollary that their contmued existence 
— especially if it were an ignomimous one— was testimonv 
to the truth of the Gospds that they were not to he 
physically maltreated and that the persuasion of argument 
only should be brought to bear upon them to make them 
realize the venties of the Christian faith Secular spints 
— and indeed many of the clergy too — could not compre 
hend this dehcate toough logical reasomng and the arti 
ficially engendered hatred generally found its outlet 
sooner or later m massacre 

For a thousand years therefore the record of the Jews 
m Europe was a protracted martyrdom In all hKtoiy 
there is httle more harrowing than this bloodstained tecord. 
The ocoitmuous record begms with the First Crusade 
when the eager soldiers of the Cross were persuaded that 
they could gam paradise by the slaughter of a smgle infidel, 
of whatever religious persuasion, and began to save the 
scpukhre of Chnst by onslaughts on the Jewish 


THE 


PROBLEM 



ZEWS BEING DBAGOED OFF TO MARTYRDOM 

(From an old woodcut 1475) 


long tlie Rliinejand W th the Second Qru^e 
iion spread to France and with the Third to Esg. 
=e the entire conmnimly of York nmnolated 
"T than fall into the hands of the assailants In 
^ten sennons of a zealous archdeacon at S< 
the for the beginning of a wave of vassst 

Mm, from the Pyrenees to the Straits of GibraJta 
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a hundred c ties the number of victmL 
70 000 souJs In Gennany — the classic 
aarSyrdom £or a thousand years — no few 
img communities were wiped out m 129 
ence of a charge of ritual murder m o 
t years later almost the whole Jewish { 
ice Swabia and Franconia was extent 
was reached at the penod of the Black 
elative immunity of the dmxens of the 



MASSACaS OF JEWS 
(From an old woodcut, 1493) 


0 a widespread allegation that they had p 
nth a concoction manufactured of spider 
instian hearts and comecrated Hosts 
mmumttes of some 350 places were bt 
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la esstem Europe the outbreak of the Ukraimaa Ck>£- 
sac^ against Pohsh misrnle in the seventeenth c€n*u£y 
was accompanied by a senw of onslaughts on the Jews 
jjixst as any outbreak ot the Poles against the Okrainians 
would have been. Massacres took place m i<548“9 on a 
scale and of a feroaty which beared anything inroMously 
known m European history The horrors were accen 
tuated by the refinement of mgenmty shewn m the tortures 
by which they were accompanied whfie the Poles betrayed 
their Jewish &Ilow citizens in many places in the mistaken 
hope of saving their own hves Six years later at the 
time of the Russian invasions the scenes were repeated, 
the toll of Jewish hves between 1648 and 1658 bemg 
reckoned at 100000 A hundred years later bands of 
“Haidamack rebels rose agam m the Ukraine perpe 
tratmg atrocities which at least rivalled these 

Thereafter with the French Revolution and the Indus 
trial Revolution and the spread of Western ideas it was 
thought that a new era had set m But in 1881 a senes 
of outbreaks took place m Russia which added a new 
word — ‘ pogrom — ^to the vocabulary of Europe and 
devastated no fewer than 160 Jewish centres These 
scenes were repeated at mtervals as long as the old Russian 
Empire lasted and m the travail which succeeded its. feill 
It was these Russian pogroms of the late mneteenth and 
early twentieth centunes which sent wave after wave of 
refugees to seek a new home m the lands of freedom in 
the West There are few Jews m the Western world who 
did not lose some kmsman in those troubled days Your 
httle East End tadox your Seventh Avenue costumier 
IS a hvmg link between yourself and one of the most 
poignant tragedies of histc^ 
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being the anticipated outcome of the second commg of 
Chnst It was for this reason that the Cathohc Church 
officiaHy held that the Jews were to receive toleration 
though no more But lay mtellects could not appreciate 
the subtle distinctions of ecclesiastica] dialectic At inter 
vals some overzealous son of the Church, desirous of 
purging his dominions of the tamt of disbehef agamst 
which he had been so persistently warned decided to expd 
all the Jews from his realm once for all They co^d 
not, of course be permitted (any more than theur descend 
ants at the present tune) to take all their substance with 
them, for that would denude the realm of some of its wealth 
Accordingly sometimes with little more than the clothes 
they wore and theur beloved books diey would be hounded 
over to the frontiers notwithstandmg the patching heat of a 
Mediterranean summer or the rigours of a mid European 
winter hundreds or thousands falhng by the way Their 
social conduct or commercial habits would occasionally 
be adduced as a further jistification for inhuman treat- 
ment Yet the pretext was behed by the fact that any 
who professed to be converted to Chnstiamty were per 
mitted to stay — and staying were ensured of the support 
of the faithful 

Thus the Jews were expelled from various countnes in 
the Dark Ages from England m 1290 from France m 1306 
and (more completely) m 1394 from Spam in 1492 from 
Portugal m 1497 from Naples in 1540 from Brandenfrurg 
m 1509 from Vienna m 1670 from Bohemia m 1745 
(The sequence has not yet ended and places which figure 
in letters of blood and fire m Jewish history of past ages 
come into today s news sometime m an id^tici conno 
tation) 
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on the sod — ^bad such a thing been possible — when he had 
to face the nsk of expropriation and expulsion once agam'> 
It was necessary for him to have his property m a form 
as easily transportable as possible — m cash or gold or 
jewels — ^which he could pack up and conceal if he had to 
take up the wanderer s staff anew He tended naturally to 
congregate in the great seaports where he disembarked 
penniless without the means to continue his jounwy m 
land He crowded together with others m hastily con 
structed tenements so that the inhabitants accused him of 
filth and insamtaiy hving and of being responsible for 
the spread of disease Moreover whereas he might have 
been settled m his previous home for untold generations 
his language and his customs and his way of hfe being 
at one with the rest of the inhabitants (sa^e in the matter 
of region) he was now a stranger a foreigner an ahen 
speakmg with pathetic fidehly the tongue of the land ftat 
had spewed him out 

At the threshold of these expulsions it was necessary 
for him only to accept a formula m order to be saved the 
pangs of e^e The acceptance of a single drop of bap 
hsmal water was enough to entitle him to remain and 
enjoy his property the scenes m which be had been 
brought up and the land where his fathers ky buned and 
to avoid the hideous uncertainty of the future which lay 
betore hnn There were of course some Jews who chose 
that easier way But th^ were a tiny mmority The un 
gamly figure of the Wandexmg Jew dad m rags footsore 
weary* and penniless snatching repose for a few tnftjtwgtts 
until some new storm buffeted him on towards a new stage 
m his wanderings— that ungainly figure acquires a heroic 
digmty when one realizes that he could have thrown off 
his rags and dad himself in scarlet and enjoyed peace and 
quiet and affluence by pronouncing one single word — a 
wprd \^uch he thd not pronounce 
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could be dnven into their Ghettos bi 
y to dnve them into a Ghetto life 
pious Chnstians they persisted m retai 
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side interests, and m coIlabOTating effectively (so far as it 
was humanly possible) m the activities of the outeide 
world There were Jewish minnetongers m thirteenth 
century Germany Jewish song wntefs in thirteenth cen 
toy Italy Jewish troubadours m thirteasnth centurv France 
When the Dark Ages lost all idea of the magnificent hen 
tage of Greece — ^its philosophy and its medicine and its 
science — it was the Jews together with the Arabs who 
treasured it and yet further developed it Hence, just after 
the Norman Conquest of England when Europe once more 
be ca T P<^ mterested m such things inquiring scholars bad 
recourse first and foremost to the Jewish quarter It was 
thus laigely through the devious medium of ti'anslahons 
from Greek to Arabic and from Anbic to Hebrew and 
from Hebrew to Latm that the first breath of the Renais 
sance stored Europe and without these Jewish mter 
mediaries the background even of Dante would be 
unrecognizable 

This service m the transmission of leammg had already 
then an anaent and honourable tradition behmd 
It Even the so-called Arabic” numencal system that 
we use, without which modem mathematical and techmcal 
advances would have been impossible was first mtroduced 
to the Arabs from India m the eighth century by a Jew 
and transmitted from the Arabs to Latin Europe m the 
eleventh century by converts from Judaism, 

Such acfivities did not preclude onginal work on the 
contrary they incited to it Notwithstanding the prohibi 
tion which obtained m the Christian world, the names of 
thousands of Jewish physicians of the Middle Ages have 
been preserved, including men like Isaac Israeli, who were 
among the fathers of mediseval medicine The medical 
woris of the great Maunomdes were studied at the umver 
sitfis of Christian Europe down to the eighteenth century 
In Eo^and, though Jews were officially excluded at the 
tone Whittmgton had to a Jewish physi 
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caan to attend epos bis wife And, later on, on the 
threshold of mod^ tunes great names emerge like those 
of Garcia dOrta, the founder of tropical medicine and 
Rodrigo de Castro the founder of gynasoology Mai 
tnonides is of course best remembered as a philosopher 
and to his speculations St Thomas Aquinas was indebted 
for a good deal m that great system of thought wluch 
mediseval Europe regarded as fundamentaL 
Other Ghetto scholars turned to astronomy and were 
responsible for many notewortiiy innovations. The greatest 
centre of map making m the fourteenth century was the 
Jewish quarter of Palma, in Majorca where the discoveries 
of Marco Polo were first recognized and mcorporated m 
representations of the cont^nporary world It was a map 
by a Jewish eicpert that the King of Aragon sent as a 
present to the l^g of France when the latter apphed to 
him for the best available and further productions of this 
school accompanied all the great explorers of the penod 
on their voyages The famous nautical school at Sagies 
the cradle of the Portuguese discoveries which resulted m 
the rounding of the Cape and the opemng of the sea 
route to India, was first durected by a Majorcan Jew 
forcibly baptized as a prehminary and both the improved 
astrolabe and the Jacobs Stall— the two indispensable 
iiKtruments for nautical observation used by all the ex 
ploreis of the penod — ^were invented by Jewish Rabbis 
When Christopher Columbus was attempting to find 
si^port for the voyage which was to result m the discovery 
of America, encountering rebuff after rebuff at every court 
of Europe it was from a group of Jews and crypto Jewra 
alone that he found encouragement One of them pro' 
vided the funife for his expedition and was rewarded by 
being the recipient of the first report of the discovery of 
the New World The expedition was equipped with the 
nautical instruments of one Jew and the astronomical 
tables compiled by another (with the aid of which the 
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explorer discourteously anticipating Allan Quatermam. 
was able to foretell an echp% and thus save himsdf iiosa 
the supersttioiis natives) As for the expedition itself 
one ex Jew served on it as physician ard one as soigeon 
it was a crypto Jewish sailor who fiist sighted the New 
World, and the crypto Jewish interpreter who first landed 
on It And (it may be added) before a genemhon was oui; 
Jews figured as victims in the first auto da fe staged m 
the Western Hemisphere 

But all this fruitful activity was in the teeth of the 
opposition of official Chnstiamty m an age when official 
Qmstianify meant official Europe Time after time the 
mteicouise which such collaboration entailed was con 
denmed m the most sweeping terms Time after tune 
specific regulations were enacted to restnet or prevent 
such relations The system of exclusion and contumely 
which was built up remained m force it may bo said untl 
the nmeteenth century 


n 

Breaches were indeed made in the system earlier So 
early as the seventeenth century Protestant England and 
Holland, waiting on profit as well as on the Lord had 
anticipated the benefiaal effects of a Jewish settlement on 
the export trade and had accorded a certain, msMure of 
social and economic freedom Nevertheless important 
restrictions still contmued even m these corapanitively 
liberal lands Thus it was not tmtil 1831 that Jews were 
permitted to open retail shops m the City of London 
Hence, even here they were compelled to resort m large 
numbers for their hvdihood to the traditional calhngs of 
peddhng and oid-dothes dealmg Equality and freedom 
of opportunity thus b^an (unless we are to take into 
account Uie complete emancipation of the tmy handful of 
Am Jews in consequence of the War of Inderpood 
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ence) only with the French Revolution the fathers (rf 
winch som;^what to their surpnse discovered that even 
Jews could not logically be excluded from the scope of 
the Declaration of the Rights of Man 
Prom 1789 onwards therefore a new dawn broke for 
the Jews of Europe. In Italy and elsewhere freedom was 
introduced by the French annies which broke down the 
walls of the Ghettos and summoned its stunted denimr^ s 
forth to enjoy the nghts of human beings In Prussia 
emancipatcon came about m 1812 when a hard pressed 
country rallying all elements to fight against the mvadec 
in the War of Liberation decided that the support even 
of the Jews was worth achievmg 

Outside France and Holland, the reaction which suc- 
ceeded the Battle of Waterloo did away with these new 
won nghts Yet they remamed part of the constitutional 
programme and m tbe course of the nmeteenth century 
as Liberalism triumphed in land after land the Jews were 
granted equahty brfore the law In England, restriction 
after restnctiou was swept away m the course of the first 
half of the century Parhameatary emancipation lagged 
behind largely owing to the obscurantist majonty in the 
House of Lords but at last in 1858 Jews were admitted 
to sit m the Commons and twenty eight years later the 
first Jew was raised to the Peerage. 

In Germany equality reappeared momentarily as a 
natural consequMice of &e constitutional movement of the 
1830 s and 1840$, was swept away in the subsequent 
reaction but became the general rule m the 1860 s In 
Italy It was part of the hl^al programme of the Risorgi 
mento the Last disabibties finally (as it then seemed) ^ 
appeaimg m their last stron^iold, when Rome became the 
capital of United Italy Most of the other European coim 
tries fell into hue at the same period Ibus after 1870 tf 
may be said that Jewish emancipation had been generally 
adueved. except in backward parts of the world such as 
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C^nst Russm the Barbarv States Evun nere bow- 
ever it was generally anticipated that the sitiii. teneSts 
would be extended with the progrebs of time the ettensios 
of sanitation and the adoption of Vi estern dress 

m 

It IS not to be imagined that this emtuicipation ” in the 
pesnod between the downfall of the I rench monarchy and 
the estabhshment of the German Empire imp! ed sunpiy 
the nght to sit in Parliament or to vote for the Municipal 
Council Ihis was only part— an insigoificant part-Aif 
the whole By and large the change meant that tjte 
Jews were at last accorded the nghts, not ot citizens onjy 
but of human beangs It meant that thu could at last live 
where they pleased It meant that certain cities were no 
longer barred to them It meant that they no longer had 
to return each mght to theit Ghettos. It meant that 
they need no longer wear a distinctive dress It meant 
that they were no longer compelled to restnet themselves, 
as their fathers had done to the ignoble callmgs of money 
lending and peddhng and old clothes dealmg They could 
study at the uiuversities They could enter the profes 
sions They could become lawyers or doctors and 
practise among the ordmary population without restnctKin 
Most precious privilege of all. all might now marry if 
they were so mchned and not the eldest son of the family 
alone It meant that the world with its opportumhes of 
li£e and of happmess were at last open to the sons whom 
Hmy begot 

As was only to be expected, the newly emerged denizens 
of the Ghetto took full advantage of the opportunities that 
at last lay opened out before them Money lenders de- 
veloped titfar businesses and became bankers and assisted 
m finamnng the Railway Age and the later phases of the 
^ RevolutiOQ OM-clothes mai became tailnra, 
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and pawnbrokcts by a nabnal tiansitioa antique dealos 
their children sometimes developing into art experts 
of mtemational reputation. Pedlars were at last 
able to set up shops and became merchants later they 
mtrodnoed improved processes m produchon in manu 
facture and above aU m the distnbutive trades The 
next generation made a further step forward. They had 
been reproached previously that they did not care for any 
thmg but business Very well they would now prove how 
much this was not the case They would enter mto the 
professions and shew the world that they could make 
good m them So Jewish lawyers began to emerge; and 
Jewish physicians and Jewish scholars and Jewish 
journalists and Jewish authors — remarkable galaxy m 
duding some of the fine fiower of nineteenth-century 
crvihzation 

So far mdeed were Jews permeated with the conviction 
that their troubles were now at an end that, withm the 
community dismtegration set m to a prodigious extent 
Toleration achieved instantaneously m many cases what 
persecution had failed to do m centunes Now that 
religion was no longer paramount, as it had formerly 
been, it became easy for an apathetic Jew to become by 
undergoing a smgle painless formahty an apathetic 
Christian and this took place with distressing frequency 
More frequently stiD Jews mgenuously bdievmg that the 
halcyon days of mutual trust and toleration had arrivi^ 
cast ofi their Jewish behefs and Jewish practices which 
they considered to have become trivial and settled down 
to become Engbshmen and Frenchmoi and Germans 
without further quahficatton. (It came as a great shock 
when m many cases they found tliat their children were 
swept mto the enthusiasms of the dommant faith and grew 
up with a healthy ant Jewish prejudice.) 

Above ah with the increase of social intercourse betwerai 

Jews and non Jews on a nonnal footing m 
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between the two ekmeats increased to an enormous degree, 
so that m some outlying Jewish communities the proper 
non (rf nnif>Ti<i m which both partners wore Jews was 
actually m a minority Generaliy this resulted m the 
setting up of a family which, whether nominally Jewish 
or nominally Qinstian or ostensibly neither was su 
premely subject to the attraction of the environment In 
an overwhelmm^y large proportion of cases the oSspnng 
was completely lost to Judaism Even those Jews who 
remamed loyal to the spintual tradition of their ancestor 
(and there were some places where th^ were now a 
minority) thought it desirable to modify the modes ctf 
worship and the folk wavs which had been evolved m the 
course of the previous long centunes In the process 
them power of resistance suffered and their children tended 
to be absorbed in the majonly In many Western coim 
tries (and Germany was pre eminent in this respect) it 
seemed as tliough any lingering diflSculties between Jew 
and Christian would be solved by the disappearance of 
the Jew 


IV 

It IS worth while to pause for a moment to consider 
this remarkable outpouring of talent to which reference 
has been made above That it should have emerged is 
not remarkable There was probably no question of ex 
ceptional mtellectual qualities The Jew is no more gifted 
than. Im neighbour except masmudi as an urbanized ele 
ment tends to be more intellectual than a rural one. To 
this may perhaps be added the cumulative effect of (ten 
tunes of boobsh txammg and the passion and teeff 
saenfice with which the Jewish parent works to secure 
for his son the best possible education 
But another force was operative more imperative than 
th^ For long the Jews had been arbffcialiy kept 
down and repressed Fox so long they had been com 
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pdlcd to devote all thetr dMmUons to d^radod oocuj[si- 
tions For so long all their mtellectoal activity had been 
restricted to a single subject and their lives bounded by 
a single street Now when external pressure was re 
moved they could not help pressing with mresistible force 
towards eveiy possible outlet It was not (as it has been 
expressed) tha* the newly emancipated Jews of the nine* 
teenth century rose above their level it was that, after 
a lapse of centunes they at last found their level 

Whatever the reason the consequences were remark 
able I^t us use a well known and highly respectable 
intellectual barometer The Jews awarded the Nobel Prize 
down to 1933 numbered fourteen m addition to 
whom there ware six halfJdSws Of the populatioa 
of the Western world the Jews constitute not more 
than 1 per cent but they thus included some 10 per cent 
of the Nobel Pnze-winners Numerically they were ex 
ceeded only by the French and Germans’-^ whom how 
ever (though the Jews were only one m a hundred of 
the German popidation) one-quarter were Jews Of the 
seven Amencan pnze-wmners, two were Jews but the 
Jews m Amenca do not number more than 3 per cent of 
the total population Here one has some sort of index 
of the importance of the Jewish share m the mtellectual 
and scieatihc (and above all as it happens m the medical) 
arSivities of the modem world in the period snoceedmg 
their emancipation 

The results were it can be said, prcwhgious But I will 
not be unctuous about it Pioneers and mventors irre- 
spective whether they are Jews or Celts black faamed or 
red haired work because of some inner mapulsion too 
subtle m its nature to be bound up with any sin^e element 
m their constitution The more disinter^ted they are 
the more readily they will admit that there are few st^s 

m human which can be isolated from what 

before and after Great sacaitific advances, even when 


they result from a flash of genius must be 

dependent on the laboms of previous generations of in 
qmrers just as they themselves buJd the basis tor sub«e 
quent development It is no more sensible to isolate the 
contnbution of any one man than it is to remove a length 
of the side-piece from a ladder m the expectation that 
the ladder will perform its functions equally well 

Exactly the same should be said of the Leopold Harrises 
and the Dutch Schulzes The Jews being as human as the 
Maons and the Bohvians must be permitted their share 
of cnmmals as they must have their share of diabetics and 
asthmatics But when the Jewishness of a Leopold Harns 
16 shrilly insisted on the least that can be done is to 
display by the citation of such instances as are here 
assembled that Jews have amply phyed their part in 
the development of this brave new world 

V 

We may begm at random, with the subject which most 
vitally aj^ts an author In every country Jews began 
at this penod to make their contnbution to national hter 
ature Heme m Germany Brandes m Denmark Disraeli 
m England Meades in France. No less significant were 
the half Jews who range from that Palgrave who compiled 
The Golden Treasury to Br^ Harte who discovered the 
literary potentialities of the American scene, and from 
Marcel Proust, who founded a new school of fiction to 
Andr^ Maurois who founded a new school of biography 
(This IS less surprising when we recall that the great 
Montaigne himself was the son of a Jewish mother ) In 
Germany above aH, half of the great imaginative wntere 
throu^ whom German hterature became known in the 
outside world — Hem© and WaMcrmann and Zweig fmd. 
Feuch and ear and Ludwig and ToDer 



The Jewish on with the stage too was par 

ticolarly dose* Playwng^its like Pmero Sotro Bmstem 
Schmtzier players like Rachel Tree Bergner Bernhardt 
producers like Brahm Jessner Reinhardt — ail these took 
an important share m making the drama the vital thmg 
that it was to become during the later nmeteenlh and 
twentieth centunes On the concert platforms half of the 
great instrumentalists from Moscheles and Rubmstein to 
Heifetz, were Jews and if the number of Jewish torn 
posers of the first rank was not great, they mduded giants 
such as Mendelssohn Meyorbeer and Mahler 
So too with art The Dutch did not hesitate to con 
sider Israels die Rembrandt of the nineteenth century 
and the First Reich certainly produced no German artist 
more distinguished than Liebermann In the radical 
schools which emerged with the twentieth century Jews 
were promment produang their Botticelli in Amedeo 
Modigham Camille Pissaro earlier was among the 
founders of the Imprcssiomst school m France and today 
Jacob Epstein may be counted among the greatest sculp- 
tors of modem tunes 


VI 

Most dis tinguish ed of all was the contribution of the 
Jews to medicme. Though it has been quoted more than 
once before one cannot resist the terapt^on of repeating 
the summary which was drawn up by a non Jewish medical 
man at the tame when the Hitlw regime started m Ger 
many 


“ A Nazi who has vener^ disease must not allow him 
self to be cured by salvarsan because it is the discovery 
of tile Jew Ehrlich He must not even take steps to find 
out whether he has this ugly disease because the Wasses~ 
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tinsmn reacbOB wtBch IS used £or the purpose is the dis^ 
covery of a Jew A Nazi who has heart disease ffiust not 
use digitaiin, the medical use of which was discovered by 
the Jew Ludwig Traube. If he has toothache he will not 
use cocame or he will be benefiting by the work of a Jew 
Carl KoUer IVphoid must not be treated or he will have 
to benefit by the discovenes of the Jews Widal and Wed 
If he has diabetes he must not use msulm becau^ its m 
vention was made possible by the research work of the 
Jew Minkowsky 

If he has a headache he must shun pyranudon and 
antipyrm (Spiro and Edege) Anti-Semites who have con 
vulsious must put up with them for it was a Jew Oscar 
Liebreich who thought of chloral hydrate The same 
with psychic ailments Freud is the father of psycho- 
analysis Anti Semitic doctors must jettaou all dis- 
coveries and improvemoits by the Nobel Prizemen 
Bfirany Otto WarbiEqg the dermatologists Jadassohn 
Bruno Bloch Unna the neurologists Mendel, Oppenham 
Ktonecfcer Benedikt the lung specialist Fraenkel the 
surgeon Isiael the anatomist Henle and others 


This record grows almost daily As I write these Imes 
there is pubhshed the account of a remarkable discovery 
whereby at last niedicme is given a Weapon for use against 
pneumonia The r^rt m The Times ends 

' tnddentoUy the possibiltty of disarming bacteria by 
stripping them of their capsules opens up an entirely new 
field of work the tilling of which is likely to occupy re 
search workers during many years The discovery of the 
spead powers of the sulphamlamde ^<mp waf mcm in 
^rmany and was to some extent due to m accident 
But the work lies in a line which leads back directly io the 
dancer researches of Paul Ehrlich and Ms pupils 
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To tbe mrad unuutiated in the niystenes of racaal 
science such a statement makes the apphcahon of any 
sort of numeiicai regulation to medical study not merely 
preposterous but potentially cmninal The more recent 
news from Germany that Jews are to he totally withheld 
from medical practice and research is the pinnacle of out 
rage It will be a moral responsabdity that would harrow 
any but the Nazi mmd that so a new Ehrhch of a new 
Wassermaim might be deprived of the chance of serving 
humamty 

In other fields Jewish scholars were responsible for the 
evolution of new and frmtful theories which widfeoed 
human horizons and opened up new Imes of mqiniy 
Lazarus and Stemthal founded the science of racial psy 
chology and Duxkheim modern soaology It was Loin 
broso who first claimed that crime is die product of a 
diseased mmd which needed curative treatment, founding 
thereby the modem saence of cnmmology Above all 
three Jews were responsible for the profound change m 
the world’s philosophic outlook induced by those major 
conceptions Bergson s Theory of Creative l&folutioiu ^ 
stem s Theory of Relativity and Freud s discovery of the 
Subconscious and the new science of P^cho analysis 

To enter a less austere field of spintual activity it is 
not generally known that it was a Jew Lewis Gomperz, 
deviser of numerous afipliances mtendcd to amehoratc the 
treatment of dumb beasts who was the father of the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals The 
dreams of Isaiah were renewed m the rnneteMith century 
by Jean Bloch whose proposals were responsible for Ihe 
Hague Peace Conference of 1899 and for the establishment 
of The Hague Tnbunal for International Arhilration, and 
by I Zamediof, who devised Esperanto m the hope 
that an mteraational medium would lessen mtemational 
nusunderstandir^ 

Above an. the nal Jewish love of was 
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allowed at last free expressic» m the ncft oa and the 
ideals of the Ghetto were allowed to permeate the State 
The lives of 5 GOO babies are saved each jear ra Bagland 
alone through the researches of Ehrlich ihat those bom 
deaf are now able to speak is partly due to the pioneering 
efforts of Pereire and Van Praagh Nathan Straus of New 
York was responsible more than any other man for the 
general mtroduction of pasteurized milk and Dr 
rtardn who wus of Jcwish descent estabhshed tlie world s 
greatest orphanage 


vn 

The oontnbution to public life cannot be neglected 
for many Jews considered it a point of honour to take 
on the responsibilriies as well as the pnvileges of thear 
new positionu AH political parties were represented At 
one time there was no doubt a bias to Liberalism and 
the parties of the Left, which bad favoured Jewish emana 
pation This however was never exclusive Hence the 
prophet of the new Conservatism m England, Benjamin 
Disraeli, and the theonst of Jxmkensm m Germanv Fried 
nch Stahl were of Jewish birth figures certainly as influen 
tial as Lasker the founder of the National Liberal patty 
in Germany or Crdmieux, the veteran French Liberal who 
was responsible for the abohtion of capital pumshmmt 
for pohttcal offences If there was any quahty that might 
be deemed spectBcaHy Jewish in these men it lay only m 
their cominon sympathy with suffering humanity a qu^ty 
further exemplified m Ferdinand Lassalle and Karl Marx 
(though of Marx it must be stated he was a Jew only by 
descent, having been baptized m his youth, having been 
educated as a Protestant and having l^en outspokcaily 
anti Jewish throughout his hfe) 

Even to the art of war (I add with less, or another sort 
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of pleasure) Jews caatiibuted it is oiough to laeutim 
Rubm Ventura the adventurer from Lombardy who be- 
came commander of the Lahore army General Giuseppe 
Ottoleoghi at one time Italian Mmister for War and {Sir 
John Monash who commanded the Aastrahau forces m 
France during their smashing victones m 1918 and was 
(it is said) designated by Lloyd George to the supreme 
command of the British Expeditionary Force 
It would certainly be distiessmg to the devoted Nazi 
wesre he to realize to what extent Jewish talent is mvoived 
m the mtiation and development of many of those devices 
on whose effiaency his movement so largely depends 
Herr Hitler when he holds his vast audiences spellbound 
by his eloquence uses a language which received its stan 
dards of orthography from a primitive translation of the 
Hebrew scnptuies v^h was made malleable by Luther s 
femous version of the Bible which was enrichai by the 
lyoc gemus of Hemnch Heine and which was purified 
by the Jewish lexrcc^rapher of the last century Danid 
banders He declaims mto a microphone for which part 
of his thji Tilcs are due to the Jew Emil Berhna: his voice 
reaches a v^t audience by means of the amplifier and 
acknowledgment is due to a Jew Robert von 
Lieben The very handkerchief with which be mo^ his 
brow was populanzed by Italian Jews of the age of the 
Renaissance whose Gentile contemporaries regarded its 
use as a rather di^stmg habit 
The voice of your totahtanan leader is earned into every 
home and workshop of the country by means of the raiho 
based on the Hemian waves discovered by the half Jew 
Hemnch Hertz (the base also of course of wireless tde 
graphy as it was developed by Clerk MaxweU and Mar 
com) Distances are annihilate for him by the telephone 
and the motor car in whose invention or elaboration the 
Jews Phdip Reis and Siegfried Marcus pteyed a large 
part And finally if be wore to cross the Atlantic be 
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would doubtiess do so m a Zeppelin embodying among 
others the discoveries of the Jew Pavid thwarts the 
pioneer of the lighter tfaan-air dmgible 
So too with the cmetna — another great agency of pro- 
paganda The whole idea is based on the camera obscura 
described by a remarkable mediasval Jewish ^nius Rabbi 
Levi ben Gershom Sensitized paper was first used in 
photography by the younger Hcrschel The sound film 
was render^ possible by the invention of the microphone 
and amplifier to which the work of Berliner and Lieben 
contributed notably while the latest advance — ^the in 
troducUon of colour— is the result of a discovery by the 
Jewish Nobel Prize winner Gabnel Lippmann (If Jewish 
actors such as Eddie Cantor and Paul Muni Jewish pro 
ducers such as David Selznick and Jewish organizers such 
as Irvmg Thalberg have smee played a promment part 
m the cmema world, th^ are simply foUowmg m the 
path where Jewish pioneers have led the way ) 

And $0 with a score of other devices m universal use 
today The safety bicycle with its spider wheel was made 
possible by Nahum l^amon who estabhshed the first 
bicycle factory m Coventry The sewing machme with its 
vast sociological and economic imphcations was developed 
to its present high pitch of efficiency by the American 
Jew Isaac Smger It is more m accordan<% with the 
current conception of Jewish mterests that Abraham Stem 
made the first calculating machine but even the keyl^ 
watch, now m umversal us^ was the mvention of Law 
rence Barnett PhiUips That the safely match was m 
vented by a Jew the Itahan Samson Valobra, was only 
fitting for was not the jfirst European to discover the use 
of tobacco Mestre BernaL the crypto Jewish physician 
who accompamed Columbus on his first voyage? 

Were all these Jewish contobutions? It is absurd to 
imagme so Many mdeed of those who lutve been men 
boned had little contact with Jews and Judaism some 
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ofiiaally embraced Chnsbamty Most were ch3drco 
of a non Jewish environment and m any case their public 
activity and their laboratory work laded any Jewish 
flavour They were simply normal human beings con 
tnbutmg — ^because it was impossible for them not to con 
tnbum — ^to the common stock of Western culture. Nor 
m many cases (as I have indicated) can they be given 
the entire credit for those innovations with which their 
names are associated — ^they are products of the age and 
the school and of the environment m which they were 
bom But if It IS absurd to qualify their contributions as 
Jewish * It IS maniacal to suggest that they were alien, 
and as such could be dispensed with together with those 
who were responsible for them, in. the ideal common 
wealth of the sage Nazi theorists 
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REACTION 

I 

A French wnter has drawn a picture of the Wandering 
Jew Tis tenmg from behind the doors to the debates of 
the National Assembly m 1791 while the admission of the 
Jews to the nghts of citoens was being dtsciassed Ihe 
debates concluded, the vote was taken and the mohos 
was carried Immediately the Wandering Jew threw aside 
his pack, straightened the eternal stoop out of his shoo! 
ders, and with a firm step entered the hall, a free roan 
It was thus that every Jew regarded himself m the 
subsequent penod. His wanderings his persecutions were 
over He was at last a free man the equal of other men 
He did not bear m his heart any resentment for what had 
happened m the past (This perhaps is one of the most 
remarkahle features of the entire scene) His eyes were 
dmected towards the future and to the Elysian age m 
which for the first time, he was to be allowed coHabora 
bon and partiapatioii. 

He was at last allowed to partake of the good thmgs of 
life and he seized them witii both hands In that first 
outburst of pent up ability and enthusiasm Jews attains} 
distmchon fmne and sometimes power m almost every 
sphere There was no reason mdeed why they ^ould 
not for it never entered the mmd of any hbexal mmded 
person m those halcyon days that office and pxofe^on 
and the opportunity ai service should be parcelled out m 
proportion to anythmg but abihty 
Bat the Jews with other liberals were guilty of one 
senons of judgment They nnagmed tW, m this 
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Dew world of Uic ralway and the franchise men would 
suddenly become rational bemgs guided 1:^ their intellect 
alone They failed to realize that prejudice was stronger 
than logic The old ecclesiastical anti Semitism was in 
deed disappearing No one now dared to say that the 
Jews should be excluded from public office because their 
ancestors had kiUea Chnst. or that they should not enter 
the professions lest they should convert right minded 
Chnstians to J adaisra But the mentahty which had been 
engendered by fifteen hundred years m which those prmca 
pies had been incessantly preached m eveiy church and 
enforced by every Government, could not te swept away 
by legislative silence in a couple of decades The 
mediaeval German burner had been told to hate the 
Jews because they had martyred Jesus His descendants 
in many cases preserved the hatred (it was inevitable that 
they should) though they discarded the reason 
It might be said there was more excuse of a kmd for 
that hatred now than there had been m previous genera 
tions We have seen how the Jew artificially suppressed 
for so long was thrust upwards by sheer force of 
circumstance acquimg a momentary prommraice which 
he would never have achieved undw normal conditions 
For this to escape notice was not to be expected 
Non Jews jostkd by unfamiliar neighbours faced 
by new competiton, ^ding the opposing pohtKal party 
led by persons of unorthodox antecedkits hearing 
on aH snte of prof^sional men whose ancestors would 
not even have been allowed to live outside the Ghetto, 
and meetup persons m public life whose fathers bad 
hawked old clothes throi^h the streets were (not unnat nr 
aBy it can be conceded) jealons Their jealousy against 
the individual was generalized by the fact that its object 
belonged (as had always bera Jie case throughout history) 
to an easily recognizable mmonty and it was fortified by 
the histone anti Jewish prejudice inhentod from the 
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Jew!» were believed to rejwcsent & “ Sctnilic ” elejqetit as 
against the pcevaiLng ‘Aryan culture of Europe (an 
absurdity to which we must revert later on) the term 
Anti Senutism was evolved to describe this new version 
of an old prejudice 

n 

Curiously even grotesquely it was a Jew who was m 
directly responsible for loosing the storm One of the 
principal conditions of the Peace of Frankfurt by which 
the war of 1870-1 had been concluded was the payment 
by France of an enormous war mdemnity which was 
mtended to crush her completely for a long period of 
years Geimany being Germany it was exacted ruth 
lessly and. Trance being France it was paid The flow 
of gold over the Rhme provided an unprecedented stimulus 
to mdustrial and financial activity throughout the country 
Speculation increased to a fantastic extent and as a 
natural consequence a company promoton mama set in 
with the usual catch penny mechanism and great titles 
figured in more than ordinary profusion on the pros 
pectuses of the worthless concerns which contmura to 
appeal m rapid succession for public money 

It was on February 7th, 1873 that the Jewish Liberal 
leader Eduard Lasker (veiy properly paying no attention 
to the fact that there were some shady Jewish finanGwrs 
associated with the mania) called attention to the dangers 
of the situation in perhaps the most famous speech ever 
delivered m the Prussian Diet This pricked the specula 
non bubble just m time to avert a worse disaster There 
vras a spectacular slump widespread bankruptcy and um 
versal discontent The turned bourgeois looking for a 
scapegoat, disregarded the &ct that it a Jew who had 
prevented national bankruptcy and instead concentrated 
resentment on those Jews who had been associated 
(together with hosts of non Jews) in the fraudulent promo- 
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bcHB These dearly were the enemies of the Fathedand 
who wesre tinderinining its well being and oonspirmg with 
the French to rob it of the fruits of victory 

Hence when in the same year an obscure Ham 
burg joumahst named Wilhelm Marr published a 
sensational pamphlet, in a debased Hesgehan jargon The 
Victory of Judaism over Germanism it fell upon fruittul 
sod ^ His appeal with its apphcation of the fashionable 
new doctrines to the relations between the Jews and their 
neaghbours was eagerly seized on by the Junhers, who 
saw m it a weapon against tne upstart bourgeoisie (among 
whom there were some Jews) and by the dencals who 
objected to the hberal ideas which were spreadmg m the 
country (partly by the agency of certajn other Jews) The 
movement did not become really dangerous however until 
1879 when Bismarck abandoned the more or less con 
shtutional pohey which he had previously followed and 
which It was hoped he would contmue to develop untd 
Germany became another England. The National Liberal 
party which had hitherto faithfully supported him now 
went mto opposition, bitterly disappomted. Bismarck 
was funous and the fact that Lask^ and Bamberger the 
two leaders of the party happened to be Jews suggested 
an outlet for his passion m which pohtics and revenge 
could converge By playmg upon the latent forces of 
Jew hatred he would simultaneously undermine the posi 
tion of the hberal opposition and score ofE his persoina} 
grudge against its leaders. 

B^marck s powerful support was hence lent behind the 
scenes to the new anh Semitic movement Precise details 
are lacking but the result were instentaneou®. With 
military precision, attacks on the Jews began to figure m 
the right wm® Press Anh Semitic publications began to 

This same gendeman was xo fact the mventor of the 
term anti-^emite. He later tumed away from the doctrines 
he bad preached * with a dogust ” (to quote his own words) 
"that nude him aick," 
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pour oa tbc market — their apparent volume being in 
creased by tbe irritating cag of the Jews to answer 
pamphlet for pamphiet The powerful voice of Treitschke 
the prophet of the neo Hegeltan school was added to the 
babel At the close of 1879 an anti Semitic league was 
founded Before long, declared anh Semitic deputies 
began to make their appearance m the Diet and the Reich 
stag where at one time they numbered as many as twenty 
five and all but gamed control of the entire Conservative 
party (which — for history has a pretty sense of humour — 
was Itself founded by a Jew) 

There is no need to go here mto an account of the 
mtirky progress of pre-war German anh Semitasm which 
was appar^itiy (though events have now belied appear 
ances) more vocal than important The movement was 
responsible for some sporadic violence the burning of one 
or two synagogues and a couple of ritual murder tnals 
m the mediaeval tradition Ihough its extremer demands 
were rejected its mfluence was responsible for the ex 
elusion of Jews — ^not by statute, but none the le® ngor 
ously — from commissions m the Army from any 
appointment of importance in the Ovil Service or under 
the State and (even m the case of the most distinguished 
scholars m their parttcular spheres) from chairs m the 
um's^rsities This policy of exclusion with one or two 
exceptions, which only added to the annoyance of the 
anh Semites inadentaliy resulted m an additional con 
centration of Jewish intellectuals m those professions which 
were left open pathculady medicine certain branches of 
law and journalism 

The mj&uence of the anh Semitic party was however 
lestncted by its own mtem^ dissensions and by a senes 
of financial and other scandals which were all the more 
regrettable m a faction whose ostensible red^on ditre 
was the debasement of public Me by the Jews Lucien 
WoU. wntmg m 1911 could speak of the mov t as 
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one the unportaoce of which belonged to the past Its 
permanent significance lay m two facte — first that from 
It anti Semitic movements radiated in the closing years 
of the nineteenth century into other countries and 
secondly that by it anti Semitism was kept alive in Ger 
many mto the twentieth 

in 

The progress of the new Jew hatred m the remainder of 
central and western Europe is a tortuous and somewhat 
bonng story In Austria Hungary the German model 
was faithfully followed — ^not without clerical encourage- 
ment there was a famous ntual murder tnal at Tisza 
HsrlaT resulting m the acquittal of the accused and for 
many years an anti Semitic administration con 
trolled the municipality of Vienna In France the spread 
of the new ideas from beyond the Rhine led to the orgam 
zation of the Union Gdndrale to combat “Jewish and 

Masonic’ mfluence m banking but unfortunately it 
made a spectacular and not very creditable bankruptcy 
withm a few vears a good part of the savings of the 
Faubourg St Germam disappearing with it Neverthe- 
less the anti Semitic movement was not senously weak 
ened and it achieved ite greatest triumph when poor 
Captain Dreyfus was convicted of espionage and sent to 
Devils Island for no odier reason, however fantastic 
It may sound, than that he was a Jew In the 
end, to the relief of hberal minded persons through 
out the world, the French ideal of justice tnutnphed 
over the reactionary mdrtary and clesncal juteiests and 
the sentence was reversed Meanwhile repercussions of 
the Continental movement reached even England, though 
they were restricted for the most part to the lucubrations 
of Professor Goldwm Smith the columns of the Nineteenth 
Century and cnbcism of the foreign policy of Lord 
Beaconsfield 

AH tins was m effect, of 


But It was 
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diffcroQt when the new ideas crossed the eastern frontier 
of Germany In the Russian Empire where everything 
Genijan was considered ipso facto the perfection ot 
modem cultural achievement the new anti Semihsm was 
nailed wth joy Here the position of the Jews was dif 
ferent from that in the rest of Europe Russian Jewry 
was a lai-ge body then comprising some 5 000 000 souls 
or n^n> 50 per cent of the total Jewish population of 
the world at that time, and mainly hvmg in the 
western provinces which had been acquired on the 
break up of Poland There was no question here 
of any incursion into the Government or the pro 
fessjons or even to anv serious extent into business 
They constituted an ethnic minonty like so many 
others throughout the empire, with their own dialect 
their own costume their distinctive oampations and above 
all their own religion— a particularly dangerous charai> 
tenstic in a baidcward country They had few political 
nghts — ^but neither had any other of the inhabitants of 
the empire It was therefore anticipated that, with the 
spread of Western ideas a more hberal constituton and 
complete rehgious liberty would ultunately place RuKian 
Jewry on a similar footing to the remainder of their co- 
religionists throughout the Western world. 

But unfoitmiately the ideas which penetrated mto 
Russia at the close of the cfflitnry were not from westean 
hut from central Europe— not the conshtutionalism of 
England and of France, but the sabre-rattling Impemlism 
of Germany Unfortunately too the assasamahon of 
Alexander II m 1881 turned the GovenMneot agamst the 
mere Tho ught of reform m whatever sphere. As a result, 
the idea of ameliorating die position of the Jews apd that 
of granting a Constitution, which logically had nothing 
whatsoever to do with one another were freoziedliy op- 
posed by the Court, vnth equal bitterness as the first step 
towards revolution- MiHCOvcr wnce the country as a 
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wltolc was centunes behind die rest of Europe, mteSeo 
tually as well as ecsonomically the religions background 
which had been responsible for the mediaeval anti Jewish 
fe aliTig was fai thfully reproduced and the Jew was re* 
garded by every moujik as the slayer of Chnst and the 
enemy of Christians 

Into this magazine of combustible matenal was thrown 
the match of German scientific anti Setmtism The 
results were appalling In April 1881 a wave of massacres 
began at Ehsave^ad (the pretext characienstically was 
a dispute about ntual murder) Before the autumn at 
least 160 co mmuniti es had been devastated and thousands 
of Jews had lost their lives The news came as a shock 
to Europe as a whole where it had been imagined that 
such outrages had passed away for ever with the Middle 
Ages 

Thenceforth penodically so long as Czanst Russia 
existed there were regular recurrences — sometimes as was 
long suspected and is now proved with the connivance 
and even encouragement of the Government who found 
this an admirable method for diveitmg discontent into 
pohtically innocuous channels and for stifling the const! 
tutional movement by creating an unpopular cause with 
which to identify it The self-defence units which some 
of the more spirited of the younger generation formed 
were of course condemned as filial and provocative 
In 1903 there took place the bloody massacre at Kishmev 
which lasted for three days and sent a wave of horror 
throughout the world From 1905 to 1909 alone it was 
reckoned that there were 284 outbreaks and no fewer 
than 50 000 victims Meanwhile the economic condition 
of the Jews was mad© impossible by the May Laws which 
the Government had issued m 1 881 (ostensibly as a tern 
porary expedient) on the prinaple that a rainonfy which 
is attacked must necessarily require radical remedial 
treatment. 
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It has been necessary to go mto this m some detail, not 
so much because of the consequences in Russia as because 
of those m western Europe with which we are here more 
intimately concerned These outbursts (imitated on a 
smaller scale but more ingeniously m Roumama) almost 
broke the spirit of eastern European Jewry No man 
knew where the blow would fall neiirt. The only hope of 
salva&on lay in flight Withm a few months of the burst 
mg of the storm ten thousand destitute refugees amved 
HI a single Gahcian frontier town. Every fresh pogrom 
sent thousands more u) 30m the number of the fr^hves 
Between 1881 and 1914 no fewer than 2000000 
Russian and Pohsh Jews bad left theu* homes to find 
refuge in lands of greater tolerance The country seemed 
to be within measurable reach (except as regards the 
last particular) of the godly ideal enunciated by the 
President of the Holy Syno^ who expressed the hope 
that before long one-third of Russian Jewry would 
ermgtate one third be massacred, and the remaming third 
converted 


IV 

The flood of refugees was directed westward There 
was hardly a country of Europe to which none found their 
way Some settled# in Germany and Austna — ^the latter 
being reinforced later on, m 1915 by the refugees flymg 
before the Cossack invaders and sympathetically received 
by the patriotic Viennese (It was only later cm that a 
change m vocabulary and m outlook converted these 
miserable fugitves mto “ the scum of Eastern Europe 0 
There were large numbers in Pans and m En^and too 
The immigration to Amenca (where providentially the 
great labour famine made it possible for them to be 
absorbed) reached immense figures Over 150000 
arrived m the smgle year 1906, and as many as 
2,314 668 m all (nifiluding those from other lands of 
« 07 
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oppression besides Russia) in tbe entire period ISSl^ 
1929 

The consequence of all this was that both the distnbu 
bon and the position of the Jew in the world changed 
For generations before this penod the mass of the world s 
Jews had lived m what was now the Russian Empire;, and 
a comparatively insi gnifi cant minority in the Western 
Hemisphere. Henceforth other great new communities 
came into existence, and that of the United States of 
America ultimately became numencally the greatest of aH 
the world s Jewries 

In other countnes the numbers mvolved were far 
smaller England for example which probably received 
most after the Umted States (for some inkling of British 
fair play and tolerance had reached even the teeming 
Ghettos of eastern Europe) can hardly have received 
more than 100 (WO all told spread over half a 
century But the figures were great enough to make a 
difference m the position of the native Jew He had just 
vmdicated his nght to be a citizen of the country of his 
residence Suddenly this mflux immensely and awk 
wardly mcreased the proportion of aliens in the com 
munity and revived agamst bun the anb ahen feeling 
which he had just begun to hve down 

Poor immigrants be they eighteenth century Huguenots 
-or nineteenth century Ins^ are always accused of over 
crowdmg disease breeding and compebng agamst the 
nabve-bom workman m the labour market and of 
course this was the case at the tune of the Jewish influx 
in the early years of the twcnbeth century Once more 
even m hbCTal countnes cdl Jews became the object of that 
anb foreign feeling that had been stimulated by the recent 
enforced immigraats Once more a community which 
bad at last begun to And itself was tlirown out of equi 
hbnmn by a sudden mflux of correhgionists who were still 
m that unbalanced state which was erne of the hentages of 
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the Middle Ages The Jewish Problem ” on the pomt of 
solution was given a fresh hfe Russian anti Semitisam 
imported from abroad, created a condition which was re- 
sponsible for the stimulation of anti Semitism elsewhere 
It IS one of the most creditable chapters m the record 
of Enghsh Jewry that fully cognizant though it was of 
the danger threatened to its own position by this influx 
of refugees it pleaded consistently and courageously for 
the pohey of the Open Door 
The door was not open for long The Aliens Commis 
Sion of 1904 and the Ahens Act of 1905 three quarters 
dosed it The total number of the new immigrants to 
Great Bntain did not exceed 0 2 per cent of the total 
population Did England gam or lose*? She gamed 
morally by not abandoning her age old policy of allowing 
those who are pemecuted for the sake of tbeir conscience 
to take refuge on her shores She gamed matenally for 
the tobacco industry the clothing industry the cabmet 
makmg industry which probably give employment today 
to nearly as many hands as there are Jews m the country 
were largely their creation To them is due too m large 
measure that astomshmg progress m mass production m 
the tailoimg mdustry of inestimable importance to the 
social historian which has made it possible in our day 
for the shop assistant to become a passable mutation of a 
duchess even to the initiated eye The former reproaches — 
overcrowding and undercutting m the labour market — 
have long smee been forgotten and replaced by new ones 
which m turn will pass m God s good time Of the 50 000 
Jews who served England gladly m the field between 1914 
and 1918 and of the lOOOO who became casualties a 
majority were probably the sons of immigrant parents 
Grateful for what England had given them, they gave 
England gladly all they had 
Nor has the mtellectual contribution of the children of 
the Ghetto from to Epstem. been m derable 
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We have traced the Jewish Problem now to the early 
years of the twentieth century A scattered section of 
the population of Europe was long repressed by reason 
of Its faith The repression removed, it began by a natural 
reaction — probably only temporary — to work forward 
but Its progress mvited jealousy Its history — ^its con 
temporary as well as its past history — deprived it of the 
nonnal economic balance of other peoples And before 
It could recover from its most recent shock, the reaction 
m Russia, a great war burst upon the world, accompanied 
by revolution in one mighty empire and the mihtary over 
throw of another 

All these things had their influence on the position of 
the Jews A war psychosis not only demands uniformity 
It looks askance at persons of alien origm — ^and m every 
part of the world many Jews (m some parts, most) were 
recent amvals It did not matter that th^ enlisted by 
their thousands in all the combatant armies that there was 
no front on which Jews were not arrayed against Jews 
that (m a self conscious hope m certain mstances, to belie 
then reputation m the eyes of the world) some pkfonned 
prodigiea of valour that m the British Anmes for instance, 
they won five Victoria Crosses and a proportionate 
number of similar decorations that Jews even wrote the 
pataotic songs which were m every month In spite of 
all this, the anti ahem scare m every country involved the 
Jews It was not so much that anti Semitism flourished, 
as that the atmosphere m which «nti Semitism flourishes 
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was stunulatcd to a piodigioTJS extent 
So it was the empire of the Czars fell as any tyranny 
must fall m the end even an efiScient one (and that was 
the last thmg that could be said of the tyranny of Russia) 
It happened that the Jews as the worst treated element 
m the Russian Empire had naturally mclined towards the 
parties of oppositon who were pledged to remove their 
disabilities They were indeed, most promment m the 
ranks of the moderates especially the Constitutional 
Democrats to which they provided m the person of Maxim 
Vmaver (subsequently Mmister for Foreign Affairs under 
Denikin) one of its most influential voices always raised 
m strenuous opposition to the extremists There was 
however a han^ul who were prominent m the ranks of 
the Bolsheviks — ^notably Leon Trotsky whose genius made 
him one of the bugbears of anti revolutionanes throughout 
Europe after the October revolution 
I maintain with an emphasis I do not need to pomt 
here that every man has the right to his pohtical opuuons 
perhaps even, if he is clear headed and clear mouthed not 
only the tight but also the duty to expre^ them There 
would hence be no more call for apology or shame were 
every Jew a member of the Bolshevik party than were 
eveiy Jew a member of the Carlton Qub But m the 
mterest of truth it must be pomted out that the identiflca 
bon of the Jew with Bol^evism is simply the fabncation 
of Western mischief makers who did not scruple to 
identify that same Jew with the grossest capitalism ECarl 
Marx ite reputed prune apostle who was always rabidly 
opposed to Jews and Judaism was m that respect, at least, 
much less Jewish than Beaconsfield There was some 
thmg Jewish, it can be mamtamed. m Marx $ ngid logic 
and burning compassion ior the sufienngs of the sub 
merged but it is hard to maintain that Bolshev^m is not 
as much a Slavic as a Marxian system The Russian 
Jewish Soaalut oiganization. the Bund, far from sop- 
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porting Bolshevism, opposed it bitterly and was in conse- 
quence suppressed On March 15th i9i8 the Moscow 
Govemmeat actually issued a manifesto attacfcmg the 
Jews for their anti Soviet attitude and n the Ukraine 
the organized Jewish workers took up arms against the 
Bolsheviks That after the Revolution Jews plajed a 
quite prominent part m the administration is due mainly 
to the fact that they happened to be hterate — ^not a mn 
versal phenomenon m Russia Even so when the Jewish 
representation m the Russian Government was at its 
height, m 1919 there were only eleven Jews by birth (ail 
of whom had broken with Judaism) among its forty eight 
members The eleven were Trotsky Zmovief Radefc, 
Kamenief Untzky Volodansky Litvmof Joffie Larme 
Sheklof, Sverdlov (Despite contmued assertions that they 
were Jews, Lenin, Chicheim, and Lunaicharsky were Rus 
Sian aristocrats Kamemef Dzerzhinsky Tomsky and 
Stalm were Russian bourgeois and Kalinm was a Russian 
workman ) 

Smee the purge of the Communist party during the past 
couple of years the number of Jews m high positions has 
dechned almost to vanishing point In 1922 Jews nun> 
bered only 4 per cent of the membership of the Com 
munist party (I make these statements only m the 
mterests of objectivity knowmg very wdl that it is likely 
to prove equally unwdeome to Left and to Right devo 
tees) It has been pennted out that if blame is to be 
apportioned, it is more justifiable by far to blame the 
establishment of the Bolshevik system upon Germany 
whose Supreme Command m 1917 permitted Lenm and 
his asssociates free transit m a sealed carriage through 
Germany with the express idea (accordmg to Ludendorff 
himself) that so Russia s morale m the field might be 
undermined 

But all this has mattered very httle. To the White 
Russian, all icvoluti“^“^“^ have from the b^;tnning been 
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Jews Only tlie other day 1 heard a quite literate English 
book wnter agam mamtam Leam was a Jew In western 
Europe it was vaguely felt that all Russian, i.e Bolshevik 
names were Jewish m themselves or camouflage on the 
part of the wily Jews who bore them Once agam un 
helpful generalization was made and from the fact that 
some Bolsheviks were Jews it was concluded that all Jews 
were Bolsheviks 

This allegation added to the war psychosis was durmg 
and after the World War responsible for the development 
of a new wave of anti-Semitism It was at its worst m 
eastern Europe where (especially m the Ukrame) there 
took place durmg the revolutionary struggles a senes of 
pogroms more atrocious than anything previously recorded 
m Jewish history a quarter of a milhon hves being lost 
before some sort of order was restored The succession 
States — Poland. Roumama, Hungary Lithuania even 
Czechoslovakia — ^witnessed bloody disorders though on 
a smalla: scale dunng the penod of violence which ac 
compamed the establishment of the new national Govern 
meats 

Even where there was no violence there was a threaten 
mg renewal of parlour anti Semibsm with which anti 
Bolshevism was now adroitly mingled In England the 
principal mouthpiece was the Morning Post though even 
The Turns was not imm une at one time from the virus 
In America Henry Ford and his Dearborn Independera 
(though both subsequently retracted) were backed up by 
the superlative nonsense of a revived Ku Klux Klan 
M^nwhile a mid mneteenfli century pohhcal satire was 
resuscitated given an anti Jewish turn and circulated m 
every European language under the engaging title The 
Protocols of the Learned Elders of 2ion — ^an egregious 
production to which we shall have occasion to return 

Special conditions appbed m Germany A country 
whose whole pndc was in imlitansro was defeated in the 
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field, aad its defeat was succeeded by aa inevitable mteroal 
revolution m which some Jews played a share Such 
a disastesr could not be mterpreted in Germany as it could 
have been m any other country by the sunple explanation 
that Germany was outmatched for it was axiomatic that 
the Fatherland was undefeataole Ex hypotimsi then, it 
must have been Stabbed in the Back And by whom? 
There was only one minority available upon whom the 
blame could be laid — ^the same minonty which had been 
made to bear responsibihty for disasters m the Middle 
Ages the Jews 

Thus the legend was created Qearly Germany had 
never been defeated m battle for up to the AnmsUce 
barely a single Miemy soldier set foot withm her western 
borders save as pnsoner But the armies were under 
mined by the revolution at home, engineered and ex 
ploited by the Jews who (it was alleged) were in control of 
the Republican Government And it became all the more 
easy to blame the Repubheans smee they were left to 
clear up the mess and hence were m control when Get 
many was compelled to sign the “ disgraceful ” Peace of 
Versailles for which they were held no less responsible 
than if they had drawn it up themselvw From this jt 
was an easy transition to allege (0 that the Jews had 
engmeered the war for their own ends and (n) that what 
had happened m Germany and Russia was only part of a 
programme for secunng world domination, to which all 
revolubonaiy movements from the French Revolution 
downwards were due and of which the absurd Protocols 
betrayed the plan. 

n 

I must turn aside for a momeat to explam the nature 
of this celebrated production. 

The Protocols ’ purport to be a report of a senes 
of twenty four meetings held m 1897 at ^sle by the Wise 
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Meo of Zion, under the leadership of tbeir sopreme head. 
The latXi^ initiated them mto the method which they^ were 
to use in eonjunctLon with the Freemasons m order to 
incite the Chnstians against one another to undo them 
pohtically economically and morally* and to erect on the 
rums the World State in which Jews (and of course. Free- 
masons) should be supreme The expedients mcluded an 
ample use of hquor to befuddle the leaders of European 
opinion the corruption of European womanhood, the or 
gamzation of economic crises and the provision of under 
groimd railways to blow up the various European capitals 
A symboheal serpent (whose use was not clearly specified) 
also came mto the picture Similar methods we are in 
formed had been employed by the Jews with conspicuous 
success on previous occasions of world unrest from the 
days of Pericles down to the French Revolution 

This farrago of nonsense first became current at the dose 
of the war when the “ Protocols were translated from 
Russian to German French Enghsh and half the remam 
mg lan g ua g es of the Western world In that excited atmo 
sphere when persons still beheved that the Germans used 
the corpses of their fallen for chemical purposes some 
persons even in England were prepared to give credence 
to even so obvious an. absur^ty In particular the 
Morning Post — ^then at the height of die-hardism — believed 
implicitly m it and took it as documentary evidence of 
the conspiracy of the Jews agamst the Western world 
The Jews it must be admitted, were taken aback. The 
compilation was so obviousfy fantastic and as difficult to 
disprove as Jack and the Beanstalk or something else 
equally mconsequentiaL 

At this stage The Times Constantinople correspondent 
Philip Graves was given an anonymous French book pub 
lished m 1864 entitled Dialogues aux enfers entre 
Machiavel et Montesquieu This was a contemporary 
satrre by a certain Maunce Joly on Napokon HI and vdiat 
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turn the young Czar against his favounte French dair 
voyant. Phihppc (who was believed to be a Fieciaason), 
and to strengthen his objection to any sort of reform 
Rachkovsfcy happened to be at this time attached to the 
Embassy m Pans, and taking it for granted that no one 
in Russia was particularly well informed about the French 
political satires of the Third Empire he took as his model 
Jolys Dialogues In 1901 he presented the document 
required A copy of this came into the hands of a oertam 
Sergei Nilus a mystical fanatic who was married to 
Ozerova the favounte lady in waitmg of the CStanna s 
sistex Elizabeth and who was to take Holy Orders and to 
become the Czars confessor Fading m that mtention 
Nilus turned to hterary work mstead 
In 1901 he published m Moscow a curious produchon. 
The Great in the Little or the Advent of the Anti Christ 
and the Rule of the Devil on Barth are Near A second 
edition appeared ui 1905 and whether actmg under m 
structions or not Nilus made it a httte thicker by including 
m It without substantial change Rachkovsky s plagiaxistic 
memorandum, to which he gave the title The Pro ocols of 
the Elders of Zion There were mdeed, one or two in 
(Xinsistencies in the story for example the meetings of 
the Elders were now alleged to have t^en place m 1902-3 
notwithstanding the fact that Ndus specifically stated that 
he received the text in, 1901 
This unimportant discrepancy did not mean much either 
way for the whole compilation was so absurd that even m 
the Russia of 1905 no one paid serious attention to it 
In the fevensb atmosphere of the war howe%eT the publi 
cation was resuscitat^ It was reissued m 1917 by Nilus 
himself repubhshed subsequently m South Russia m prder 
to further counter revolutonary propaganda and then 
translated mto the various western European languages 
Editor after editor made his own altera&ons additions 
and amplificatioiis. It was deoovered that the first 
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Ziolust Congress had been held in Basle in 1897 and the 
meetings of die Wise Men were accordingly anticipatect 
by a few years and removed thither A few names now 
began to be added to relieve the previous urconviucmg 
anonymity Another editor thinking that a httle rabbmic 
fla/our was desirable, interpolated the opimons of an 
otherwise unltnown Rabbi Khamer a name presumably 
foisted on him by some Jewish humorist, as Khamer means 
donkey Meanwhile Communism being the bugbear of 
the Western world the Freemasons were deposed from 
their position as the co conspirators with ihe Jews and the 
plot became a Ziomst Communist one. 

A few other sources were drawn upon to make up bulk 
The last six of the Protocols dealmg with the economic 
system envisaged under the plot, are based upon a 
pamphlet wntten as an attack upon Count de Witte the 
Russian Minister More mterestmg is the way m which 
th^ got their form A sensational novel purportmg to be 
wntten m 18^ by one Sir John RetcUffe (an alias of a 
Pni^ian postal official degraded for dishonesty named 
Hermann Goedsche) recounts how the author happemng 
to be in the Jewish cemetery of Prague one autumn night 
m 1860 overheard the Prmces of the Twelve Tnbes of 
Israel discussing plans for world conquest The matenal 
of an imagmary dialogue in hell thus becomes the pro 
gramme of an executive m a cemetery 
The discovery of the ongm of the “ Protocols ' did not 
disconcert its supporters Those of them who went so fer 
as to examine the evidence had a ready reply perhaps 
they were based upon the writings of Maunce Joly but 
Maunce Joly was clearly a Jew presumably named Moses 
Joel, who had been shot during the Pans Conunune and 
the work though nominally directed against Napoleon, 
was m reahty intended to achieve recondite Jewish objects 
But unfortunately this plea, too fell to the ground, with 
the discovciy tibat Joly belonged to a Strict Catholic family 
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and had died peaceably m his bed. The next line of 
defence was more mgouous However much the “ Proto- 
cols might be a forgeiy it was said they represented 
the aims and objects of Jewry so faithfully that they 
acquired thereby a subjective verity and might be be- 
lieved in imphcitly And so the scurrihties which would 
nonnallv be considered too preposterous and too bormg to 
be published as a penny dreadful contmued their career 
In 1934 they were condemned formally by a court at 
Grahamstown m South Africa and heavy fines were m 
flicted on those responsible for circulating a document 
based on them In the followmg year the Cantonal 
Court of Berne Switzerland, declared after an elaborate 
inquiry that th^ were not only forgenes but also plagiar 
isbc, obscene, and ndiculous And while it is true that 
the decision was reversed on the ground that the paragraph 
in the Swiss legal code invoked by the prosecution 
covered only offences agamst sexual decency it is also 
true that the judge stated that he entirely agreed with the 
previous verdict, even though he had to admit it was not 
legally sound. Nevertheless m every country of Europe 
edition after edition pouts from the press and anti-Semites 
gaily mdict the Jewish people on account of the plans of 
world conquest winch this feeble effort alleges 
World Conquest! And half the Jews of the world are 
menaced with disaster and a third of them are on the 
brink of starvation and there is not even enou^ sohdanty 
of purpose among Jews to agree on the most elem^taiy 
measures of self defence 1 World Conquest' A ^orry 
joke my masters! 


m 

Hard on the war that was to end war and the peace 
that ended peace there followed the German economic 
of 1921 and ffw devaluation of the marie — the most 
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adossal fraud m histoiy (as the result of wbxh a good 
part of the cost of Germany s war was adroitly pushed 
off on to the shoulders of Jewish optimists of Gt.rman 
descent prmapally m the United States) fn conse 
quence there was great suffermg ra the Fatherland 
A large number of the old middle ckss — ^including many 
Jews — ^were reduced to beggary a large number of new 
fortunes were made or old ones doubled — certain cases 
by Jews The latter of course figured m the public eye 
more prominently than the former Another charge was 
added that the Jews had engineered the great collapse 
and alone had profited from it And certam capitalists 
resentmg the social legislation of the Weimar Republic 
flearmg for their own position and jealous of Jewish com 
petitors found it convem^t to fan the flames by support 
mg the anti Semitic propaganda 

Hence on the conclusion of the war Jew hatred took 
a new turn m Germany The anti Semites now found 
themselves m the same camp with the militarists who 
were seeking for an excuse for their late defeat with the 
reactionaries who opposed the Repubhc and called it a 
Jewish institution, the Judemepublik with all those who 
had lost place or influence or money owmg to the change 
of regime and blamed it on to the Jews And m Adolf 
Hitler they found a leader not only of remarkable ora 
toncal power but of formidable ab±1y an ability subor 
dmated to no moral force except a devotion to the German 
idea as he mterpreted it 

His mterpretahon was based on a theory propounded 
m the previous century weighed m the balance and found 
wanting by the sane opinion, of Europe but destined to 
acquire a mystical value m his mmd- It was the theory 
of race the conviction of the supenonty over all peoples 
of the so called Aryan — above all the Teuton — and the 
mfenonty of others — ^partumlarly the Semite who ranlt-ii} 
at the bottom cf the h scale at no great 
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fdom the anthropoid ape, which thus finds itsdf m bloshmg 
propinquity with Moses and SL Paul Heme and Einstein 
It is only a pure race that can tnumph over its enemies 
in the achievements of war or (though these are of mmor 
importance) of peace Pohtic^ nationahty must there 
fore be restricted to persons of one racial stock, who must 
not be allowed to be diluted by any other Country 
nation people race — all were identi^ m his mind It 
does not matter that the idea is of exactly the same mtei 
lectual order as the contention that the earth is flat that 
there is no such thmg today perhaps not even m the last 
enclaves of Polynesia as a pure race that not even 
the Zulus are admitted to be a pure race despite thetr 
extermination of all who transgress agamst the punstic 
taboo that the term Aryan is a Imguistic not an ethno 
graphical distinction that the educated world in its 
attempt to present to itself the perfect Nordic of the 
Nazi theorizings derisively constructs a creature as 
blond as Hitler as slim as Goenng, as tall as Goebbels ” 
all these thii^s have not mattered to Adolf Hider 
His pathological hatred of Jews has spread like a miasma 
until it has enveloped not only the hundreds of thousands 
of his pure Jews but the millions of half Jews and 
quarter Jews who droop and die m the pestilence to the 
world s far borders 

The Jewish Problem as might be expected, occupied 
an important place m the famous Twenty five Points 
the official programme of the Nazi party adopted at a 
meetmg at the Hofbrduhaus at Munich on February 20th, 
1920 three of the twenty five — 12 per cemt of the 
whole. They were as follows 

(4) Only a member of the nation can be a catizea. Only 
one who is of German blood irrespective of religion can 
be a member of the natiom No Jew can therefore be a 
ber of the nation. 
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(5) Whoever is not a citizen may hvs m Gennany only 
as a guest, and must be subject to alien legisiation 

(6) The right of voting on the State s government and 
laws may be enjoyed only by the citizen We demand, 
therefore that all official appointments of whttever kmd, 
whether m the Reich the Sta e or community may be 
entrusted only to citizens 


IV 

A campaign then began for discrediting the Weimar 
Republic and all its mstitutions by allegmg that they were 
completely controlled by the Jews That as it happened, 
was a complete falsehood It was tme that a Jew Hugo 
Preuss was largely responsible for drawing up the Con 
stitution for the German Republic. But another Jew 
Fnedenthal had collaborated in formulating the Imperial 
Constitution which it displaced, and the one was just as 
much or as httle Jewish as the other It was true that 
the removal of the bamer on the Jews in the Civil Service 
and m the umversities, which had been m practice under 
the Impenal regime naturally resulted m the promotioii 
of a number of Jews and m a correspondmg degree of 
jealousy on the part of their rivals But though the proper 
tions became greater they remamed comparatively modest 

In the higher branches of the Qvfl Service out of some 
22 500 Government employees the Jews numbered 371 
only or a httle more than 1 5 per cent School teachers 
numbered 0 84 per cent or rather less than 1 m 100 — 
roughly proportional to the total Jewish population 
(This figure was exaggerated by anti-Semitic propagand 
ists with a cheerful disregard of the position of the dot, 
worthy of Lord Randolph Chuictull himself, to 84 per 
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descent P enss R^ithenan, Landsbesrg, Schiffe Grad 
Hauer HilferUmg and Dcraburg (who was however only 
half Jewish) In the German Federal States matters were 
much the same neither Prussia nor Bavana the largest of 
all had a single mmister of Jewish birth or of traceable 
Jewish descenL In the Reichstag of 1930 there was only 
a single professing Jew and among the 143 Socialist mem 
bers Jewish blood could be traced m less than 10 per 
cent 

In intellectual life it is tru^ things were different 
In this there was no social prejudice to overcome 
no patronage to be secured and no caste system to take 
into account Hence the Jews bad the opportunity of self 
expression In those branches of culture through which 
Germany had made her name abroad other than mditaiy 
science they certainly played a share out of all proportion 
to their numbers and it might have been thought that this 
was not to their discredit It was Jews who made German 
medicme great who created the famous German dyestuff 
mdustry who made German literature known who de 
veloped the tradition of German art cnhcisra, who opened 
Germany to modem currents m art '''dio interpreted and 
made avaikble to the world the wonders of German music 
who gave the Berlm theatre that mtemational significance 
that It enjoyed m the great period which ended in 1933 
And why not you might ask providmg that they did Ihetr 
jobs decently and well? 

Since up to 1919 no professions other than law (ex 
dudmg the higher judiciary) and medicine were open to 
German Jews and perhaps because the Jew has an inborn 
urge to the call of justed and to the rehef of suffering — 
there were Jewish barristers and physicians m Germany 
(thmi gb this applied m particular to Berlm) well in excess 
of thetr numencal proportions though m neither case did 
they even remotely approach complete control of the 
profession Accrading to officaal statistica, m 1933 Jewa 

in 
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nombwed 16 25 pw ceot of the lawyers 10 88 per cent 
of the physicians — a large but far from an overwhelnuag 
proporhon And the fact that they were able to make a 
hving indicates their competence for these are both 
callings in which there is free competition It is as absurd 
and as meaningless to talk about Jewish Medicine as it 
would be to declaim against Methodist Engineermg And 
d IS a pretty thought that even since the Glorious Revolu 
tion of 1933 not a few Nazi leaders have made use of 
Jewish doctors and that the daughter of the present 
German Foreign Mimster has twice been under the cate 
of a Jewish speciahst in Holland 
It happens that Germany is the only country of western 
Europe (except for Italy) where the Jewish population is 
what may be termed autochthonous — ^that is established 
m the country from time almost immemonal mdeed as 
I recalled earlier there is documentary evidence to shew 
their presence in the Rhineland early m the fourth 
century before the ancestors of many of the present 
Germans themselves arnved there. Hence there was 
nothing foreign m the German Jew which might be 
calculated to stimulate vulgar xenophobia and jealousy of 
the stranger If there were not sufficient foreign Jews to 
stimulate mob hatred they must be mvented Accordingly 
the German people was 1^ to believe that the country was 
bcang governed and exploited by a vast mflux of ahen 
Hebrews who had poured over the eastern frontier under 
the Weimar Republic Inouirers from overseas were m 
formed that many hundreds of thousands of Jews came 
mto Germany from Poland after the war In fact, the 
number of Jews m Germany has never exceeded 615J>00 
in all (1910) — a figure which by 1933 had fallen by nearly 
100 000 Tins included only 76 000 eastern European 
Jews, most of whom had either been drafted mto the 
country by the military authonties during the war to do 
wodc of national ce or were “White” R 
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nJugees from Bolshevism who ought therefore have 
anticipated a pailicularly cordial welcome These re 
cent immigrants moreover played no part m German 
public Me Those German Jews who made their 
names known are as much German in their histoncalback 
ground as any of their compatnots without exception 
But It did not matter The he was set m circulation and 
by dmt of frequent repetition it received universal credence 
As Adolf Hifler the great master of anti Semitic propa 
ganda has written in his classical work My Struggle 
(ongmal German edition p 252) — 

The very enormity of a he contributes to its success 

The masses of the people easily succumb to it as they 
cannot bebeve it possible that anyone should have the 
shameless audacity to invent such things Even if 

the clearest proof of its falsehood is forthcoming some 
thing of the he mil nevertheless stick 
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THE NAZI HORROR 
I 

I DO not propose to make here any attempt to trace the 
causes or the history of Hitler s nse to power that has 
been done admirably m Edgar s Mowrer s Germany Puts 
the Clock Back I wish to call attention only to the fact 
that, though the Fuehrer s anti Semitic programme j&ur 
mshed the National Sociahst party in the first instance 
with a nucleus and a rallying cry it was swept into office 
by two things with which the Jewish Problem ’ did not 
have the shghtest connexion On the one side was eco 
nomic distress and the revulsion against Versailles on 
the other chicanery and mtrigue Hence after the events 
of 1933 German Jewry had hopes that the National Social 
ist party would be sobered by the responsibibties of office, 
and would be content with restorrag the few lestnctions 
— ^such as exclusion from the Ovil Service and from uni- 
versity chairs — ^which had prevailed before 1914 
Certain factors made this impossible In the first place 
there was expediency Hitler and his party had promised 
the unhappy Germans a new heaven and a new earth 
coupled with the persecution of the Jews Unfortunately 
a new b^ven and earth cannot be manufactured to order 
But a persecution of the Jews can and it can be depicted 
as though It were a victory against overwhehnmg forces 
no less glorious than another Sedan or Leipzig Hence 
one of the first measures of the new regime was to begin 
to thrust Jews from then: appointments and to destroy 
their social political, and economic position. Incidentally 
evciiy Jew who was dismissed, made a vacancy for some 
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hnngty Nazi and so far as that individual was concerned 
the promised nuUenmum punctually atnved Later on it 
was noted that every setback to German mtnjgue abroad 
was succeeded by a new drive against the Jevra 
at home Even in normal circumstances such a policy 
can provide a useful vent for poteotal popular discontent 
In a country where every mode of expression is controlled 
by the State it constituted an ideal method of converting 
defeat mto victory 

Secondly there was the inexcusable silence of the con 
science of Europe — dulled by bombing and warfare all 
over the world, anxious lest any angry word or the 
sligjitest detenoratioa of international feelmg might topple 
mankmd into the abyss feanng to endai^er a rdgune 
which it considered to be a bulwark of the existmg Capital 
ist system agamst Commuxusm. It is a depressing con 
saderation that whereas there were great pubhc protests 
m England and America fifty years before at the tune of 
the Russian outrages and a hundred years before at the 
time of the persecutions m Syria and whereas as long ago 
as 1744-5 the Governments of England and Holland and 
Denmark successfully protested against the maltreatment 
of the Jews by the Empress Mana Theresa, from 1933 
onwards no more redoubtable official voice was heard 
fTiati the timorous murmuimgs of a few religious bodies 

n 

And so began m March, 1933 the Cold Pogrom — 
one of the most astonishing episodes m the whole history 
of persecution. It was something like a competitive 
examination, m which the succ^sful competitors, instead 
of being given the apporntments,, were thrown out The 
Nazi appetite increased as it fed After the initial penod, 
there was no longer any question of reducing the paitici 
pahon of Jews m national hfe to a strictly proportion^c 
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level It became the declared object of the Govenunent 
to elimmate the Jews from Gennan national life— -com 
pletely if necessary savagely But there was a cunous 
corollary which throws some light on the psychology of 
those responsible No attention whatsoever was pa d to 
the loss of gemus or spiritual values or mteiiectij^ gifts 
These if they had any soupgon of Jewish ongm were 
dispensed with gladly But tangible assets could not be 
spared so easily It was hence not only a question of 
casting the Jew forth he had to be cast forth nafeed 

There is no room in this book to go mto a detailed 
account of the persecution It would take too long It 
would be too harrowmg And it would be superfluous 
for It IS enough to turn to the columns of the Enghsh 
newspapers day by day — even those newspapers which 
in general pimciple turn a blind eye to the failings of die 
tators everywhere — ^to obtam the most up-to-date details 
All I propose to do in the short space which can 
be allotted to the subject here is to give an outline of 
one or two aspects of the persecution which may dis 
abuse those in this country who suspect that all Hitlef 
h^ done has been to dismiss a few superfluous Jewish 
lawyers and bankers 

It K claimed that there was never in history so blood 
less a revolution as that of 1933 Since the enemy m 
this great tnumph was a defenceless mmority of some 
500 000 out of a total of some 60 000 000 souls this is 
not to be wondered at Yet m those early months, hun 
dreds of persons were done to death or “ shot while try 
mg to escape for no reason (m most cases) other than 
that they were Jews or Liberals or had enemies There 
have been other victims, though for whose death Herr 
Hitler IS as surely responsible as he is for the victmis of 
the Blood Bath of June 1934 honourable men and 
women deprived of them position and their livelihood 
and their on and then hope who have died at 
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their own hands rather than face the unutterable blank 
ness of the future No one perhaps will ever know the 
number of suicides of German Jews after 1933 They 
tun into many thousards, from children not >et in their 
rfiens to elderly men and women overtaken by this name 
less horror at the crose of their lives It is not unfitting 
that Shakespeare should have put m Shylock s mouth the 
cry of their present anguish “You take my Me when 
you do take the means whereby I live” Life for the 
German Jew has become an agony it is becoming m 
the e^act sense unlivable;. 

I am mtentionally omitting any account of the horrors 
of the concentration camps which loom menacingly in 
the foreground of the life of any person of hberal opinions 
and mdependent judgment — ^not only of the Jews But it 
must be pomted out that a menace which is contmgent m 
the case of other sections of the population is ever present 
in the case of those of Jewish descent To be a Jewish 
leader is dangerous To maintain m the pulpit or m 
print that Jews are not sub humans, as the Fuehrer con 
stantly alleges k smadal Extra legal beating up has in 
deed been m abeyance m Germany proper smce the early 
days (though in 1938 it became familiar m Austria) But 
protective custody which requires no process of law is 
still a reahty and the man who is taken off sodd^y 
from his home under this pretext does not know if he 
will ever see it again 

Visitors to Berlm are shewn Jewish shops stdl open, 
as a proof of Nazi tolerance They are not informed 
however that there is a constant official propa^da 
to prevent non Jews from patronizing JcfWish firms that 
marriage bonuses and moneys received from the Govern 
meat must not be spent m them, that the wmdows are 
penodicaliy damaged or defaced that they are some- 
times picketed by S S men, who prevent shoppers from 
thaf in many compulsion M hion^it to 
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bear on tbe propnetors to 4isp(^ ot them at a fraction 
of their value that large numbers— including some of 
world wide reputation — ^have passed into non Jewish 
hands during the past few years Hence they are com 
pelled to rely on a handful of Jewish patrons and a de- 
creasmg number of courageous Aryans who refuse 
to be kept away by threats and blackmail Jewish physt 
mans and (in greatly decreased number) lawyers were 
tdl recently permitted to function though every attempt 
was made to intumdate there chentele In July 1938 even 
these were elimmated 

Apart from the organized boycott of all Jewish pro- 
fessional and economic activities occuiiation after occu 
pation has declared itself or has been declared, closed 
to them — ^the stock exchange the antique trade the book 
trade and a host of others — I quote at random By 
October 30tb« 1938 the Nazi trade orgamzation has 
proudly stated all Jews will be ehroinated from the Ger 
man textile business Other branches of industry are 
hastenmg the elunmation of the Jews by cancelhng their 
contracts by refusing to sell to them, and similar 
measures In 1936 the authonties in. Pomerania issued 
mstructions forbiddmg Germans to seU food to Jews 
Even the traditional old-clothes dealmg is now l^rred 
on July 13th 1936 Der Angriff announced that the 
authorities would not renew the hcences of Jewish rag 
dealers and lag pickers because Jews were not suffi 
menfly reliable” Two years latex on July 9th, 1938 
while these pages vrere being wntten it was offlcmlly 
announced from Berhn that firesh measures bad been 
ojBScially adopted excludmg the Jews ftom a number of 
fresh trades and professions indudmg real estate the ad 
mnustration of property agencies for mortgage contracts 
and loans inquiry bureaux guides fox foreign tounsts 
(this iierhaps is not altogether moomprehensible) peddling. 
CBg-dealmg. agraicics for and mar 
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^ago broking (except where the parties concealed are 
Jews) As Caspar remarked it was a famous victorv 
In a score of dutads the system of the Middle Ages 
has been restored Der Stuermer the organ of Juhus 
Stretcher the Nazi “boss” of Nuremberg and one of 
Hitler s favourites (who obtams added attention for his 
aiiti Semitic piopaganda by blendmg with it the most 
revolting pornographic details) has revived every con 
ce«vable mediaeval charge save (for an obvious leason — 
he IS not interested m any brand of C hristia nity) that 
of the Desecration of the Host In particular it has on 
more than one occasion devoted an entire issue to the 
mfamous Blood Accusation, the Jews as a collectivity 
bemg accused of perpetratmg m the past, and of await 
mg only the opportunity to repeat in the present, the 
systematic ntual murder of non Jewish children for reh 
giom purposes ITus m itself would be serious enough 
But seeing that Der Stuermer enjoys a quasi official status 
IS read to children m the schools and is displayed m 
show cases aU over the country (sometimes affixed to 
the walls of synagogues — a typic^ exacerbation of msult) 
it has far more effect especially on the young and prunent 
nund, than any ordinary newspaper campaign (I mij^t 
add &at the ntual murder issue been carefully trans 
lated mto several foreign languages mcludmg Danish, 
Turkish, and Arabic) 

Town after town revertmg to the precedent of the 
Middle Ages has nd itself of the Jews and boasts on 
sign boards at the entrance that it is Judenrem Jews 
are no longer admitted to the public baths — ^just as m 
the Middle Ages They are excluded from many spas 
and watermg places In the pubhc parks separate yellow 
painted seats are assigned to them and they may occupy 
no others It is a sufficient pretext for cancelling a lease 
if a man finds thnl the tenant of a nei^bourmg flat is a 
Jew In Frankfort, the Nazi Corpo for the Fro- 
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tccfeon of Tenants has recently infonncd Aryans that 
they must not live in houses owned by Jews and that all 
Jews roust gradually be moved back to the distnct whidi 
formerly constituted the Jewish quarter The Ghetto in 
fact IS only just round the comer 

Intermarriage between Jews and non Jews is now for 
bidden by law and an elaborate code has been drawn up 
mdicatmg the precise degrees withm which persons of 
partly Jewish blood may now find themselves partners 
m wedlock Extra mantal intercourse between Jew and 
non Jew or half Jew and non Jew is now a penal offence, 
savagely punished Even an mtimacy which is no more 
than friendly between Jew and non Jew (especially when 
they are of opposite sex^) is disapproved of and may 
lead the one partner to pubhc shaming and the other to 
a concentration camp The fact that husband or wife 
IS a non Aiyan is regarded by the law courts as a suffi 
cient pretext for the dissolution of a mami^e which may 
have been m existence for twenty years or the fact that 
a mother is of partly Jewish blood is enough for her to 
be depnved of the custody of her own children whilst 
economic pressure is exercised to compel a husband or 
wife to divorce a lovmg and beloved wife or husband 
Most significant — cases are known where the child of a 
mixed mamage has legally vmdicated his right to enter 

decent society by producing evidence to the effect 
that his Aryan mother had deceived her Jewish hus- 
band before fes birth! 

No book wntten by a Jew can now be published in 
Germany save by a Ghetto publisher who is not per 
mitted to sen to non Jews No work by a Jewish wnter 
or poet is now mcluded m any anthology of German 
literature or may be used m schools or universites — 
unless like Heines Lorelei it has already entered too 
deep mto the people s consciousn^s m wfech case it is 
now ascribed to an anonymous wnter No panmng 
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jy a Jewish artist may be exhibited m any Gennan gal 
lery except at the official Exhibition of Degenerate Art 
No mus c by a Jewish composer may be fnibhcly played 
by Aryans For instance Mendelssohii s music for A 
Midsummer Night s Dream is barred and an Aryan sub 
stitute has Deen found (His very name is now eliminated 
from the very streets it once graced ) It is not recorded 
however whether Da Ponte s hbretto to Mozart s * Don 
Giovanni is still used Vice versa no Jew may play 
even to a Jewish gathering any music by an Aryan com 
poser a public gathermg bemg defined as an assemblage 
of ten persons or more So if a music loving Jew has 
a family of e^ht or nine he may entertam them with 
Wagner but if a tenth person enters the room he must 
change over to Mahler or Meyerbeer 
It IS axiomatic with the Nazi that the Jews engmeered 
the war and did not participate m it ( Why dad we 
lose the war’ a Gauleiter is reported to have asked a 
dass of schoolchildren. Because of the Jews replied 
one mtelhgent urcbm Quite nght and what Jews’ ” 
The Jewish generals But, you silly child we did 
not have any Jewish generals I I know sj: but the 
other side did *) That accordmg to the official statics 
one hundred thousand German Jews fought that many 
were decorated, and that twelve thousand fell on the field 
of honour does not afiect the official th^is which has to 
be mamtamed at aU costs Hence Jewish n^es are 
no longer to appear on the war memorials throughout the 
coimtiy so as to nd posterity of the perplexities of con 
tradictory evidence and by one of the meanest actions of 
all. the Jews who lost their sight m the war are now de 
pnved of those privileges which the other war blmd enjoy ^ 
One of the stock charges ^amst the Jew is that he 
IS a middle man, not a producer If this is true it is 

In the recent war scare Jews were excluded from the 
comprehensive distributum of gas-masks. 
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misfortune rather than a sin but some Jews were pain 
fully aware of it and had taken steps to reverse the 
position (we will have to go mto this point elsewhere for 
it IS of considerable significance) In Pomerania for ex 
ample and elsewhere m Germany there were one or two 
Jewish farm schools and agricultural colonies and scat 
tered about the country there were to be found Jewish jt 
farmers some of whom had been tillmg the soil for gen f 
erations Here one might imagme was the one Jewish type r 
which even the Nazis would tolerate and encourage But F 
no It is axiomatic that no one who is not a member ' 
of the German race must own the German soil Hence 
one of the first measures taken by the new nSgime was to ex I 
propriate these Jewish yeomen and send them back to swell ? 
the mass of dispossessed Jewish middle-men m. the cities « 
In 1938 two more horrors have been added to the | 
record All non Aryans have had to declare to the 
Government all property of any description (not except 
mg house furmture and personal effects) above a total | 
value of £4(X) The penalty for evasion or deception is ^ 
fantastic. It is clear that this measure is expected to 
prevoit effectively the clandestme transportation beyond i 
the frontiers of any perceptible proportion of the property | 
of those German Jews whose departure is wished for ^ 
so longmgly The ultimate object is to transfer all this * 
property compulsorily mto stocks m the Government f 
sted. and armament concerns which would thus be ? 
financed at the expense of the victims of the $ 
regime But the oiraers would not be allowed to con 
tmue their ownership if they went abroad and hence on I 
emigration would have to depose of their shares on what ^ 
ever terms were dictated to them A second regulation ^ 
empowers the authonties to conscnbe all Gennan sub- ^ 
jects (the word has apparently been chosen carefully to | 
include the Jews who are subjects but not atizens) mto 
labour contingents at a fixed standard of wage It 
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probable that this is directed m particular at the Jews 
who would thus be used to make good the deBcieucies m 
the labour market and keep down rates of pay One has 
always wondered bow Pharaoh could have enslaved 
SIX hundred thousand Hebrews m Egypt of old This 
recent measure provides a detailed answer 

m 

The persecution though theoretically directed agamst 
the Jewish race by uo means ignores the Jewish lehgion 
It IS true that synagogues are open and m some cases 
(where the population has not dwindled too much) are 
more thronged with worshippers than m former years 
The fact is pomted out to visitors who come home and 
write letters to the Press assertmg that the persecution 
of the Jews in Germany is a myth They do not realize 
that praying is one of the very few activities that German 
Jewry has left But this freedom too is a qualified one 
Jewish s 3 magogues and cemetenes all over Germany are 
still desecrated and defiled penodically though not so 
much as they were, before persecution was organized m 
more subtle channels In Yienna after the Anschluss the 
Great Synagogue was occupied by the S S and the ntnal 
appurtenances systematically defiled. Pious Jews of the old 
type were compelled to clean out wx: s with their praying 
shawls and phylacteries— an outrage much hke compellmg 
Catholics to perform the same service with altar-cloths and 
crucifixes More recently the Jewish community of Munich 
was given twenty four hours notice to vacate the prm 
apal synagogue which was to be demolished to make 
room for a parkmg area Urn building was erected at a 
cost of 1 200 0(X) marks the compensation offered (and 
proudly refused) was of lOO 000 marks (Much the same 
happened at approximately the same time at Nuremberg, 
on the pretext that Eastern architectural style 

125 



imi PKOBLtM 


nffwids the Fuehrer s eye ”) The confiscation ot 
synagogues is not of course new m Jewish histcny 
It was a commonplace throughout the Middle Ages for 
them to be seized and converted mto churches But cos 
version mto a car park is anotlier matter It robs 
persecution of any last semblance of digmty 
Most harrowmg of all is the treatment of the children. 
An adult can at least understand the reason for his hial 
treatment, even though it may be due to circumstances 
of descent over which he had no control A child is 
neither responsible nor able to understand Neverthe- 
less if It has Jewish blood, the unfortunate mite is maik 
to feel all the force of racial pohey backed up with ah 
the mi^t of the German State and mitigated by no 
feeling of natural compassion Official mstruchons have 
been circulated that Jewish children must be constantly 
made to be conscious of their position At school the 
non Aryan child may not sit by the side of Aryans he is 
made to sit on a separate Ghetto bench, at the back of the 
room and treated with deliberate neglect No that is 
wrong The time comes for the lesson m Racial Science 
now become the most unportant subject of all A care- 
fully chosen little Jacob or Rebecca (the names until re- 
cently nought have been Fntz or Gretchen) is cahed up to 
the teachers desk and used as an object lesson The 
schoolchildren are shown how the Jew’s hair is fuzzy and 
the Jew s complexion sallow and the Jew s nose curved, 
and how these charactenstics are symptomatic of a de- 
based type and a low morality The break comes, and 
with it the distnbuhon of a glass of milk to every pupd 
The Jewish child has to Ime up with the rest When his 
turn comes the teacher looks at him coldly ‘’Ihere is 
no milk for a Jewish child she says And next day the 
bright performance is repeated 
When the children leave schooL uo one will play with 
the little Jew As likdy as not, they are looking as they 
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leave at the notonons pjctore^Krak produced by a Nazi 
teacher shewing the Jewish type and all its delmqueaaes 
and enmes m hornble caricature Children can be the 
worst persecutors and it is not to be wondered at if 
pruned from above, they carry out with harrowing eflS 
dency the lesson which is dnven so sedulously into thear 
heads 

It was not long after the beginning of the Hitler tegune 
that a httie Jewish girl came home from school crying 
Why was it she asked her mother that her life had be- 
come so miserable that her former fnends with whom 
she had played so happily until a short tone before now 
would have nothing to do with her except to torment 
her? The mother could not expiam and die child went 
up to her bedroom A moment or so afterwards them? 
was a scream, as the child came hurtling to the ground 
She was picked up dead — a suicide of six. 

This sort of thing is still gomg on in smaller places 
though in many instances the Jews are withdrawing thetr 
children from school rather than force them to submit to 
this perpetual martyrdom (Here is a first class oppor 
tunitv for creatmg another anti Semitic charge — that the 
Jews evade the education laws) In larger aties where 
numbers warrant it, the Jews are elaboratmg or develop- 
ing their own educational system In accordance with 
Nazi ideology it might be un^incd that this would re 
ceive every encouragement from the Government It 
does mdeed m words But greed is more imperative than 
ideology and one after the other Jewish children s homes 
have been confiscated. 

IV 

The Rape of Austna m March 1938 begot with a 
miTurnmn of gestation a particularly hideous brood of 
atroahes The martyrdom of German Jewry had been 
a gradual one There was tune for them to adjust them 
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Selves to sojnc extent, to the new conditions. The more 
fai Slated were able to escape from the country at the 
very out^t with a certain modicnni of their possession 
while there were still some places of refuge open to re- 
ceive them But m Austna the terror came overmght 
In a few hours the light hearted Viennese Jews — ^as dif 
jferent from those of G^nany as their city was from 
Berlin — ^had to prepare themselves to face the conditions 
to which German Jewry had been reduced in the slow 
course of five years 

On March 26th Field Marshal Goermg opened the 
plebisate campaign m the hall of the former North West 
Railway station, m the heart of Vierma s Jewish quarter 
* All Jews must leave Austria, he proclaimed VieniM 
no longer has the nght to call itself a German city be- 
cause there are more than 300 000 Jews livmg there^" 
(Actually the figure is well below 200 000) Jevra are 
in control of trade finance art eveiythmg But I am 
going to alter that We dont like Jews and they don't 
hke us We will nmke them glad to go away 

Even before this — ^mdeed withm half an hour of 
Schuschmgg $ farewell radio speech — ^the terror bad begun 
Jews were arrested by the hundred and thrown into con 
centration camps Jewish shops were plundered Je^s 
were stopped in the streets and forced to perform the most 
memal tasks Rabbis were forced to picket Jewish 
stores Jewish women, advanced m pregnancy were com- 
pelled to scrub out the Schuschmgg crosses on the pave- 
ments All Jewish passports were confiscated to prevent 
premature escape. Only on one occasion were the tables 
turned — ^when a Jewish General summoned to come out 
on a sanitary cleaning squad, insisted on dressmg himself 
first of all m full dress uniform 

One measure enforced In Austna — ^unparalleled hither 
to m pre Anschluss Germany— has forbidden all shc^ 
Jewish or non Jewish, to keep Jews m thmr emp oymeni 
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Ail Jewish employees that is are to be dismissed imme 
diately It is one of the more sardomc measures of the 
new regime m view of the fact that a stock accusation 
agamst the Jew is that he is dissahshed to remain a sub 
ordinate now he is forbidden to remain one 
Dismissed from their employment, their mcomes cut ofE, 
their property in some cases confiscated their former 
fnends and neighbours turned agamst them emigration 
almost impossible many Austnan Jews have seen only 
one way of escape In April the daily roll of Jewish 
suicides rose as high as 130 In a single day last July 
SOO are said to have taken place The gross total in the 
first four months was not less than 7 000 The holocaust 
of July was perhaps a premeditated gesture, like the sdf 
immolation of the Jews durmg Some of the mediaeval per 
secutions and was intended to attract the attenUon of the 
world to their phght But the ears of the world were deaf 
(Public opmion is not so squeamish as it was ) The local 
authonhes looked on cymcally or rather approvingly 
Dr Goebbels speakmg m Vienna on March 22nd did not 
try to conceal the fact that the number of suicides m 
Vienna had increased they could not set a poheeman to 
watch every Jew he blandly added, to stop him 
Notwithstandmg this anxiety to nd the country of the 
presence of the Jews all conceivable difScultes were 
placed m the way of their emigration so as to ensure that 
they should be fleeced before they fled Only one fron 
her was not barred — the glacier of the Al^ on 
which the German troops picked off fugitives with thfijr 
nfles as though they were hunting chamois 
Worst of all was the fate of the Jewish community 
of the Burgenkmd on the border between Austria and 
Hungary after the Anschluss For some reason-— eitbsT 
because this is a frontier ar^ or through the of some 
local leader — ^it was determined to make a dean sweep of 
the Jews from the entue provmce Burgenland is a 
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nharmmg verdant country of gieen hills and vin^aids 
with several bttle towns such as Eiscnstadt m winch the 
Jews have lived from tune anmemonal The Jewish popu 
lation was about 5 000 souls engaged in all manner of 
occupations not excluding agriculture Immediately after 
the Anschluss all were rounded up and foiced to sign a 
declaration that they would leave the country within a 
month Without waiting for the expiry of this period of 
grace a large proportion were hterally thrown over the 
frontiers But the nei^bouring countries could not psk 
the dangerous precedent of openmg their gates Fifty 
one were put on a breakwater in the Danube near the 
Orechoslovakian border without food or money (the 
Storm Troopers had reUeved them of these unnecessary 
trifles) Czechs rescued them and provided them with 
temporary shelter and food but they could not venture to 
let them have permanent hospitality and so deported 
them to Hungary who in turn sent some back to Austria 
Others were shipped on a barge and were afloat for weeks 
on the Danube, a human flotsam and jetsam until at 
last they were allowed to anchor outside a Hungarian nver 
port^ (The Middle Ages were kmder when Viennese 
Jews placed on the Danube in oarless boats at a time of 
persecution were at least suffered to disembark when at 
last they drifted ashore") 

Another batch of Austnan Jews — some 56 men and 
women—were arrested and deprived of their property 
after which they were forced to sign papers renouncing 
their German nationahty They were then taken in charge 
by the S S men, who made successive attempts to thrust 
them across the Belgian the Luxemburg, and Anally the 
French frontiers By this time several were exhausted, 
and one a woman was so ill that she had to be admitted 

^ The news is just to hand that these wretched creatures 
have at last been allowed asyhim in e. The fact n 
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to hospital Ou instructions from Pans the others were 
lafceiL back to the Gennan fronher on the ground that 
C^amany could not be allowed to create a precedent for 
expelling her own subjects on to foreign sofl m defiance 
of international law The German frontier guards tried 
to stop them from returning mamtaming they ha d 
left voluntarily and were no longer German subjects 
In the end, they were lodged m barracks on the Gennan 
side of the frontier — over fifty men and women who a 
few months before had been happy householders Their 
ultimate fate is unknown (Jfte Times May 26th 1938 ) 
On another occasion a Jewish Children s Home near the 
frontier was raided the stafi arrested, and the inmates 
thrown out Some of them swam across the Danube 
mto Czechoslovakia but the frontier guards had no 
authonty to admit them and thrust them back mto the 
water Did they drown"? Perhaps it was happier for 
them if they did 

V 

It IS fundamentally wrong to imagme that the victims 
of the anti Semitic persecution m Germany (and now 
Austna) are restncted to what we would m En^bnd term 

Jews ’ It extends to persons m whose veins a smj^e 
particle oi Jewish blood is to be discovered for four 
generations m all Tliat is if one of a man s eight great 
grandparents was a Jew the great-grandchild may be 
dmmssed from his employment and hounded out of pub 
he hfe if one of his four grandparents was one he is 
to be treated as a Jew in all things Hence persons who 
were bom and brought up Chnstians whose associations 
and associates have been Chnstian, and who have per 
haps had no miffing until recently that they were of Jewish 
descent axe suddenly faced with utter rum 

This IS GO msigniflcaiU body It is cajetflated that the 
half Jews number 600 000 — ^approxnnatety as many 
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as t!K Jews thanselvcs wMe the part Jews, arc 
not subjected to a persecution quite so extreme are ah 
mated to number 2 000 000 

The lot of this element is perhaps the most tragic of 
aH On the hard taxed Jewish community they clearly 
have no claim though m fact it is mainly from Jewish 
sources that they receive what httle assistance they have 
had (I should hke m this place to aclcnowledge 
the touching generosity of another International — ^the 
Quakers ) Their own Ohristian correligiomsts are for the 
most part tongue-tied m Germany and purse tied outsicfe 
Christian Englishmen should at least have compassion on 
these who gave up the comforts of thesir fathers faith on 
the understandmg that they would be received whole- 
heartedly mto the Christian community and who have 
foimd themselves so pitiably deceived 

VI 

There is no need for me to go mto any further details 
of the persecution German Jewry it is true is beii$ 
martyred But there is a sense m which it is the German 
people as a whole that is to be the more pitied for in 
the long run persecution must harm its perpetrators mote 
than It does its victims The next few years — ^perhaps the 
next few generations — can hardly fail of being among the 
most tragic that the Jewish people has ever experieoced 
smee its national being was destroyed by Titus But, m 
the long run the sun of nghteousness must shine ag^ 
It IS for themselves, npt far their victims that the Nazis 
are heaping up a lasting store of dishonour a penury of 
mmd and soul which wiU not be redressed for it may be 
centuries 

This does not however lessen the problem of the 
momenL G Jewry is broken but where arc file 
nnts tn bo? A new creed, with which the very eacist 
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encse of persons of Jewish blood is incompatible has been 
let loose m central Europe, Where will that flood be 
stesnmied'^ These are two fundamental questions which 
convert the problem of the Jew m Germany into one for 
the whole world 


CORRIGENDUM 

The above lines were wiitten before the events which followed 
the shooting by a grief crazed seventeen year-old Pohsh Jewish 
boy of an official of the German Embassy m Pans ARct a 
miht of terror organized by a State department m the Wilhelin 
strasse such a night as has no parallel in the history of civilized 
peoples, certain offiaal reprisals against the German Jews 
were promulgated by the German Government, on the ground 
that these 600 000 Jews were collaborators m the Pans shooting 
I will not hasten to transcnbe here what the reaction of the rest 
of the world has been to these occurrences I wish merely to 
make a simple correction in thus tract It is stated on page 125 
that the German synagogues are still open This is no lon^r 
t”ue of course Ais part of the reprisals nearly all the syn 
agogucs m Germany were set ablaze m a brilliantly organized 
act of spontaneous arson It is not only the fabric of the Jewish 
synagogues which has been destros^ed in that bonfire 
was destroyed of German decency of German honour will not 
be easily built up again 
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ANTI SEMTnSM FOR EXPORT 
I 

The fate of these hosts of Jews and non Jews in Greater 
Germany is tragic enough But a further consequence of 
the Nazi victory has been the tragic detenoration of the 
position of Jewry throughout wide areas beyond its bor 
ders That is the most alarming feature in the whole 
situation. There arc some who fear that the Jews are on 
the brink of a new age of persecution dependent this 
tune not on rdigion but on race which may last longer 
and be even more harrowing than that which their fathers 
underwent m the Middle Ages Perhaps they under-esti 
mate the force of the violent reaction which the base 
ness and inherent fatuity of Nazi theory and practice have 
aroused among all men and communities of goodwill But 
the situation is anxious m the extreme 
This new development beyond the German borders 
IS to some extent an automatic reaction A sym 
pathy with the legitimate postwar gnevances of Ger 
many largely induced by the labours of Jewish publicists 
m Germany and dsewhere has created a certain 
tolerance a pity the*bottom dog attitude on the part of 
amiable people everywhere who i^l to realize that the 
new Nazi Germany is the antithesis m every conceivable 
respect to that gallant, doomed Germany for which their 
respect and affection were solicited 
It is people of that sort who have said to themselves 
vaguely that a highly cultured people like the Germans 
would not emtsiik on a fenxnous anti-Senntic pobey 
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oulcK they had some cause They M to realize that 
that policy wajs not a policy of the Germans but of a 
political party which used ah the known and a great many 
till then unknown methods of intimidation and chicanery 
to possess themselves of the rams of power 
It IS m any case impossible for a theory however 
fantastic to permeate the entire thought and hterature 
of one country without its neighbours being affected and 
a certam vocabulary cannot be constantly used without 
Its imphcations being in part accepted. Even the news- 
paper dispatches from abroad when they constantly re- 
vert to a single underlying motif, must in the long run 
have some effect on the minds of even tiie least prejudiced 
reader And so insensibly the Racial Idea has obtained 
an increasing foothold outside Germany — even m the 
Anglo-Saxon countnes It does not matter that it is 
scientificahy untenable and that it is contrary to history 
no less than to anthropology It does not matter that m 
its ultimate implications it erects a hierarchy of peoples 
m which though the Jews may be at the bottom only the 
Germans {with possibly their Scandinavian neaghbours) are 
at the top It does not matter to the Italians that m Mem 
Kampf the Italians are contemptuously mentioned not 
only as non Aryan and Mediterranean but as negroid. 
It does noi. matter that the great democracies of the West 
— England and France and the Umted States — are auto 
maticaJly (though this is not at present msisted on) put 
on a low plane because of the immediate mixed ongm 
of their peoples In spite of aU this the racial theory 
has managed to worm its way mto the mentality and the 
vocabulary of the ordmaiy Enghshman If here m Eng 
land, one studies newspaper articles and the speeches of 
public men and even convarsatton m the street one 
realizes how common references are becommg to that non 
existent thing *the English race with its mirie but 
dangerous cOToBaiy 
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This same mfecticm has spread the delusion that, for m- 
stasce, a “ problem ” is constituted by the fact that 10 per ^ 
cent of the denPsts in some specific city belong to a 
religious miaonty constituting only 5 per cent of the 
general population m that aty A few years ago one 
would hear that the Jews built ” up the clothing industry 
m say Leeds Today one is told that they “ control it ' 
It IS only a change m vocabulary but it is symptomatic of , 
a change m attitude which all enemies of the Nan wicked < 
ness must guard against 

But the positiou of the Jews throughout the world is ^ 
bemg menaced today by something more senous and ;;; 
more deliberate than this inevitable permeation of ideas 
dangerous though it is A premeditated attempt k bemg ’ 
made by Germany at uncountable expense to spread \ 
the virus of Jew hatred throughout the world Anti 
Semitism has become m fact, a commodity for export. ^ 


There are by now numbers of fanatics m Germany rfidm 
are genumely persuaded that they have discovered m thdr | 
racial theory the key to flie progress and happiness of | 
humanity with its not wholly logical corollary that a i 
modicum of Jewish blood is sufiicient to convert any 3 
person into an enemy of society Tb^ did not go qpte A 
so far at first, in then: anxiety to justify the policy of the I 
new Germany before the world. At the beginning Hus 
was done by suggesting that the German Jews were ifi 
fenor to those of other countnes that EnghsJi Jews might nf. 
conceivably pass muster but that their ooneligioiusts on 
the other side of fhe North Sea were inferior speenneas 
who left them neaghbotusi no alternative but to act ^ 
as the Germans proceeded to act Unfortonately th^ J 
sweeping^ success of the anti Semitic campaign m Ger- ^ 
many produced a universal wave of horror elsewhere and, 



naturally Jeivs throughout the %odd demonstrated thes 
sympathy with their persecuted brethren. This induced 
German apologists a httle surpnsed at such sensitiveness 
to change their ground and they began a campaign m 
which they attempted to justify domestic persecution by 
inducing foreign peoples to follow the German lead 

From the porat of view of general pohey it was held 
that this could only have benefiaal results It was a 
useful side-track. The philosophy ’ of National 
Somalism is not for everyone to understand but Kick 
the Jew IS a universal language to be comprehended by 
even the most elementary mtellect Convmce the English 
people for mstance of the nghteousuess of the anU 
Semitic campaign and German policy as a Whole, with 
its violence and its defiance of international law would 
be whitewashed Prove that the Jews are a menace to 
Europe and Enghshmen will be more mchned to remstate 
Germany in her colorual empire and to condone her Con 
tmental forays Once the raaal ideal is implanted, an 
important stage will have been gamed in the construction 
of an international front sympathetic to Germany and 
perhaps in the end governed by a similar system 

Hence durmg the past five years anh Semitic propa 
ganda has been earned on by Germany at vast expense 
throughout the world, as an integral — or rather fhnda 
mental — ^part of its somewhat dephantine pubhcity cam 
paign At the begmnmg Hitler was careful to declare 
(hke Mussohiu some time previously) that Nazism was not 
for export But the official attitude has now changed. 
Herr Hitler s own organ the Voelkischer Beobachter sig 
nificantly deckred. m its issue of May TAQx 1934 

* The influence of the I^azi party in foreign countries 
extends literaDy round the uffiole globe My sphere 
15 the world might apdy be placed over our head<|uarters 
in Hamburg This foreign orgamzation comprises 
E* 137 
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today more than 350 national units and fulcral points of 
the Na2a party everywhere The Nazi party wiU yet 
further develop an effort to transplant to all foreign 
countnes the objectives of the National Socialist Reich’ 

Goebbels himself has more than once declared more 
succmctiy As we used to cry ‘Germany awake f we 
now cry Europe awake f And to that cry the im 
phcit conclusion is the smister Juda verreckef ’ — Perish 
Judah t 

The truth of what has just been said can be venftcd 
without difSculty from official and semi-offiaal German 
sources Agam and again busmess men m this counhy 
find m their correspondence or goods dispatched from 
Germany pamphlets containmg Enghsh translations of 
speeches by the most promment Nazi leaders These in 
vanably (and sometimes exclusively) compnse attacks on 
the Jews who are represented as responsible for ah wax 
and alarms of war for all economic troubles and for 
every form of unrest (It goes without saymg that similar 
pubhaty is sent to other countries ) These pubhca&ons 
are obtamed from various offlaai and semi official bodies 
One Nazi propaganda organization alone the Fichtebund 
of Hamburg (originally estabhshed to disprove what the 
Oexmans term the War Oudt Lie ”) has boasted that m 
the single year 1935 it sent abroad upwards of five milhon 
leaflets and above five tons of books and pamphlets 
which were largdy anti Jewish 

This OTgamzation circulates articles and reprmts of 
speeches dealing with vanous aspcscts of Nazi Germany 
mchidmg attacks on the Jews and givea Rectal pnbhciiy 
to the speeches dehvered by the Nazi leaders at the 
Nuremberg congresses. They are translated mto numer 
ous languages are advertised m Fascisf newspapers 
throughout the world, and can be obtamed &ee of chaige 
on applicatios Moreover they are frequently sent un 
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solicited through the maQ to addresses throughout this 
country particular attention bemg paid to cavil servants 
and military or naval oflScers Another organization the 
Wdt Dienst (World Service) of Erfurt regularly pubhshcs 
bulletins m many languages whieh glorify GemMn achieve 
ment and aims especially its racial pohcy and its persecu 
tion of the Jews Not long since documentary evidence 
produced before the Swiss law courts demonstrated con 
clusively the connexion between this organization and 
German propaganda all over the world The Welt Dienst 
publishes at intervals a buUetm m eight languages lu 
which the foulest allegations are made against the Jews. 
On the cover it is specifically stated (the translation is 
not my o’wn) that These leaflets are intended to be 
passed from hand to hand among Gentiles The 

commumcation of the matters dealt with to the well 
mtentioned Press is cotaidered hi^ly desirabte Those 
holding similar views to our own firrooghout the world 
who recogmze the fact that systematic work and research 
after truth cannot be earned on wi&out pecuniary out 
lay wjl of a surety deade to send us some smaU contn 
bution as their means may permit It is this same Bureau 
winch has taken under its charge the propagation of 
the Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion which 
it oflexs to its correspondents in almost every Ian 
guage It supphed too the experts” at the tnal at 
Berne when m spite of their efforts the foigeiy 
was judicially condemned Another channel of propa 
g anda is the broadcast and the newsreel by which means 
Germany has established her hold m South Amenca while 
a free news service heavily tinged with propa g a nd a, 
id all Nazi denngs in that and other parts of the 
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attached to it may be realized from tlKi pretentious oew 
budding now bemg ereseted in the heart of Berlin to serve 
as its centre Visitors are often admitted to the couatey 
on conditions which though they may add a httle to its 
reserves of foreign currency are clearly uneconomic They 
are treated with ambassadonal deference given an official 
welcome and shewn that synagogues are still open They 
are mformed that the whole system of govemment the 
schools and the organs of pubhc opimon were in the 
hands of Jews before the Naa revolution — ^largely of 
eastern European Jews forming par* of the hypothetical 
influx of 7 000 000 said to have streamed over the eastern 
frontier under the Weimar Repubhc 

m 

Special organizations are moreover devoting their 
attentiCHi to the purpose of expoundmg the Nazi viewpomf 
m one country or another In England, the most unpor 
tant IS the Anglo German Fellowship which succeeding a 
sunilar pre-war mstitution, was organized shortly aftet 
the war for the sole pui^pose of improving relations be- 
tween the two countries ongmal President was the 
first Lord Reading who devoted himself whole heartediy 
to Its objects but resigned when the persecution Of the 
Jews started m Germany It has since been reorganized, 
and mevitably a good part of its attention is devoted to 
whitewashing German mtemal policy Curiously enough. 
Its President is now Lord Mount Temple — ^who along 
with his children and grandchildren, would however be 
debarred from any pubhc position m Germany, since he 
mamed a daughter of Sir Ernest CasseL (The fact that 
Sir Erasts great-granddaughtex is on the paternal side 
also a great great granddaughter of Queen Victoria would, 
1 frar be of no help m the matter ) 

The Fellowship operates m the higher strata of Bighsh 
society Mote hunible jn mnobersfaip untl scope is tite 




T.-mlc, which IS directed to the middle classes. Ontwardly 
the purpose of both of these oiganizations is only to 
create fneodship between Great Britain and Germany 
but an inevitable result of this is first, the justification 
and then the adulation of the present German regime 
and m their official organs there have recently figured 
not only attacks on the Jews but also criticisms of par 
hamentary democracy Where possible the T.mk or 
ganizes local groups with lectures praising 
Germany and imphcitly or exphcitly attacking the Jews 
In addition to these two major organizations, there 
are some purely local groups notably m Bnghton, 
whose sole purpose is to spread Nazi gospel m this 
country 

Hie mass of Nazi propaganda from these and other 
sources is increasmg m England daily Letters and 
pamphlets attacking the Jews are broadcast through the 
post, sometimes being mailed (m order to make them 
appear all the more innocent and gcnumely Britsh ”) m 
remote country villages Even the mmds of agricultuml 
labourers and farmers m aB jpaits of the land who have 
perhaps never seen a Jew are being poisoned by the stock 
anti Jewish propaganda such as that the Jewish mui 
tple stores are the rum of Bntish farmmg and the Ptoto- 
cols of the Learned Elders of Zion are adduced to shew that 
this IS part of a subtle but dehberate scheme for brmgmg 
down the Empire At select dinner parties in Mayfeii 
clearly not casual m composition the conversation wiH 
be skilfully guided to the Jewish Problem ’ and a well 
pnmed guest wfil explam why the German example de- 
sKTies imitation An<L before leaving the visitors are 
presented with prmted propaganda of course mcludmg 
the Protocols ” The wnter of a letter to The Times re- 
cently complained that anh-Semitic propaganda was 
actually being circulate^ in fas name to others whose 
appeared m its ool 
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The dose mteiconnexion between Bntish and Gennaii 
anh-Semihsm is proved by the fact Uiat arguments froBj 
Rosenberg s speeches are being reproduced almost word 
for word m Fascist leaflets published sn tms country More 
significant still, some of the anti Semitic labels which are 
stuck outside public places and Jewish shops m London 
are actually prmted in Hamburg 

IV 

' If these are the conditions in England, the state of aSatrs 
; on the Contment can be imagmed. There were three 
f countries of eastern Europe each with considerable and 

K ancient Jewish populations m which even before the 

g Etse of Nazism conditions for the Jews were far from 

* ideal They are Poland Hungary and Roumania There 
^ Ceonan policy has definitely made anti Semitism fashion 

* able and even respectable No longer is it possible for 

J Liberal leaders to dqnct it as a relic of barbarism and a 

’ disgrace to the oountcy for the nerve-centre of Eutopes 
i culture IS now leading the way 

" The German example has hence made the condition 
’fv 0 f the local Jewish population ever more critica] an 
I example fortified by subsidized propaganda The local 
^ German mmonbes have spread anti-Semitic poison as an 
i mitegral part of their fight on behalf of the Fatherland. In 
I^Roumama there has been a spate of new periodicals stib- 
* sidized by Nazi funds with the sole object of preaching 
Semibsm and the propagation of Nazi ideals In Hun- 
gary though the Fascist i«rty has been ofiSciaJly sup 
^pressed it contmues a subterranean existence and assists 
the spr^dmg of the flood of propaganda which pours 
Tjto the country from Germany 
The Anschluss was succeeded by a southerly thrust of 
r Idferman propagandist activrties la Jugoslavia the local 
’German mmonty of 800 000 was organized quit antb- 
hterataro and papem cleaxiy (for they 
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Iiave no advertMing leveaue) bs^ to appear In tiiose 
towns where there is any notable German speaJcmg ele- 
ment a Nazi organization has been set up with a Fuehrer 
appointed from Germany at the head and local residents 
are forced to jom The situation here has been aggravated 
by the fact that there lire m the country numerous 
White Russian refugees some of whom stiH preserve 
the old pog^'om spint So far the agitation has had no 
effect on the Government but there are s^ns that the 
temper of the people and their relations with iheu: Jewish 
neighbours have changwi for the worse 
The smaller countries are not immune In Denmark, 
when a number of Nazi ]Oumahsts were brought to tnal 
for insulting the Jewish faith they raised objections to 
the judge who heard tte case on the ground that he was 
of Jewish descent Switzerland, part of the Greater Ger 
many has been flooded with Genrm propaganda some 
of It heavily subsidized In HoUand Nazi leaders boast 
that they have set up anti Semitic papers Even in coun 
tries where there are virtually no Jews German mfluences 
have prevailed General Lopez Pinto nuhtaiy com 
mander of Burgos has declared gravely 
‘ This IS a war of religion The enemies of Christ ate 
the Jews and Freemasons He who is not with Chnst is 
against Him War wi&out mercy on all Jews and 
Freemasons They must pensh, one and all ” 

It IS however in those overseas countnes which hai> 
hour great Gennan communities that the propaganda has 
reached its culminating pomt 
In South America, where the Gennan colony is very 
numerons (there are over one milhon Germans m Brazil 
alone) the first opportumty was taken of mtroduemg the 
Nazi ideology Very shortly after Hitler came into power 
the German institutions were purged of non Aryans The 
local setflementfi were organized on Nazi lines and, m fie 
schools, cfaildieo were brought up to ban Hitter 
14 ^ 



IHE 


PXUBUiM 


but never even heaid of Bolivar This was of coarse, ac- 
oompaiued by a systematic campaign of vilification against 
the Jews So senous did matters become that there was 
real danger that a Naa stranglehold might be established 
m. local life In self defence, the Government dissolved 
these organizations but the poison they had implanted 
remained 

It IS probable that more German money has been 
spent on propaganda m the Umted States than m any 
other country — partly because of the important part which 
IS played by that Power m world affairs partly because 
of the enoimous German American population which it 
is desired to bnng in Ime with the prevailing Nazi ten 
deocy It is gnmly comic to see how that same power 
which alleges that the Jews owe allegiance to some mytbi 
cal external anthonty and so cannot be faithful citizens of 
the country m which they live regiments its former mh 
zens m foreign lands (even though they may have adopted 
another nationality) overrides then new allegiances and 
even goes so far as to claaa authonty over their native- 
bom children It has been formally stated in the House 
of Representatives m Washington that there are thirty two 
Nazi camps m the country claiming a membership of 
nearly half a million and that they are the sceoes some 
tunes of march^ m para military formation accompanied 
by a salute of the swastika In February 1938, the 
Deuischer Vdksbund the chief organization for Nazi 
activities m the Umted States held its first convention, 
attended by no fewer than 15 000 delegates As I write 
six ofiioers of the German Amencan Settlement League 
(a subsidiary of the Volksbund} have been convicted on 
a charge of violating the New York Civil Righte Act by 
takmg an oath of allegiance to Herr Hitler All these 
Nazi organizations of course, inculcafo anh-^Seinitisffi as 
a primary condition of their existence All this is acoom 
pmned by nKKm direct and undisguised attacks As early 
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z& tlie spring of 1934 a German propaganda agency xn 
Washington circulated a meaioranduni to all the priests 
throughout the United Slates attaclcmg the Jews and 
asserting that they were propagating Bolshevism. The 
cost of Nazi propaganda m the country daring the past 
twelve montlis is stated on good authonty to total 
$30000000 (£6000000) 

In Canada conditions are more dangerous because of 
the vast and in some wa^ unenlightened French Canadian 
population among whom (partly as a by-product of their 
dislike of the Enghsh element m the country) an a nti 
Jewish movement of stnctly mediseval character has long 
flounshcd This has now been lemforced by the half 
nulhon Germans m the Domimon, comprising some 5 
per cent of the population The German consnlar offices 
are bemg used for the distnbution of Nazi propaganda 
In addition a vast quantity of htemhire of the vilest kind 
has poured mto the country some by way of England but 
a good deal direct from Germany A Canadian National 
Socialist party has been organized on the German mode] 
under a leader * named Arcand, though this is m fact, 
no less anti British than it is anh Jewish In a country 
where problems of rehgion and naftonaHty are already 
so complicated as thqr are m Canada the dang^ is 
extreme 

Another Briti^ Domimon wh0ic pohhcal oonffitions 
lend themselves to anb-^emitiic propaganda, rs South 
Afoca Here a strong G«man s^emmf finds an afly 
in the ifitra nahonahst party It is morover hoped (a 
httle sangumely) that a whitewashing of Nazism may 
assist in the return of South West Afnca to German hands 
In January and February 1938 the Johanneshurg 
one of the most responsible South African papers, pub 
hshed the results of an inquiry into Nazi activities m the 
Umon It was disclosed that the caitire IXunnuon was 
honeycsoml^ with German jsopaganda and orgamzations 
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on the strictest Nazi lines The whole work is directed 
ftom Berlin ty a member of the staff of the Gennan 
Foreign Office Herr Bohle who bom (of German 
parents) m Bradford was educated in Cape Town and 
went to Germany only in 1920 the official local leader 
IS Bruno Stiller Counsellor of the German Legahon at 
Pretoria 

A slight sJip m organization (some Jews with Gennan 
names being madvertently mduded m a mailmg list) dis- 
do^d the fact that a very large amoirnt of anti-Semitic 
leaflets and propaganda matenal m Enghsh and AMkaans 
produced m Germany was being introduced and circu 
lated m the Umon (Johannesburg Sunday Times July 
25th 1937) The Cape Argus commenting on the dis- 
closures described the German organization as “an ofii 
cial German State body withm this country The Nad 
branch here is no Cambnan Caledoman or Netherlands 
Society It 18 part of the German State receivmg orders 
h:om Berhn and exacting comphance from its members 
And, among those orders first and foremost is the duty 
of hatmg the Jew 

This expensive propaganda is not confined to Europe 
and the European peoples overseas but is pursued also 
among the branches of those same ‘ Semites whom 
National Sociahsm places on the lowest plane of humanity 
Herr Streicher Editor of Der Stuermer boasted in an un 
gimrded moment (m his Nuremberg speech of November 
18th 1935) that he had Stuermers m Holland and also 
m Iraq At the tune of Dr Goebbels s proposed visit to 
Egypt, Nazi agents estabhshed themselves m that country 
where their activity has sme© been constant SupervKiOD 
of affairs m the Near Hast is beheved to be entrusted 
to a Nazi ceU” estabhshed m London iidnch is re- 
sjionsible for the distribution of money while the “ tech 
meal” mstmctions are sent from Berhn. For the year 
1938 £15 000 has been allotted for da here 
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Meetongs are r^ulariy held m the Deutscher Verem 
of Cano where Egyptjans mamed to Gcnnan gtris are 
frequently uivited to lectures and are supplied with abun 
dant literature Under the same auspces committees of 
students of the famous Ei Azhar Umversity have been set 
up in different districts of Cairo for the purpose of “ co 
ordinating Arab defence i.e anti Jewish agitation in 
Palestme On these committees Egyptians are mvariably 
a minority they are generally composed of Palestinians 
Iraqians and Synans but always mclude a German 
This artificial agitation has hao, of course the mevitable 
result of stirring up anti Jewish feehngs m the lower 
classes m a country where for some time past the rela 
tions between the Jews and their neighbours have been 
ideal 

And now finally and m some ways most heartbreaking, 
Italy The fact that the Racial Idea is bemg deliberately 
implanted m the soil of Italy isolates m a sort of test- 
tube the whole problem of anti Scmitism and reveals to 
the world how artificial the thmg is m its essence, and 
how completely how exclusively it is a stunt m the 
most forbidding sense of the word. 

The Jews of Italy number it is estimated forty five 
thousand, or rather less than one-tenth of 1 per cent As 
a commumty in a sense explamed earher they are mdi 
genous Numencally no Jewish Problem exists Ouah 
tatively it does not exist eithen— for the mmute Italo- 
Jewish community has provided for the Ifahan, even 
the Fascist State some of its most distui^uished and loyal 
servants 

A Jewish Problem has had to be created Why has 
S^or Mussolmi set about creating it"^ In a conversation 
he had in 1924 with Dr Sacerdoti Chief Rabbi of Rome 
he declared that ‘ anti Semitism is a plant which cannot 
obtain a foothold m Italy To Emfl Ludvsng he avowed 
as recently as 1932 “ NationaJ ptidr has no need of the 
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delinum of race Anti-SemitiBin does not exist in 
Italy” 

Why IS Mussolini seeing to it that it shall exist*^ 

Is it not because the ravening anti Jew on the otiher 
side of the Brenner has made it the condition of his con 
tmued complaisance? Is it not because it has been 
necessary to divert the minds of tlie Itahan people from 
the disappointment of Abyssinia the protracted dram of 
the Spanish adventure the bleaJoiess of the internal situa 
tion'^ On what other hypothesis can we explam Signor 
Mussolims flagrant betrayal of his own word*? How 
explain further the suicidal contumacy of his stand against 
the Pope himself who has declared the wickedness of the 
racial heresy m language which has already become his 
tone and has sent a thnil of mournful exultation through 
out Jewry? 

Signor Mussolim had the choice before hun of Adolf 
Hitler and His Holmess He who stnkes the Pope 
dies,* declared the Pope to the assembled students of 
Cathohe Action Signor Mussohni has chosen Adolf 
Hitler There axe many both m the congregation of St 
Peter and among the survivors of Titus, who fed he has 
signed his own death warrant 

V 

It has been said more than once (but is none 
the less true for that) that anti Semitism is un Ei^sh 
Today,, it is possible to go farther and to state un 
equivocally that it is Made m Germany To Germany 
ft owed Its revival in a pseudo-saentific form at the 
dose of the last century To Germany it owes its present 
recrudescence And to constant umenutting and vastly 
expensive propaganda from the same country (the oast of 
which might have been more reasonably devoted to paying 
the counti^’s legitiroate debts) is due its present revival 
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jroucHottt iJi© 'Vvorid on this trsmenikras scale We aie 
old a great deal m this propaganda of the p^ 
)f the hypothetical Jewish IntexuatioiiaJ ” But the 
mti Semitic International ’ is more serious— for it 
exists 
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AKnSEMmSM EXPORTED 
I 

In tile prrevioiis chapter an attempt was made to indicate 
(with the collaboration not specifically contributed, of 
official quarters m Berlm) somethmg of the highly organ 
jzed mechanism by which anti Semitic propaganda s being 
fostered throughout the world by the German Govern 
ment In the following pages some of the ’■esults of this 
conspiracy will be outlmed In country after coimtty 
conditions have shamefully detenorated dunng the pak 
five years in central and eastern Europe they have he 
come almost desperate If I begin by speabng of England, 
It is not because I consider the position here to be really 
serious but because there are numbers of decent English 
men and Enghshwomen who do not reahze the petty 
persecutions to which theix Jewish neighbours are being 
subjected at the present time If this is the case here. 
It can be imagmed how dangerous conditions are m 
eastern Europe where ugly possibilities have always lurked 
round the corner 

It is not difficult m this to recognize the ejsample and 
the lesson of German propaganda Six Oswald Mosley 
started off his eccentric political career without any anti 
Jewish bias mdeed, his New Party ” adroitly put up a 
weH known Jewish boicer as its candidate in 1931 m cme 
of the few English constituencies m which the Jewish vote 
counts for somethmg Unfortunately he polled only 300 
votes — a circumstance which seems to have rankled m 
the Leader s mmd From the fiat brew of the New Party 
beverage he turned to the pure milk of F on the 
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Italian model hat fottad that it made no particular appeal 
to the English palate He then made the palgnmage to 
Mumch and came back with a new potion By pla yin g 
on latent anti Semitic feelmg. and identifymg the Jews 
with evejy unpopular cause he could at least secure pub 
Uaty mtelligibibty and a certain amount of sympathy 
among retrograde mtellects 

The British Umoii of Fascists hence embarked on a 
full blooded anti Jewish policy The results may not 
have been commensurate with the expense mvolved but it 
IS undemable that senons anti Jewish feehng has been 
stimulated, and that dormant anti Jewish passions have 
been directed to more practu^a] and dangerous channels 

It IS noteworthy how faithfidly the Nazi methods of 
the early days have been repeated for all the world as 
though the Eoghsh disciple had receivol verbal instruction 
from his teacher Following Herr Hitler s lead provoca 
tive Fasast marches have been staged through Jewish 
quarters and any consequent disorder has been paraded 
as proof of Jewish mahee ( No one else attacks us 
Sir Oswald umocaitly declares) The inevitable Proto- 
cols of the Learned Elders of Zion are given all (he 
veneration which can be spared from the ipsissum verba 
of the Leader Leaflets have been distnbuted advocating 
a boycott of Jewish busm^ses Anti Jewish scrawls are 
seen on blank waQs and hoardings aU over England 
Jewish shop keepers windows are defaced by ann Jewish 
labels (in some cases printed in G^many) Even His 
Majesty s mails are not safe tune after tune oommumca 
tions to or from Jewish organizations are defaced by 
swastikas, with the letters P J (Perish Judah) In the 
East End of Lemdon, acts of violence have mcre^ed 
wmdows have been broken mdividuals of Jewish 

a have beai molested and responsible resadents 

that feelmgs are at a pitch pled m hvnig 
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But Mosley s Bntish Union of Fascists is not tbe worst 
oaesoder There are nvals and imitators who cany tins 
anti Jewish propaganda a stage farther In 1937 a split 
in the Union resulted in the wthdrawal of two former 
lieutenants, Wilham Joyce and John Befiket who formed 
a National Socialist League which announced itself to be 
definitely anti Jewish ’ (the Bntish Union are only in 
adenfaliy so) More extreme still is the Imperial Fascast 
League, which has gone so far as to mculcate the ntual 
murder libel against the Jews m its organ The Fascist 
In September 1936 its publisher Arnold S Leeae was 
sentenced to six months impnsonmeait for prmting and 
publishmg certain scandalous and libellous statements and 
by so doing effecting a public mischief Nevertheleas, 
early m 1938 he pubhshai an mdependent work on the 
same subject, nvaUmg m scurrility even the fragrant pub 
hcatons of Nazi-Gerraany Another work traces the Jew 
ish connexions m vanous famihes of the Hngbsh ans 
tocracy which are thereby stigmatized as beang unfit to 
partiapate In our public life 
Refugees from Nazi Germany have been in part re- 
sponsible for as they have been the first victims of this 
agitation Owing to a ngjd control of immigration the 1 
number m the country is very small indeed — between six 
and seven thousand England should of all countnes be 
conscious of the potential importance of such immigrants 
are not her textile trade h^ railways her b mnlnn g system 
many of her staple mdustnes largely the creation of teE 
gious reifugees freely admitted mto ftis country in former 
times‘d Past experience has r^ieated itself already for 
mdustnal and manufactunng concerns estabhsh^ by ^ 
German refugees already employ a considerable n um ber 
of hands many more it is estimated than the total number % 
of refugees "With the arrival of some nf the mc^ dis- 
tmgiashed German physicians savants and scieatet^ * 
whose hfo has berai made snpossible m their natwo 
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England has alie-idv been enriched Moreover (and 
perhaps this is the most important consideration of all; 
It was la the past one of England s proadest boasts and 
not perhaps liie least of her assets that no refugee from 
religious persecution abroad ever knocked at her gates in 
vain and this is a spiritual advantage which should not be 
lightly surrendered 

Despite all this the presence m the country of this 
handfid of refugees has afccadj unloosed storms of pro- 
test which some secuona of the yellow Press have helped 
to develop It is alleged that a host of foreign Jews is 

overrunning tlie country By a particularly mean tack, 
the political menace of Germany and the possibilities of 
German espionage are being mampnlated to prejudice the 
position here of German Jews who are victuns of ihe 
German terror It is widely stated that the medical pro- 
fession IS bemg overwhelmed by tiie refugees though 
actually up to the April of this year only 187 or 0 31 
per cent of the total number of names on the Register 
had been allowed to practise — surely no excess of hos 
pitahty towards a company of healers who have it 
m their power to ennch En^sh medicine with the latest 
metiiods and ideas of central European therapy These 
were people to consult whom sufierers m this cduntry m 
happiet tunes specially journeyed to Germany or Austria. 
The others once they are acdunatized to EngUsh ways 
and technique will be an invisible handful dispers^ 
throughout the profession 

What has been stated m these pages serves to illuatrate 
the fundamental and unfortunhte fact that— owing partly 
to Kaza example partly to Nazi propagani3a--E)Q|3aij)d 
has become Jew conscious ” to an extent that she las 
never perhaps beea since the Expulsion of 1290' People 
are beguming to think m terms of They are be- 
ginning to examine miaxiscopcally the proportions of the 
Jews m tbe vanous They are bcgmmng to 
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consider the Jew not as a decent enougji fellow who 
attends (or does not attend) a different place of wo rship 
but (like the old legalists) as the peipetaal alien” 
Joumahsts see good coi^ m the situation and add to 
the tunnojJ by publishing articles pro and contra The 
Tews naturally enough but not perhaps fortunately answer 
diffusely and sometimes not too well 
The one certam consequence of all this is that eren 
in this country the popular mmd has began to preoccupy 
itself with a Jewish Problem ” m other words the fact 
that a Jew s grandfather came from abroad or that the 
costume shops in Berwick Street are largely in Jewish 
hands or *hat the Jews either mtermany or do not mtei 
many with the rest of the population constitutes a ” prob 
lem mstead of a phenomenon 
^ I find it impossible to bdie/e that what happened 
* in Germany could happen here I believe that the Ger 
man has a primitive and almost mystic compulsion to 
side against the weak and outnumbered, as the English 
to side with them. An episode recorded m the Daily 
, Telegraph recently illustrates exactly what I mean 

Mr Raymond Wilhamson a young Enghsh student 
’ from Southport Lancashire was badly hurt in a fight in 
a Mumch cabaret on Friday night He is now in the 
surgical clmic suffering from severe face lacerations and 
j ooficussion 

^ ** The dispute started over a bill for 55 pfenmngs — ^about 

O "Sd According to an eyewitness Mr Williamson vns 
attacked without any provocation He had been with a 
of five Amencans and was chaHenged by a waiter 
I^Opr' an alleged unpaid bill when he was about to leave file 
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Gsujg mbbc' truncheons and chairs as weapons 

The Americans after helping to rescue fhear ftiead 
reported the matter to the pohce but so far no achon 
has been taken * 

I have perceived this cotapuJsion m operation m Ger 
many time atter time and endured it on my own person 
almost with ejihUaratioa so perfect an instance it was of 
the furor teutomcus raging as it always does against a 
creature or creatures hopelessly outmatched 

It cannot happen here I say for the English are not 
(S>mposM as the Germans are Even m Germany the 
forest of foul weeds could only have sprung from a sod 
soured and impoverished by failure m war by the com 
bmabon in the peace that followed of humiliation from 
without and fraud within 

It cannot happen here. I wiS not listen to the voice 
that whispers Exactly so the German Jews comforted 
themselves as the brown tides rose remorselessly around 
them 

Here there is chivalry and there is God It cannot 
happen here 

n 

1 have dealt at some length with conditions m England 
because they resmnble m gmieral outline those pi most 
other democratic countries There is everywhere (lu parti 
as I have said, owing to unconsmous mutation and in 
part to dehberate inculcation of the German example) a 
revival of anh Semitic feelmg la the Western oountnes 
the menace is as yet a distant one There is a certam 
malaise m Jewish life Jt is possible to sesnse the change 
that has made itself felt in the atmosphere during the 
past five years persons think and speak and wnte m 
terms of Jewish Problem there are occasional iso 
lated madents, of no great importance m themselves And 
that, for the mtm&A, is all 
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Matters are different Arhen we cosoae to eastern Europe 
with Its great Jewish masses and its tradition of Jew 
baitmg uninterrupted over a penod of t^ntunes Here ffic 
condition of the Jew is radically unliLe that in the Western 
world The current Occidental allegations — the accuniu. 
lation of nches the abuse of money power the incursion 
into die professions, and so on — ^would generally spiking 
be meaningless here The Jew of eastern Europe is oa 
the whole on a completely different level from his cor 
rehgiomst m the west 

I am thinking particularly of Poland, with its Jewish 
population of 3 300 000 — second in magmtude only to 
of the Umted States, and comprismg approximatdy one 
m ten of the inhabitants of tihe country An eaonnous 
proportion thinks the Western reader no wonder that 
Poland has its Jewish Problem ’ and wants to reduce the 
numbers For the Western reader does not often realize that * 
these Jews are natives of the country m precisely the same 
sense as the Poles themselves They have been living 
there for ten centunes (Pohsh history itself begins only 
about the year 1000) From the thirteenth century their 
numbers increased rapidly The country had been left 
almost desolate after the Tartar invasions and m order * 
to re establish its economic life one mler after the other 
mvited and encouraged Jews and others from the as they ^ 
were then more civilized lands to the west to settle m the 
country Many of the settlers came from Germany \ 
refugees from the persecuttons which were common there ^ 
at that time With them they brought their own language ^ 
which with i^thetic fidehty ^ey contmued to chen^ and ^ 
to foster and to speak generation after generation:, and J 
which 15 the basis of the present J or Tid- L 
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fpstered that the coitsjuodiUes snd the ideas of the west 
h fgao to peaetrate the countiy nioderu I^oland 

was developed Tneir descendants are stiO a fairly homo 
geneous body Forty per cent of them are attisans theste 
are perhaps iOO 000 settled on A® ^^cmamder 

(her majority are small shop pedlars, and the 

<^ier middlc-men responsible for the distribution of the 
necessitira of life The vast majority are very poor at 
the best and the proportion of professional men and the 
lilce IS minute It is m fmit, an old-established national 
mmonty like many others m Poiaad~mth its typical 
folk ways xchgion and language. 

This was accepted ly the Peace Conference m 
which m recognizmg Poland s nahoual eiostence, insisted 
on eqoahty of treatment for all racial or religions mmorl 
ties m Its borders Though Poland s birth pangs had been 
accompanied bv a series of pogroms, her Jews hoped that 
this was to be the prdude to a penod of tiaaqmlhiy 3 ^ 3 ^ 
unfortunately Poland embarked on an expetimemt to 
conviSrt the country hrto a National State, Polish m 
the same sense in which (say) Italy is Itahan, or Holknd 
IS Dutch If 15 clear that tins is unethical m a sense 
more acute than for msfance* the compulsoiy and forcible 
Americanization of the Poles in United States would 
be for the latter crossed the Atlantic of thar own, free 
will whereas its minorities were ^signed to Poland Without 
being consulted and had been hvmg m their present 
homes from tane immemoiial And ^ very con 
sidprable there are upwards of 4000 Ow Incraamaus and 
1000000 Germans and 2,000000 RuiSiaas in addiUon 
id the Jevsfs so that the Poles do not ainniint to as much 
as 70 per cent of the population Tbcy^ tan become 100 
per cent only at the pnee of go^ss^ ^^*’**^ ^ which the 
Jews would be by no means the omy simerros 

In the to convert h**®' ® National 

State the Jews sufersd more than iter mmontics 
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The latter formed on the whole; fairly compact groups 
the Jews were scattered The latter codd count on a cer 
tarn amount of protection from other powers but not the 
Jews In addition, it was possible to stir up against the 
Jews serm dormaut religious prejudice and atavistic Jew 
hatred Thus whereas tne presence of 4 000 000 Ukr ainian ;; 
m Poland merely made a minonty the presence of 
3 300 000 Jews was elevated into a problem And whereas 
other minonties have been merely regimented the inten 
Uon has been declared that the Jews or the greater part 
them must be eliminated 

Thus, even before 1933 their position had been senons 
enough Their parliamentary representation which m 
1922 rose to 34 (a figure not by any means dispropor 
tionate to their numbers) was whittled away almost to 
vanishing pomt There were occasional outbursts of dis 
order The nationahstic parties found them a useful 
whetstone to sharpen their foDowers enthusiasm. They 
had difficulty m makmg their way m the professions and 
were exposed to vihfication m the umversities From 
the Ovd Service and the very important Govenunent 
monopolies where they might rationally have expected 
10 per cent of the appomtments they were excluded 
almost entirely In Warsaw where the Jews constitute 
over 30 per cent of the population fliey provide less than 
2 per cent of the mvinicipahtys employees. 

AH this had already made much progress even before 
1933 With the Naa rise to power the process was 
mtensifled. As had happened fifty years before the 
German example made native anti Seimtism (previously 
regarded as something a little disgraceful and retrograde) 
respectable, and indeed noble Not only did the Polish 
extremists the ‘ Fndeks model themselves and their 
methods on those of the Nazis the Government itself 
was mfccted by the example before long. The concrete 
o e was intensified by the economic depression which 
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hit Poland sevesely Hus was exacexbatcd, m the case of 
die Jews by the discrunination m all walks of Ijfe which 
has been indicated above Morcovef that section of the 
population to which the Jews belong was hard hit by the 
Goveimmeint pohey of extending Govertunental monopohes 
more and more mto various trades and branches of com 
merce thereby senously affecting the shop-keeping class 
as a whole Bat whereas the displaced non Jewish shop 
keeper could hope to admimster these newly created 
monopolies under the Government this was out of the 
question for the Jews who tacitly but none the less effec 
tively are excluded from them 

And the discmmnation was not restneted to Govern 
ment employment Not long smee (May 10th 193?) it 
was reported that an assoaation of Christian porters m 
Warsaw Misued a protest against the unfeir competition 
of the Jewish porters who (they alleged) were monopohz 
mg the best pitches It was suggested that Jewish porters 
should be forbidden to worir m the centre of the aty 
that their number should be hmited^ and that they should 
wear a special badge so that no self lespectmg Pole might 
employ them unawares 

It is not contested that the Jews ate performing an 
important economic function The gravamen of the 
chajrge agamst them is that they are Jews It is desired 
to make the population of the towns more uniform (to 
say more Polah is to beg the question) The Chnstran 
Pole must become more urbanized The peasantry must 
be encouraged to leave the land and settle m the towns 
The Jew will thus become superfluous 

And what then*^ The conclusion, after 1933 vas ob- 
vious Germany's success” wrote the Gazetta War- 
szawska^rm Apnl 19th 1935 teaches us m Poland to 
adopt the same policy which will force the Jews to 
organize their own mass emigration We can do that 
only by making the Jews realize tmee and for all that 
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there will he no stopping nntd not a single Jew is left m 
Poland. 

So the world was gravely and ojfficially infornied by 
the representatve of the Polish Government, that the 
presence of three and a quarter million Jews m the country 
constituted a problem * and that a place of refuge mus t 
be found for them elsewhere It is for all the world as 
though the Enghsh Government were suddenly to derade 
that the e:Mstence of 3 000 000 Welshmen in Great Bntaiu 
was a problem and that the world must find a home 
for them It is as dangerous a precedent as our times can 
shew Were it admitted we would be confronted by 
another Wandenng of the Nations with the difference that 
it would be staged m an ovmrjopulated world. 

Thus Pohsh Jewry has been pushed to the bnnk of 
nun Unemployment among them has grown to fantastic 
proportions One-third of the total number are without 
work without resources without hope and are slowly 
staxvmg to death Another third can ]ust make suffimait 
to keep body and soul together but no more and am 
hvmg below the subsistence level There are perhaps 
only one milhon, out of the total of 3 300 000 who can 
(for the moment) look forward to the immediate future 
with any confidence and even they do not know what 
the next few months may have m store It is alleged 
as an extenuation of the Governments pohcy tad 
of possible future developments that the younger element 
among the Polish Jews w turning to Commuftim 
If that IS true (but it cannot be m the case of the maprity 
still wrapped up in the traditional Jewish life and ab 
sorbed m Talmudic study) it would not necessarily he a 
mattesr for apology but still less for surprise 

The position of Pohsh Jewry is hence graVe in the 
extreme and if they are not subjected to a persecutHin so 
odious and systematic as m Germany the numbers m? 
volved are far greater There is one further important 
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(MfefeiKe that, through Ioii| |<ffleiaiiaiK of petrseoi h 
the Pohsh Jews have become to some extent 
sufleripg and even to stamcoo- (IncjdentaBy ^ 
persecufioa is rather more impartial m so backwaj.^ 
of the wofM (Jicy have oot yet learned to select tli* ^ 

Uys fine&t latehecls, greatest physiciaas and iQost 

scientists for dilFerential treatment) But the 

very dark Another step backward, another Nazi trmm if 

another wave of hysteria and aU Pohsh Jewry 

sw^t into the abyss not 500000 mesn and 

some resources as was the case in Germany bn^ 

tones that number helfdess and penmiess It 

a disaster hardly equalled in modem history 

present is bad enoi^h Ihe tragedy has not pcth» ^ 

dramatic qualities of the downM of German Jewiiy b t 

there is little else that it lacks to be comparable ^ 

nr 

Turn now to Roumama, with its 900 OOO Je^s . 
anb Semitic movement alr^dy flourishing when 
Hitler was m the cra^e Htace conditions have 
enough ever since the country Was brought mto existence 
in the nineteenth century True the rights of Itoumaman 
Jews were guaranteed by fee Berlin Congress jg^g 
But treaty obligations in this direction were rasijy 
by pretending that Jews kiwever kmg tnd their 
fatbeas before them aught have been resident m 
try were not Roumantana. 

Even before the World War thwcfoie. Ro ptnam^ 
had a black name so fiir aa the treatment of her lowish 
subjecte was concerned, lie peace uict®®®*d their num 
her thTMfoId, under what was imagmed to be the efective 
guarantee of the Minonties TreaQf But this ^ ^ 
regarded with ampunily and there has be^ a more or less 
coahnijous record of violeocc attack, ana 
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coupkd with violent Jew baitaig oa occasion by the aali 
Semitic Iron Guard ^ 

Conditions were hence already senous vihen in the 
spring of the present year a curious piece of political 
chicanery suddenly placed the Fascist ieadei Goga, m 
the oflSce of Prime Mimster Immediately following Herr 
Hitler s example with flattering fidelity he issued a full 
blooded anti Semitic programme which was mtended to 
bnng the country into line with Germany There was 
an immediate panic throughout the country on the part 
of Jews and non Jews alike reflected m a catastrophic 
slump m tlie busmess sphere The reactions of the world 
were not favourable and within a couple of months King 
Carol dismissed the Government and took the reins into 
his own hands The Jews, safely returned into flie 
familiar atmosphere of conventional anti Seitufasin, 
breathed a sigh of rehef and prepared to continue to 
sufler their multitudmous minor annoyances and disabih 
ties with resignation. 

But they have been warned, A Fascist Government has 
been m power m Roumama, and has declared its mtenhons 
m no uncertam voice True today the tendency is in the 
opposite direction The rape of Austna has remiadfid 
Roumama that she may expect from Germany something 
more redoubtable than ideological advances Yet the 
tide may turn again Fascism may once more control the 
Roumaman Government — ^not as a nunonty this time bid 
as a majonty and for good If this happens — ^as it hak 
happened once before — ^the Jews know what to expect 
They too consider it wiser to be nervous than to be 
sorry Iheir eyes, too are turned beyond the frontiei^ 

Hungary even before the war was a hotbed of 
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nationalism m which Hungary s Jews (not unmindful that 
they had contnbuted a regiment to the patnohc fraces 
01 Kossuth m 1848) cordially participated They were a 
httle shocked when they found themselves among its 
victims After the war there was a good deal of sporadic 
violence Later on, in defiance of the peace treaties and 
m order to keep the Jews passion for learning within 
nhat the non Jewish Magyar considers to be reasonable 
proportions a mmerus clausus was mtroduced restricting 
the number of Jewish students in the Umversity to 5 per 
cent 

With the establishment of the Nazi example and the 
infiltration of Nazi influence this comparatively harmless 
measure proved a particularly dangerous precedent If the 
Jewish proportion in the universities could be limited by 
law why not the Jewish participation m other nation^ 
activities? And so m the spring of the present year the 
Government while carefully disdaimmg any anh Semitic 
bent passed a measure restnctmg the participation of the 
Jews m Hungarmn busmess industrial, and professional 
activities to 20 per cent five years being aUowed to put 
this into force 

It sounds innocuous enough if petty considenng that 
the Jews constitute with their 450 000 souls only 5 per 
cent of the total population But, m oertam parts of the 
country this proportion is far exceeded. Budapest, for 
example houses over half the number, comptjsmg nearly 
one quarter of the total population of the aty Yet here 
too the proportion of Jews is to be restricted to one m 
five m all wa&s of life Natural prochvily to and his 
toncal concentration m certam callings are disregarded 
The little Jewish shop-keeper with one employee, is to be 
treated m the same way as a great department store The 
difficulty that the Jew may normally have m obtaining em 
ployment which wiH shut him entutiy out of many 
cannot be campensated for cvm by JewiA 
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houses who most confine the number of Jews n 
employment to ont- m five The observant Jew who 
closes his business on Saturday and desires to give an 
opportun ty to young cor*^iigio*iiSiS to observe the Sab- 
bath likewise will no longer be able to do so for he 
must henceforth give direct employment to an overwhelm 
mg majonty of non Jews The Government can enforce 
dismissals or compulsory closing down where the 
figure of 20 per cent is exceeded but it is doing nothing 
to ensure that the figure should be mcreased when this 
proportion is not reached or even approached The pro 
portion of 44 per cent Jews engaged m the chemical 
mdustry will doubtless be halved but is it probable that 
the proportion of per cent m Government positions 
(only one-quarter what it should be) or the 1 per cent 
engaged m transportation will be compulsonlv mcreased^ 
Meanwhile within the next five years at least 14000 
clerks engineers company executives commercial 
travellers salesmen journalists and actors will lose their 
present jobs in addition to another 10 000 in other walks 
of life representmg perhaps 100 000 souls m all More- 
over Jews who were unemployed before the Bill was 
passed (and there were many of them) now have no hope 
of obtammg employment There is no wonder that, when 
the measure passed mto law the consulates in Budapest 
were besieged with Jews clamouring for visas which 
would enable them to go to some foreign land where they 
would have a chance of eammg their living that hundreds 
of middle-class girls many of them university graduates 
are trying to obtain employment overseas as domestic 
servants that every Jew m Hungary is now studying 
English, the tongue which offers most opportumties m the 
outside world 

Yet this is only the beginning Five years are allowed 
for this new n cl to be earned mto effect 

Meanwhile what may not happen? What if the ptopor 
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loa IS decreased froni 2D per cent to 15 per ccat or 10 
per cent or 5 per cent — figure equally logical and with 
consequeaceis mote and more terrible to contemplate? 
What too %ill be the final result of this legislative enact 
meot which lays down diat Jews alone of Hungarians 
are to receive difierential treatment and have their activi 
ties microscopically scrntmized'^ To what disgraceful ex 
tremities may not men depriveo of ail other channels of 
hvelihood descend*^ And with the next advance of Nazi 
ideals the next sop to the Awakening Magyars what new 
disaster may not follow on this prehnimary one? It 
IS imiwssible to say what the future has m store The 
one thing that is sure is that the outlook m their native 
Itend for the half million Hunganan Jews is black- indeed. 

IV 

It would be possible to continue this depressing survey 
Elsewhere in eastern Euiope conditions are suailarly 
senous and the future hardly less dark. Even where cir 
cumstances have been tolerable the threatening shadow of 
the swastika is chiDing the very soul of the Jews as of 
every liberal man and woman In March when 150 000 
of die stncken German Jews had been accommodated 
elsewhere there was that violent irruption into Austria 
which reduced 200 000 Jews overnight to beggary and des 
peration Outlets were saturated, relief funds exhausted 
— and the problem was greater than it had ever been before 
Smce then has come the cession of Sudetealand to Ger 
many with a population (according to the 1930 census) 
of 28 400 Jews established there for long centunes Their 
fate js too gnndy sure to encourage speculation But what 
of the 326 000 Jews m the rump sute of Czecho- 
slovakia? (I quote the figures of the 1930 census which 
take into account neither the natural accretion nor thf 
total of refugees firom various lands, dnefly Gennany anc 
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Austria) Wbat is to become of them‘d The mauixy js not 
mtanded to throw any doubts on the chivalry and getwjp. 
osity of the Czech people But do they not feel they have 
been chivalrous and generous enough beyond the point 
of self martyrdom ? What are henceforth the prospects 
for this large Jewish minority m a country engirdled by 
a palisade of swastikas'^ The outlook is hardly less senons 
for all the Jews of eastern Europe who f*-el themselves 
neanng the edge of a chasm and wonder how soon they 
may be prcapitated over it It may be said that out of ap 
proxunately 16 000 000 Jews in the world something life 
6 000 000 live under physical conditions which are or are 
rapidly becommg unbearable it may be said further that 
unless domestic conditions change the future holds out no 
hope for them save m emigration It remains to examine 
the other side of the picture and to see where the miser 
able fugitives of today and of tomorrow can hope to find 
refuga 



CHAPTER TWELVE 
WHITHER? 

I 

It iS a cosnmonplace among those who know something 
of Jewish history to say that the present is the gravest 
nour in the record of the Jewish people since the expidsnou. 
from Spam m 1492 which put an end to tie happiest 
commwnity of tiie Middle Ages This though is less 
than the truth For there were two great differences 
between the cnsis of 1492 and that of today In the first 
place the victims of that barbarous age bad an alternative 
In the second they had a refuge 
For the Edict of Expulsion from Spain—as mdeed ah 
the mediaeval measures of the sort— -were aimed only 
gainst professmg Jews These had to leave the country 
with a minimum of delay Converted Jews however 
might remain and it was specifically stated on most oc 
casions (and was mferred on all others) that by adopting 
Christianity they would escape from the scope of the 
measure and might continue m the country of their resi 
dence undisturbed. At other penoi^ of stress mid vidleiioe 
too It was possible by conversion to seajre the same 
seennty of hfe and hmb and the same rij^ts as other 
men — possibility of which a oertoJn number under the 
vigilant scrutiny of the Inijuiation, regularly availed 
themselves It is to be noted that m almost every case 
dieix descendants mergied completely and without chffieulty' 
in the general commum^—there was no quality of 
“blood to prevent this The weaker brethren thus had 
an avenue of escape the stroagex were at least aflorded 
the mmal salisfiactios of marQmtoiit 
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Foot and a half ccaitunes later all this is dtSercat. N& 
alternative is offered m our enlightened day The persecn 
tion IS directed against the Jewish race instead of 
against the Jewish faith There is henc® no possibility of 
evasion no system of denaturalization no ceremony of 
baptism which can possibly affect or mitigate that damwmg 
quality oi blood The differentiation becomes all the 
more terrible when one reflects that whereas it is at Ip^ s it 
arguable that wrongful relig ous views are dangerous one s 
descent is something over which one has no possibility of 
control For a man to be made to suffer for his opiiaoas 
IS perhaps logical however much it may be mistalcen For 
him to be made to suffer for his descent is not unlike 
persecuting him because he has blue eyes 
At previous times of cnsis moreover some land of 
refuge was always open to the Jews When they were 
uprooted from Palestine, the entire Roman Empire was 
available to them Expelled from England m 1290 they 
could take refuge in France When m 1306 they were 
driven out from France it was possible to cross the frcffl. 
tiers mto Germany and Spam Massacred m Germany 
they could trek farther eastward to Poland and on the 
ocscasion of the great expulsion from Spam Turkey opened 
her doors wide { ^at, do you call this Ferdinand 
wise‘> the Sultan Bajazet is reported to have remarked. 
“ He who strips his realm of his best subjects m order to 
enrich mme ) In our own day after the begmnmg of the 
Age of Pogroms m Russia, the labour famine m America 
permitted the absorption of hundreds of thousands of 
refugees without difScuIty But now for the first tape m 
history owing to the saturation of most areas of settle- 
ment, the serious economic condition throughout the world, 
and the growing nationalist feehng (stimulated by the neo- 
racialist nonsense in Germany), all the obvious outlets are 
blocked As it has recently been phrased unfortunately 
without exaggeration the world now to be divided 


{x^oca ooimtocs where Jews caimot hw and 
v^^ere Jews must not enter 
Inadentaliy on most of these occasions the Jews 
jsllowed to take property with them though m obedience to 
mediseval conceptions there were restrictions on ju 
tiansfer of gold and bullion But (as has been mdicat^ 
elsewhere) to export property from Germany is now S 
but impossible The country is eager to nd itself of 
Jews bat practically aU that possessions must bo 
behind, and they must go out naked the responsibility 
their escaping starvation being dirust on others Xt ig 
only (as at the begmnmg) that businesses have to be 5^^. 
rendered to their new Aryan owners all but compulsorg^ 
(and m many mstances the qualification is superfluous) 
a fraction of their teal value. 

Progressively matters have become far far worse . 
soecial flight tax imposed on the refugees netted 

alone some £7 000 000 for the German Governme,^^,'- 
Up to a few months ago after paying this and other due„ 
which reduced his assets to about 70 per cent of 
ongmal total it was possible for an emigrant to sell tfec 
xcmaiiider on blocked account at about 10 cem 
of its face value Thus provided that he had been abfe 
to convert his property successfully into hquid assets 
would realize about 7 per <»nt net of his original wegj^lj 
Permission could then be obtained from the Getn^ 
authorities to transfer the blocked account to the p^j. 
clmser converting it &us inh) a oitrency with a more , 
basis than rhetoric Early m 19;>8 however it ^ 
announced that the German authonties woifld grant no 
forther permits to transfer such accounts The 
Jew for whom hfe and hvdihood ate now equally 
nossible in the country is forced to leave it without su^ 
aent money to fay for a taxi fare at&e olJi« end 
confiscation is of course piracy To cast nauve 
subjects penniless into a fore^ country on the tuc^gy 
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of the chantable-imnded is nnexainpkd in the whole stoiy 
of international or of human relationships 

Men of means and propartj can generally be sure of 
admission if not of welcome where they please The 
pauper evervwhere finds the gates dosed and it is to this 
condition that Germany is deliberately reducing its dis 
possessed children Nevertheless leave they must 

n 

The horror of the present tragedy can be realized as 
one reads from time to tune of the positively iudicrous 
attempts which are being made by centra! European Jews 
to discover an outlet It is hke a trapped b^st hurljng 
Itself against the wall pawmg desperat^ at every crevice, 
m the hope of being able to escape There is hardly a 
spot on the world s surface which has not been the subject 
of speculation or inquiry In Vienna last spring the 
rumour spread that the poverty stricken island of Cyprus 
might provide an opening for some refugees It is re- 
ported that no fewer than 13 000 applications for setfle-' 
ment were received by May 1st (I give the figures as they 
have been given me improbable tliough they seem) Of 
these only 200 were acc^ted. In January 1937 world- 
wide attention was attract^ by the report that the French 
Colonial Minister had suggested the possibilities of a settle-? 
ment on the land m her colomes of Madagascar and ^ 
where. The Pohsh Government greeted the report with 
effusions of joy here at last was the opportumfy of rid- 
ding the country of her surplus Jews Germany on the 
other hand, contrary to what mj^t have been anticipated, 
m a country which desired to solve the problem of its 

non-Aryans by emigration stigmatized the scheme as 
the result of an intrigue by the anonymous Jewish Govern- 
ment and Jewish bankers who wish to wm away France 
colomes, while ys rightful demands for room foi' 
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fiatpansion were igoored, MeaawbBe m Madagascar pro 
tests were raised as might be expected on the tune- 
honoured principle of Madagasair for the Madagascans 
Not mimh has been heard of the plan of late and it seems 
that at the best it is not likely to provide a solution for 
more than the merest handful 
Again in July 19'?6 a well intentioaed but not very 
prominent Amencan politician opened up negotiations 
without any external authority with the President of Cuba 
for the time being It was proposed (thou^ without any 
suggestions as to the mechanism of the process) that the 
Republic should open her gates to a minimum of 100 000 
persecuted Jews Though clearly fantastic the plan called 
forth a great deal of comment and cntimsm abroad and 
a minor anti-Semitic storm m Cuba Subsequently it was 
revised, the number being reduced to 25 000 to be spread 
over a period of five years Their admission was to be 
dependent, however on the investment of between 
£10000 000 and £20000000 m mdustnal and scientific 
enterprises m the Repubho—clearly a usecEul method of m- 
ducing an mdustnal revival at someone else s cost Once 
the saner details became known enthusiasm waned for 
such a sum of money were it collected could be invested 
elsewhere with greater secunty and at least equal pros 
pccts The Cuba scheme remains one df the monumental 
chuneras which mark the road that leads from Berlin 
The emstenoe of the problem forraafly received mter 
national recogmtiOH last July when on the umtatioa of 
the President of the United States an mter Governmental 
conference met at Ewan to consider the problem of the 
political refugees (essentially of course Jewish) from Ger 
many and Austria It was nobly enough conceived, yet 
it does not seem as fhou^ very much is Idcely to re^t 
from it mdeed, unless it could have induced (he German 
Govemmeat to allow the refugees to take some reasonable 
pTDporbon of fear substance with them, it could hardly 
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have been expected to do much more A permanent com 
mittee has been set up in London ITic representatives 
of more than one country have heJd out the prospect fas 
yet unsubstantiated) tnat their respective Governments 
might consider the relaxation of their immigration laws 
Though the Jew cannot but be profoundly grateful at 
this demonstration of sympathy he cannot fail to feel some 
uneasmess at this quasi recognition by an mtematioital 
conference of the nght of a country to expel its nationals 

m 

The question remains then Wheie are the refugees to 
find a new home ? Between 1933 and the close of 1937 
over 130 000 Jews left Germany (without counting refugees 
from other countnes) oy now the total is somethmg like 
150000 At the outset it was France that provided a 
haven for the largest number Economically situated as 
she IS this could not contmue indefinitely yet m the spnng 
of the present year a new French law made it dear that 
should a refugee amvc on her frontiers without passport 
or travel paper and establish that he is fleemg from reh 
gious or political persecution he shall be admitted to the 
coimtry (England provided similarly for refuge m the 
case of victims of foreign persecution when immigration 
was limited by the Aliens Act of 1905 but the concession 
was withdrawn m 1914) But, normally speaking France 
has reached her absorptive limits and notwithstanding the 
recent Madagascar project it is not likely that her colonial 
empire offers much scope 

The same applies to most others of the more adTOnocd 
countries adjoimng Germany of which some (for example, 
Czechoslovakia} originally emulated Prances warm hos 
pitality (I do not speak for the moment of conntnes like 
Poland. \^ch play the ftymg pan to the Gennaii fire ) 
I suppose that it was impossible for them to contmue to 
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maintam the policy of the Open Door alone wheai all 
other doors were closed for this might mean that the 
whole of German Jewry could transfer itself en bloc to 
the one haven which was opecu It is tme that they mi^t 
die of hunger but it is presumably better to die of hunger 
where you are allowed the rights of a human bemg than 
where you are treated like a dog 
England has been less generous As indicated above 
the total number of refugees to whom she has given hos 
pjtality is mconsiderable Sir John Hope Simpson has 
indeed, recently suggested that this country should set an 
example to the world by announcang that she is prepared 
to accept 100 QOO refugees—a lead which would neces 
sarily have a great influence on the self governing 
Domimons and tos might make a considerable advance 
towards the solution of the problem as a whole The 
addition to any country of a body of young strong, active 
and industrious unmigrants with the probabihty of a long 
life before them (as the refugees from Germany and 
Austna m the mam are) is clearly an asset particularly 
to a land which like England, is faced with an im 
mment fall m population As workers and consumers 
moreover they must add to its econcanic activity rather 
than compete (as is generally imagmed) m the labour 
market Moreover this class would constitute an addition 
of the most valuable age groups whose adolescence and 
education would have cost the receiving country nothing 
Nevertheless in the present state of sentiment, it is 
out of the question to imagine that England is likely to 
behave so magnanimously The least, however that can 
be expected of her humamty is that she will receive those 
who can prove that they are not likely to be a charge on 
the country or can ennch her mtellectual and econonuc 
life and that she should not throw hack to the ravening 
wolves in Berlin and Vienna the human flotsam that is 
cast up from tmae to tune on her shores 
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Fifty years ago at tht time when her great labour 
famine enabled her to absorb annually an almost Uniunned 
number of immigrants the United States of Ammtai coiild 
have solved the present problem almost smgle handed 
m one year 1906 over 150 000 Jews from eastern Europe 
were able to estabhsh their homes m the country— -yet 
these constituted barely one seventh of the total number 
of that year’s immigrants That, however is now past. 
Unemployment is ’■ife m the Umted States and it appears 
to be out of the question for the moment that more than 
the numencai quota of some 30 000 Germans (not 
only German Jews) will be allowed under careful guaraa 
tees to enter the country m any single year Qearly the 
way of salvation does not he past the Statue of Liberty 
The Bntish Domimons would rationally appear to ofiEw 
a slender hope at the least for the victims of persecu 
tion It was not long since Canada was expected to hoM 
a population of 20 000 000 by this time the total has 
barely reached half that figure Austraha s three million 
square miles — approximately the same area as that of the 
United States — ^would seem to afford prospects for far 
more than its present population of 6 500 000 The sub- 
oontment of South Afnca is potentially one of the 
wealthiest areas of the world — not only because of the 
SKat mining industry m whose development Jews played 
so great a part Yet these self govermng Domimons are 
determined not to open their doors except partially and 
tinder the most ngorous conditions 
South Afnca has mdecd gone farther Once regarded 
as a land of refuge it would become (if a certam element 
m Its population had its way) a land of fiight That 
Nazi propaganda that has been described m a previous ^ 
chapter has borne its fruit m the establishment of vanohs ’ 
shirt’ movements outdoing one another m virulence 
and proposing the most sweeping restnciiaos, m the foil 
Berhn on the Jews In 1937 as a lesufi ot\ 


open antiSemrtc propaganda led hy the Nattonahst 
leader Dr Malaa an Immigration Act was passed which 
jn effect was ajnetl only against Jews and shut down 
almost completely all possibili^ of Jewish mimigratioii. 
Woisc developments are not out of the question For 
moment, it must be r^tered as a deptomble fact 
that the gates of South Africa, fonuarly looked to as a 
haven of liberty a*td opportunity are closed and locked 
and double bolted against the refugees 
If the otiiei British Domimcms are not so virulent, this 
does not imply that any of them are eager though the 
latest reports from Australia are slightly more rcassunug 
It IS announced that the Government of Victoria intends 
to submit legislation to prevent refugee physicians from 
practising m that Slate— a st»n measure prompted by the 
recent arrival of the menacing number of forty of themf 
Steps to testnet immigrants to the Domiruon as a whole 
to persons of British stock do not augur well for any 
of policy m the near future Proposals have 
ir iAppA been put forward for the establishment of Jewidi 
agncultural colomes both m Australia and m Kenya (the 
last was one of the few practical proposals put forward 
by any official representative at the Evian Conference). 
But it would be an manensdy expeaslve process and it 
does not seem as though the results can possibly be on 
a scale anything like cormnenstwate with the problem 
with whidh the world is coa&oflted Khodesia has been 
invited to find room for an agncutaind colony of five 
hundred femilias but it is already insisted that this world 
rum her Britidi character and turn the country into an 
annexe of Palestine Unless there is a drastic change of 
policy or a labour fanaue somewherem the Empire com- 
parable to that w the United States a generation ago *t 
IS improbable (aa matters now appear) that the Eoghsh 
speakmg world vriU do anythmg on a large scale to solve 
the psoblem. Yet Jewry eaniot bat bo gtatefol 
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few or smaD mercies It is difficult to rKtraui aa almost 
harrowing gratitude towards the execut \e leaders of any 
commiimty who will give refuge to a single Jewish child 
escaped from the Nazi hell 

Apart from the British Empire it would logically seem 
that the South and Central American Republics aflord 
the greatest hope Every now and agam one hears 
rumours of missions and bargams and arrangements with 
the Government of some State m Latin America (gen 
erally politically unstable and nddled with malaria) which 
IS expected to produce remarkable fruits But much the 
same thing apphes here too There are dangerous local 
currents of feelmg the same readiness to accept wealthy 
settlers and reluctance to accept poor ones the same nsmg 
tide of nationalism and prejudice the same economic 
jealousies Latm America holds already upwards of half 
a million Jews many of them of comparatively recent 
immigration It has afforded a haven for some thousands 
or perhaps tens of thousands of central European Jewish 
refugees But it is impossible to expect that under present 
conditions it can make a contnbution on a really large 
scale to the solution of the difficulties of the Jewish posi 
tion The credit for this and for attempting to attack the 
problem from the very roots can be assigned to two 
countries only One is among the oldest in the world 
the other m many respects the newest One is stupen 
dously large the other insignificantly small One is 
Russia the other is Palestme 

IV 

There is a sense in which it can be maintained that the 
Russian Revolution was responsible for the greatest act 
of Jewish emanapation since the exodus from the House 
of Bondage It released the Jews from the Pale of Settle- 
ment in which they hved a life of social and economic 
comparable with then old ^veiy It put tbem 



7 


oa 3 footing of absolute cqoahty with all the Gentaes 
m the Soviet Domiiuons It made anti Semitism illegal 
—not !>o much through love of the Jews as because it 
was considered— rightly it can eloquently be argued— a 
countej- re/olutionary weapon of the capitalist class 
Whatever Ungeing prejudices may rcmaui it can be said 
that the expenment has been generally speaking sue 
cessful In fact it can be said that the situation of 
the Jews is» m one sense more propitious in the U S S R 
than anywhere else in the world, for there positive Jew 
hatred is a criminal act 

The Jew as a self-conscious racial or imhonal umt is 
given the fullest opportunity of seS development m the 
USSR The language he has created m the Diaspora— 
Yiddish — ^13 an official State language But here is the 
flaw lu the crystal, and a jagged one The Jew as a 
religious unit is discouraged Hebrew the language which 
IS so intimately bound up with his very essence is severely 
frowned upon Of course it must be realized that the 
Christian as such and the Buddhist as such are equally 
discouraged on the ground as Lenin held that rehgion 
is the opium of the people But it remains to be proved 
what sort of a Jew the Jew can develop mto cut off 
forcibly from his roots or if he can lemam a Jew at aU 

It was quite early m the Soviet story that Jewish colo 
Dies were established There was nothing new m that 
Jewish colomes bad been flourishing in Palestine for 
sevei^l decade And even if they had not had the Palestine 
example before them it is certain that Jewish colonies 
would have been set up m Russia For the new order 
aimed a deadly blow at the very existence of the milhons 
of Jews that still survived m the former Pale of SStflement. 
They were middle men petty traders— they had never 
been allowed to be anything else Those were the very 
classes the new regime desired most ardently to hquidate. 
Some were to be mto mdmtiy Others were to 
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go on tile land whence they bad been eKcluded for count 
less centimes So the Jewish colonies aros*- chiefly m 
Crnnea in the Ukraine and on tiie Dmeper 

But the idea of the settlement m Biro Bidjan is sortiB 
thing more grandiose than that Biro Bidjan is a trai:^ 
of land two or three times the size of Palestine on the 
far east of the Soviet terntones over against the Mm 
chunan frontier It has been and is going to remain 
a tough proposition to its colonists It suffers from ex 
tremes of heat and cold it is very remote and is on the 
frontier of ugly possibihties should the day at last come 
when Japan and the Soviet are forced by the logic of their 
respective principles to decide the issue by war These 
arc the disadvantages from a purely practical aspect 

On the other hand the Jewish colonists would prefer 
to iSnd themselves faced up against the fiercest physical 
obstacles the Soviet terntones can offer them They want 
to prove that the spiritual vitality which kept them ahve 
through milleimia of contempt and persecution can now be 
apphed to the uprootmg of the shaggiest forests and the 
breaking up of the most iron sod 

The expenment started on March 8tfa 1928 when 
BiroBidjan was established as a Jewish r^on More 
recently it became the Jewish Autonomous Temtory of 
the Far East There were no Jews there m 1928 Thete 
are thirty thousand there now and though it is reported 
that the venture is at present making heavy wMth^ the 
future IS regarded with confidence in the U S S R It was' 
m these words that Kahnin expressed the attitude of thti 
Central Executive Committee of the U S S.R 

“ I colder Biio Bidjan will become m ten years the 
custodian of Jewish national culture Jewish m form but 
Somahst in content It wdl master the rule of the new 
provmce m a coopearative — and not the rapacioua 
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Yet does not Kalinin concede a great deal alniosl 
everything when he says that Yiddish culture wDl be 
Yid^sh m form but Socialist m content? Is it not almost 
as logical to say Yiddish culture wiU be YiddKh m 
form bat Nazi in content'^ 

One of two hm^ it seems to me wiU happen Either 
the Jews will completely disappear among the surrounding 
Mongol races or some form of their ancient religion wiU 
be re established among them For tdi^ion and reason 
revolve m cycles At present Rusaan needs all the 
reason she can organize to tackle her incomparable prob 
|P!mfi But when some standard of civihzed comfort has 
been estabhshed m Biro-Bidjan, will not the pendulum 
Bwmg the other way*? If the Jews still cohere as a com 
muiuty will they not find the comforts of the present and 
the planmng of the future an madequate diet? Some- 
thing of the old religious spint is bound to return as many 
are convinced it will return throughout Russia It would 
mdeed be a strange and iromc thing if the lamp of Zioa 
itself should some day receive replemshment from the 
oils of Biro-Bidjan 

In saluting Biro Bidjan, it must however be added, 
that the experiment once open, to all Jews is now re- 
stneted to those of Russia who total some two and a 
half of the sixteen mAhons It is hence only on Mount 
Zion that thete may be discerned that sohtaiy ray of hope 
which can encourage and inspire the hearts of all the 
world s Jews 


CHAPTER THIRTEEN 


ZION 

1 

Jfwish history began when the patnarch Abraham crossKi 
the Euphrates from that time onwards Palestine has 
occupied a fundamental place m Jewish life and thought 
(It IS unpressive to consider to what an extent this is 
due to the literary genius of one man the prophet Isaiali 
whose odes to Zion once uttered were embodied m the 
Jewish consciousness for all tune ) Once the entire people 
was uprooted and deported But it returned and it be- 
came a cardinal principle of Jewish belief that m Gods 
good time there would be another return to Zion 
Hence immediately after the destruction of the Jewish 
State at tihe hands of Titus and the scattering of the Jewish 
people a sort of primitive Zionism began From all over 
the world Jews sent their offenngs for the maintenance of 
the schools and academies of the Holy Land and the 
rabbis devised numerous regulations to discourage the 
survivmg Palestmian Jews from emigrating or from aban 
doning the sacred duty of cultivatmg the soil Down to 
our own day there has survived in the north of Palestine 
notably in a viDage called Pekim,^ a tiny handful of Jewish 
agncultural settlers, hardly distinguished m speech and 
way of life from the Arabs among whom they dwell and 
perpetuating the Jewish association not only with the land, 
but also with the sod of their fathers 
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Meanwhile ni their exile their fellow Jews gave up 
neither their love for nor tter daim to the land from 
which they had been forcibly dispossessed In all ages 
pilgniQS went up to Palestme—soraemnes only to pray 
but often to remain Ihroughout the centimes there was 
aevor a period so dark that some setdement however 
small was not io be found in Jerusalem and the other 
haliowed sites Even in the darkest age Jews would be 
overcome by their passionate mystical longmg for the 
land of Israel and would dare everything m, ordesr to 
transfer themselves thitfaer—notwithstanding the penis of 
the way the impartial attentions of Moslem and Chns 
ban corsairs and sometimes even the downright prolu 
bihon of tbeir temporary temporal rulers 
At the tune of the expulsion from Spam above all in 
diat fateful year 1492 numerous fugitives found there 
test at last To this penod dates the esfabUshment of 
the nucleus of the prraent Jewish settlement m Palestme— 
by no means so recent a thing as we are sometimes led 
to imagine To this penod dates too the resuscitation of 
cities like Safed and Tibenas — ^not Arab ahes in whmh 
the Jews are intruders, but Jewish cities from which the 
terrorists are seeking to oust an historical Jewish majonty 
Growing tranquillity m the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centunes fostered a more systematic reumm 
gration British interest both official and unofficial m 
the process was mtense It was not, mdeed, wholly dis 
interested for England was oveijoyerfto find ULPakstme 
a Ttimo fiiy in which it could take benevolent concern, to 
counterbalance the Russian mterest m the Gredr and the 
French m the Cathoim, Holy Places and thear votanas 
Hence at the beginning of ffie rmgn of Queen Victoria 
Great Bntam formally took all the polihcally onaffiliated 
Palestiman Jews under her protection— a state of aflain 
which continued unhl the Govemmeut of the Czars sus 
pected tha t there was a catch m the system and protested 
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But the mtcriude both illustrated and stunulated tlte 
prevailing tendency for the reassociation of the Jews with 
Palestine if possible under B-itish auspices Before the 
nineteenth century was over Jerusdiem once more oon 
tamed, as it has coutmued to do a Jewish majority 

n 

Apart from this physical urge of the Jew to Palestine— 
an urge inbred by centuries of passionate desire — ^theie 
had been a parallel movement for the re establishment of 
the Jews m Palestine os a muon This had its expiessum 
in the dreams and activittes and deceptions of a huadied 
falsa messiahs who made their appearance at mtOTals 
in every land of the Diaspora (The most spectacular of 
these was Sabbatai Zevi whose spectacular carea* had 
repercussions even in England ) These dreams were not 
confined to Jewish circles Christians too — particularly 
Englishmen — speculated eagerly on the penod of the 
piobabic return of the Hebrews to their own land on the 
means by which this could be advanced and whether it 
was to be the prelude to their general conversion or not 
These Gentile musmgs it may be noted, were not without 
their mfiueoce among the Jews it is certam for example 
that Sab1;»tai Zevi was influenced by the spixoiations of 
tfie Fifth Monarchy hfen, his father bemg factor to an 
Bnghsh mercantile house in Smyrna 

As the eighteenth century advanced, and the world 
seemed to become a little mote Civilized these lucuhra 
ttons became somewhat less visionary Men Iflce Mamba] 
Saxe and the Prince de Ligne adumbrated schemes for 
resettling the Jews m the Holy Land under their persiHial 
eegis and dunng Napbleons PaJestunan campaign ui 
1799 he summoned the Jews to enrd under Ms staa* 
dard on the tmderstanding diat as a reward he would 
restore to them their ancient land. 

The V era, with the improv 


m oo 
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eatioos jn personal seconty and m the states of Oca 
dental Jewry turned these random enthusiasms mto prac- 
tical channehi Jewish philanthropists from western 
Europe supported bv idealists from the east began to feel 
that the macquisitioa of the sod had to precede the re- 
acquisition of the country and Jewish agncultural colomes 
began to be established In 1868 the Mtkve Israel 
agricultural school was estabhshed — a turning point m 
Jewish and m Palestinian history Non Jewish idealists 
(once more Englishmen such as Lord Shaftesbury and 
ILaurence Ohphani were foremost) meanwhile adtonbrated 
concxete schemes for the restorabon of Palestine to Jewish 
sovereignty (This is a point which must be stressed 
Zionism has bean from the begimung an English move 
m«il. not merely a Jewish one) And, as the century 
advanced and it became more dear that emancipaUon 
did not provide that immediate soluUon to the difScul 
ties of the Jewish posiUon m Europe that was esepeeted, 
certain Jewish thinkers, in Oermany and m Russia, began 
to suggest that no final soIuUon to their difficulUes could 
be reached unless the Jews were reconstituted as a pohUcal 
nationality m their own land 
At the close of the century these currents converged 
to throw up one of the most remarkable persons of his 
age Theodore Herd a brilliant and stnkmgjy handsome 
Viennese journalist and playwnght, who had become con 
vmced as he watched the progress cf the Prgifus tnal 
in Pam that the a^imilatiomst solution to the “Jewish 
Problem was bankrupt He brought to bear no stnk 
mgly novel condeptions thou^ he was so far removed 
from Jewish life at the time that be thought he did 
Endowed with a fascmating personality a great 
name whole-hearted devotion, and considerable organizing 
ability he had also immense political acumm and intui 
tK)tt Hence, by the time that he died ut 1904 these 
vague and strivings for the t of the 
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Jews UQ Palestine bad become consolidated mto a wen 
oigamzed movement, which had received Governmental 
recognition and encouragement in more coimtnes than 
one (particularly England) and which bad called into 
being subsidiary organizations capable of expansion when 
the moment came Henceforth, the movement was called 
Zionism Its aims being ofEciallj defined as To establish 
for the Jewish people a home in Palestine guaranteed by 
pubhc law 

By the time of the Turkish implication in the European 
War m 1914 there were m Palestine some 780(K1 Jew® 
formmg 12 per cent of the total population Of these 
several thousands were scattered m agricultural colomes 
up and down the country In Jerusalem the jews were 
estimated at 41 000 ot its 60 000 inhabitants and they 
stdl constituted a majonty also m Tibenas and Safed 
(The idea that the present Jewish population of Palv^tme 
cons sts exclusively of very recent arrivals is a particularly 
misleading falsehood ) 

in 

The Balfour Declaration was issued by the British 
Government in November 1917 at a moment when the 
fortunes of war were (to say the least) undecided. It was 
in the follovi'mg terms 

His Majesty s Government view with favour the estab- 
lishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 
People and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the 
achievement of this object it being clearly understood tl]^t 
nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and 
religious rights of existing non Jewish communities in 
Palestme, or the nghts and political status enjoyed by Jews 
in any other country 

It IS necessary to make clear two or three points con 
nected with this histone declaration In the first place 
It was not an isolated statement On the one hand, it 
was endorsed by aH the alhcd Gov enls and subse- 
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quently confirmed by the Peace Conference on the other 
It was the culmination of a Bnh^ interest in the re- 
estabbshment of the Jews m Palestine which may be 
traced back fo” centuries and had been vigorously suo 
ported by one British statesman after the other ^ 

Secondl> though without doubt largely actuated by 
the histone sympathy of a Bible-loviug people for the 
people of the B blc it not entirely altruistic in mten 
tion It was confessedly aimed at securing the support of 
Jews throughout the world and particularly m America 
for the Allied cause Mr Lloyd George has described 
moreover how it was intended m part as a reward to 
Dr Weizmann (the great Jewish leader second only to 
Herzl m the annals of Zionism) who in its darkest days 
made a discovery of cruciai importance for the conduct of 
the war and refused any personal reward In the attempt 
to conciliate Jewish sympathies the Balfour Declaration 
was successful For relying on this promise of the British 
Government, the Jews of many countnes enlisted m the 
British forces more than one entctely Jewish battalion 
fought m the Palestme campaign (General Alienby re- 
ferred m his dispatches to their good fightmg qualities) 
and the Jewish settlement m Palestine risked its esastence 
m order to assist the British forces behind the It 
may be pointed out that this and the large-scale deporta 
tions which resulted was why the Jewish population of 
Palestme m 1918 was reduced to about 56 000 To calcn 
late the proportions of the subsequent immigrahon on the 
basis of this figure is grotesque. 

Thnrdly though it is true that vanous promises were 
made to the Arabs it is m. no case clear that any of these 
included Palestine (whose Arab population remained, for 
the most part passive those that fought did so against 
the British) Even had this not been the case fins incaden 
tal mclusion of Palestine m the Arab temtoiy could not 
vably outweigh that which dealt clearly 
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specifically and solely with that country and promised it 
to the Jews * 

Pmally the English interest m Palestine is not a remote 
one nor is the importance of Paiestme to Englmid de- 
pendent only on historic associations and religions memo- 
nes The country though smafi has an immense strategic 
lalne especially to Great Bntam It lies at what may fee 
termed the nerve-centre of the Near East — where three 
continents meet where the air routes north and south 
and east and west converge where at Haifa is the most 
significant naval base m the Eastern Mediterranean and 
the vital Iraq pipe line has its outlet where finally the 
jugular vem of the Empire the Suez Canal can be as 
saulted or defended To be m Paiestme is all important 
for Great Bntam but her solitary excuse for being there 
is the promise which she made to the Jews Finally this 
should be reahzed and it is in fact being more cli^ly 
realized from day to day that it was only the Jews who, 
before the Roman disaster gave the coun^ independence 
and significance so it is only the Jews who can give it 
independence and significance m modem times 

Hence it was by no means without importance for the 
Bnbsh Empire when the Peace Conference endorsed the 
Balfour ZJecIarahon and the Mandate for administering 
Paiestme m order to bring it to fruition was entrusted 
to England The hop^ to which this gave nsc among 
the Jews were soon disappomted More was done to safe- 

Though It IS true that various promises of mctepeadejice 
were made to the Arabs m no case was Paiestme mduded 
The Hussem MacMahon correspondence the memestndunj 
drawn up at the Peace Conference by the Einir Feisal and 
Dr Weizmann the White Paper of 1922 all conclusveijr 
prove that Paiestme was not mcluded m those Arab tern- 
tones to which independence was promisd Lawrence of 
Arabia, whose name is so often mvofced to bolster up this 
darni was a supporter of and regarded it as a. 

moveiDTOt that would help Arab prosperity 
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guard the feeim^ of the exMtmg inhabitants than to for 
Vifard the interests of the Jewi^ National Home The 
administration consisted largely of soldiers and CnhS 
Servants accustomed to dealing with natives ” n ho re- 
nted the independent attitude of Jewish immigrants who 
stood on as high a cultural level as &ey did ^emselves 
A point was made of assigning vacant lands to Arabs 
who poured m from the surrounding temtory to take 
advantage of the opportunities which now arose ^ Worst 
of aE the traditional Arab banditry sharpened by fana 
which expressed itself m penodic attacks on the 
Jewish settlements and townships was treated as a par 
donable, if not laudable display of patnotic feelmg and 
flie misplaced clemency was an invitation to repeat the 
process Hie land owning squtres the effendis meanwhile 
resented the weakening of that bold over the ignorant 
fellaheen the peasants by the introduction of new 
methods and new ideas and from the towns, where the 
nse in the pnee of land enabled them to hve in luxuiy 
tbgv incited their fefiow countrymen against the ipHai 
grants When that failed they imported gunmen from 
across the frontiers to terrorize the countiy Th^ 
however b) no means the only agents of disorder The 
official partidpahott of the Itahan Government has been 
admitted in the House of Commons, and Signor Musso 
iua never made a pretence, after the imposition of 
SancUons that a cardinal i»mt of his policy was ffie 
embarrasment of the Bntish Empire m the eastern Medi 
terranean to Which end h*s wireless station at Ban 
laboured bard and long ft has moreover been a particu 
lar exacerbation to the Jews m Palestme that the aims 


This point IS msufficiently realized A fairly considerablft 
part of the present Arab population of Palestme ct maste of 
xecsnt settlers many (perhaps most) of wh^ 
aUthorasation According to the 

of » total 3;Z50 illcssl into die eeimtry 2,870 wore 


non Jew*. 
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found on the persons of band and in their secret axsenali 
have often bera of recent German manufacture 

Stimulated m these various %ays there have been 
periodic outbreaks of violence and sabotage against the 
Jews in Palestine which have attracted the attention of 
the outside world more titan tbe^ solid achievunenfs 
The most recent began m 1936 since when the Jewish 
settlement has demonsliated for two years a most heroic 
balance and restramt Yielding to violence the Govern 
ment has attempted to whittle Jewish rights awai and has 
even been considermg plans to reduce he area m which 
Jews are allowed to purchase land and to build up then 
settlements The Royal Commission of 1937 *or example 
propiosed to solve the difficulty by a partition of 
Palestine of which a very small portion not including 
Jerusalem would go to the Jews as a sovereign State 
This solution would have claimed readier support were it 
not for the fact that it had in effect been tried already m 
J921 when the portion of historic Palestine beyond the 
Jordan was cut off from the rest of the country an opera 
tion which did not prevent the nght of the Jews to settle 
ra that part which remained from being contested 

In spite of all difficulties discouragements and even 
violence Jews have contmued to enter Palestine, until 
today the Jewish population of the country totals some 
430 000 or about one third of the whole The figures 
mdeed are not very large — espeaally when one remem 
beis the feet, too often overlooked that the mcrease m 
the Moslem population durmg the same penod was con 
siderably in excess of that of the Jewi^ Nevertheless. 
Jewsh achievement m the country m thes© postwar 
years has a permanent sigtuficancte out of all proportion 
to the area and the numbers mvolved 

IV 

This subsection is to be devoted to a subject which to 
many people might have an ahnost comic sound — a con 
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side^tstjn of the Jew m Agnculture foi which reason r 
feel that special attention should be devoted to it It is de 
hberaldv included m this chapter dealing wii Zionism 
for agriculture is m fact another Zion to the Jew of today 

It has been explained above why the Jew of the 
later Middle Aj^es was no farmer It was because he 
was driven trom the laud by force of circumstances by 
compulsion ind m the end by legislative enactment 
Time after time m place after place we find fmiid 
attempts on the part of individuals to te-establish them 
selves but as often th^ were driven out again. 

Though divorced from the soil physically in the coarse 
of the nineteenth and twenbetb centiraes individual Jews 
became immensely important to agnculture, though m a 
somewhat devious feshioii The vast extension of wheat 
growing which made possible the mcrease of population 
m the nineteenth century could hardly have taken place 
had n been left to nature to refertflize the soil m the 
nndignified old method. Saentific fertdizers—particulaily 
pota^ — ^thiis became the saviours of rnankmd and sub- 
scijuently when the natural deposits shewed signs of giving 
out, synthetic feitilizers were introduced It so happened, 
by a coincidence (I do not suggest that it is moreX that 
some of the roost important names m this process were 
those of Jews To AdoK Frank was due in the first ut 
stance the use of potash for ^ncultuial purposes Moo 
deln Caro was the discoverer of the first synthetic fer 
tihzer Above all, Fntz Haber s discovery of the method 
of the fixation of nitrogen rendered available unhmitBd 
supplies of fertilizer and thus obviated the danger— at one 
time by no means reoarte — that the soil of the entire 
world would one day be exhausted and mankind faced 
with starvation (It may be added that ft w^ largely owmg 
to Habers discoveries that Germany was able to with 
stand a world m awns between 1914 and 1918 Unfiwiun 
ately for hnn, he survived until 1934 when ho dud— 
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an exile because of his Jewish cxtrart.on) Work ta 
another direction has been done by the Amancan Lipro^j, 
of whom It has been said that the bacteria which he 
turned loose on the farms of the world have mote than 
made up for the Jews feilura m previous generaboiss 
to work on the land Finally it was a curious litlfe 
Russian Jewish idealist named David Lubm propnet® 
of a button makmg cstabhshment m the United 
who was responsible for the establishment of the Inien. 
national Agricultural Institute which has done some thing 
to introduce order and facihtate exchanges of ideas 
agnculture as a whole 

In the course of the nmetcenth century the natural 
urge to the soil was reinforced by the conviction, reached 
mdependently by more than one thinker that no 
part of the difBculty in the position of the Jewre was di» 
to the fact that they were an unbalanced people lackaig 
a natural nucleus of peasants and farmers Durmg the 
Victorian era, therefore vanous associations came it % 
being with the object of settling the Jews on the land; 
number of philanthropists (notably Baron Edmond de 
Rothschild and Baron de Hirsch) lavished wealth at^ 
enthusiasm on the cause and individual Jews m eveaiy 
country of the Western world (not exceptmg Englan d) 
withdr^ themselves from city hfe and tned whether the^ 
past two thousand years had robbed thetr hand of die 
power to guide the plough ^ 

The Jewish people has thus witnessed dunng the 
of the last century a phenomenon unique m histoiy at 
Widespread movement back to the land At the tune ^ 
the accession of Queen Victona, the number of Jeiwid^ 
agncultunsts in the civihzed world was negligible, 
day there are Jewish peasant communities, and some 
active colonies in Canada, Brazil the Argentine, Russia.^ 
Poland, and, above all, Palestine In Bessaral^ maev 
eighth of the Jewish u engaged in fonning;,^ 
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theLnitedSta^ ^^0 tXJO Jews are dependent on it The 
totd n mber of Jews throughout the world who 
look to agncultufe for their livelihood is now about 
7(K)000 The figure moreover is constantly mo rio n s 
ing-a phenomenon uuparafleled m the worid today as 
was stated earlier where the general tendency is away 
from the land It is a palpitating refutation of the general 
Idea that the Jew is by nature a man and a 

town dweller it is at the same tune a noteworthy attempt 
to solve the Jewish Problem by removing simultaa 
eously one of the most Spemous cnticasms and one of the 
most dangerous disequdibriates of the Jewish position. 

It IS m Palestine that the process has made the 
most remarkable progress Here the movements back 
to the Land and back to the land have progressed side 
fay side The idea of the resuscitation of the Jewish 
people has been lutnnately bound up with that of the 
resusatation of the histone Jewish national home once 
flowmg with milk and honey but now m great part a 
suo scorched barren waste ruined by the neglect of 
ceutunesw Land has been purchased at h^gh prices from 
the Arab owners to be treated as an unahenable pos 
session of the Jewish people for ever There has never 
been any question of expropriation m favour of the Jews 
Every square yard has be^ labonously and expenavely 
acquned the average value having risen by many times 
since the Balfour Deciarafion and former land-owners 
havmg been immensely enriched thereby Cases haw been 
comparaUvely common in which pubhc lands allotted by 
the Government to insistent Arabs have been alienated by 
them forthwith to the Jewish agencies at a swmgmg 
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More rerearkable than this has been the use to which 
the land thus acouired has been put. Scientific farmm g 
has been introduced imgation organized wells bored, 
hillsides reterraced entire ranges reafforested and swamps 
drained at an immense cost of Ine From a long distflnt^ 
off It IS possible to distmgmsh between the abonginal 
Arab village in its miserab’e setting and the, cheerful Jewish 
colony Situated on the same soil surrounded bj its 
smiling cornfields or orange groves Yet the Arab lias 
benefited immeasurably by the propaiqmty of the Jews 
The value of his holding has mcreased perhaps snefoM 
his standard of livmg has unproved he is able to parba 
jmte m the medical services which the Jews have intro 
duced and in the new roads which they have constructed 
With the draining of the swamps the malaria which was 
formerly the great scourge of the country has been nm 
tered and he shares the benefit He has a new market 
for his produce and a less wasteful method of marketing 
It Above all, he can team both from example and in 
the agricultural school set up for Arabs by the Jewish 
philanthropist Kadoone the new methods which wdl 
enable him to raise a bushel of produce where only a 
peck grew before 

There is one fmther matter of great importance which 
should be touched on here The world is made aban 
dantly aware m sedulous dispatch^ of conflict between 
Jew and Arab even though the elements of disorder 
amount perhaps to only a few thousands, perhaps even 
hundreds It is almost completely ignorant of the many 
ways in which Jews and Arabs work together m com 
plete harmony The Jews employ Arabs on the fruit 

1937 only six landless Arabs Were registered m Palestine 
and no further claims for registration were submitted. In 
one place the “landle^ faimliues setded on Government 
land deserted the settlement en bloc and engaged m work 
ere. 
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plantations in the larger jandustnal cleo 

tncily and potash and m nnscellaneons emplojniicnts ir 
the towns Hie Jews buy agncuKural produce of all 
lands from the Arabs and sell them various commodities 
in the towns I have myself frequently seen in the areas 
outside the influence of Nablus Arabs from the country 
side commg in to jom the Jewish colonists at their meals 
and in the towns (at all events till the troubles of 1936) 
there were Jews and Arabs m the same trade unions — for 
example in the railway and postal workers union At 
Haifa m an Arab Jew^ club even the gentry for 
gathered It should be reahzed that partly as a result of 
this CO operation which can and should — will go so far 
as to say wiD — ^be vastly mcreased the standard of living 
both of Jew and Arab m Palestine is now approaching the 
European level and in many cases exceeds it The Pales 
tme-Arab standard of hvmg is infinitely higher than that 
of neighbouring Arab oountnes including Egypt 

V 

Yet more important than the regeneration of the land 
has been the regeneration of the Jewish people on it There 
has never been any question of pouring into Palestine a 
miscellaneous selection of urban residents and leaving 
them to fend for themselves, or of creatmg a society of 
imddle-men talong m one another’s washing or auditing 
one another s accounts Every precaution has been taken 
to ensure that the mistakes of the Diaspora ^ouM not 
be repeated and that the new society m Palestme should 
be a balanced one It is keenly desired not to make of 
the Jews an upper class of employers thereby nimung 
the nsk of reduemg their neighbours to helotry 

And so fof the first time in the past two thousand 
years perhaps you have m Palestme a Jewish sodety 
which is soaally and omicaHy belonced. Yon do 
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not only have your clothes made by a Jew and your hair 
cut by a Jew and read books wnttcn by Jews and prated 
by Jews and bound (if they are bound) by Jew< Your 
house IS built by Jewish labour out of maternls produced 
by Jewish quarrymen it is whitev/ashed by a Jew and the 
doors are painted by a Jew and (it you \oiirsclf are not 
addicted to such exercises) the garden is tended by a Jew 
You go about on Jewish built roads m a Jew driven 
omnibus have your shoes cleaned by a Jew and call in 
a Jewish porter (generally a Georgian) to balance vour 
chest of drawers on his head when you move house 
Above all the food you eat is as far as possible grown 
m Palestine by Jewish farmers and peasants — the back 
bone and the pride of the country The process of settling 
the immigrants on the land has not gone as yet as far as 
It IS hoped to in the near futuie for the sudden uifiux 
from central Europe has thrown aU calculations out of 
gear Nevertheless some 16 per cent Palestinian Jewry 
IS dependent on the soil for its livelihood — as against only 
some 7 per cent of the popuiapon m (for example) Eng 
land You may recognize them at a glance— splendid 
bronzed young men and women their muscles massing 
against their scanty dungarees Not long since students 
and lawyers and musicians somewhere in central Europe 
now they are agncidtural labourers and proud of it 
Not less noteworthy than their achievement on the land 
IS the new life that they are endeavouring to build up m 
their settlements many of them communally run Here^ 
these new born sons of toil are endeavouring to put into 
practice some at least of the ideals of socaal jusPoe which 
the Hebrew prophets preached of old Here an attempt 
is being made to shew the world that the peasant is capable 
of developing a cultural life as nch (m music in hteraPEte, 
m thought) as the most sophisPcated bourgeois of a Buro 
p£^n capital Go to one of these setttements Enjoy for 
half a or half a week the generous hospitality whidv 
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they d spense as a luatter of course to evety stranger who 
does not waste their time and your picture of what a Jew 
IS will have to be fundamentally xeivised, 

VI 

The rebirth of the People has been accompanied by the 
rebirth of its Culture The language which the returned 
exiles speak is Hebrew^tbe Hebrew of Moses and of 
Isaiah renewed and revitah2Bd and made to express the 
requirements of the twenhetfa century The begmnings of 
the revival do not date back more than fifty or sixty years 
previous to that the language of the fatheis of the Jewish 
people, shut up between the mouldy covers of Rabbimc 
tomes was hardly more alive than classical Greek of 
Latin Withm a generation it had become once more the 
language of a people The new Jewish settlement m 
Palestine speaks Hebrew wntes Hebrew flirts m Hebrew 
swears m Hebrew the peasant speaks it at the plough the 
shopman at the coimter the newsboy at his stand. And 
this revived language has become the medium for an entire, 
new culture Books are printed m it galore history and 
b o^phy and philosophy and medicine and science and 
(of course) agriculture and technology and mathematics 
and erery other branch of intellectual activity There are 
newspapers and novels and poetry and detective stones 
(translated from English these last) and everything else 
you please 

A Hebrew sducatonal system of remarkable cotnpre 
hensiveness has been built up startir^ from the kinder 
gaxten and culminating ra a university on Mount Scopus 
— overlooking Jerusalem on the one side and the Dead Sea 
on the other Here where Titus encamped dtmng that 
great siege which was heheved by contemporanes to smash 
the Jewish spint for good that same spmt is being 
re-created m the twentieth century The Jewish settle- 
ment ra Palestrae, sUli numencaliy weak, has alrea^ 
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established itself as the heart and the biam of that poitioa 
of the JewKh people which desir«« to preserve its histone 
consciousn^s 

While Jerusalem has thus regained its histone position 
^ the inteilectuai centre of Jewx> the matenal centre 
of the new Palestme has arisen on the sand dunes outside 
Jaffa Here m I909~not quite thirty years ago~a num- 
ber of Jewish residents of the port decided to erect a 
garden city which they called Tel Aviv — the Mound 
of Spring Id a single generation this Iitde nucleus m the 
wilderness has become one of the most up-io date towns 
m the world with a population of some 150000 — ^all of 
them Jews except for some domestic servants and a few 
Bntish residents It has eve^ adjunct of a W^ern ciiy 
— a Hebrew Press a Hebrew theatre (the world famous 
Habimah and Ofiel are two companies only out of several 
publishers magistratos police fire bngade, museum, 
hbraiy hospitals, and (since the disorder of 1936) even a 
jetty and the nucleus of a port The entire city is managed 
by Jews and for Jews and the language is Hebrew It is 1 
a city which has grown (it has been said so often) with 
American speed, but on a European plan and with a Jewish i 
spmt ’ 


vn 


With the outbreak of persecution m Germany m 1933 
the rdle of Palestine sudd^y became more important 
It had generally been envisaged as a National Home m a 
somewhat sentimental sense for few persons imagined that 
It could do much to solve the physical problem of the 
persecuted and dispossessed Jew But (it was not sur 
prising for the one was the cause of the other) the rrse 
of Hitler coincided with a general economic depression, 
which made it difBcult for the German Jewish refugee^ 
to be absorbed elsewhere For various reasons, Palesuite 
not only escaped the slump, but was at the moment 
through a mmor boom. Hence it proved the only country 
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where Gemsan Jews and their brethren m distress jfroia 
neighbouring lands could find a haven in considerable 
numbers In the course of the last five years some 45 000 
of the former have been able to establish themselves m 
Palestine and twice as many more, at least, from Poland 
Rouraania Lithuania and other countnes of scant hope 

It IS a.n astonishmg record But its maportance is not 
only to be reckoned nuraencally The fact that Jewish 
Palestine could absorb these thousands has been of m 
estimable moral significance To the Jews of eastern 
Europe it has been the one jsteady star shining through 
the wrack of tempest 

For reatoember this further In other countnes the 
refugees have been adnutted for the most part only as 
it were on sugeiance A moment of xenophobia a threat 
of war some inexphcaUe mob hystena and they may be 
sent off on their wanderings again — as has happened, 
indeed, to some who found what th^ fondly imagined to 
be Jijliome China m Spam m Vienna and now 
atet^ in Rome m Milan m Sudetenland But in Palestine 
th^ are (one hopes) spared that peril Thev are there not 
on sufferance but as a right They can be Jews openly 
and fearlessly They can be wnters without being 
told that they are over intellectual or boot blacks without 
being told that they are memal or play m am orchestra 
without being told that they constitute a peril to the punty 
of the country s culture They are home. Their wander 
mgs are end^ 

vm 

But the potentiahties of the country are npt yet by any 
means exhausted In the exiguous area that has been set 
apart under the Royal Commission of 1937 as the pro 
posed Jewish State there is httiie room for expansion 
But there is a desolate area known as the Negeb stretch 
mg south beyond Jerusalem towards and beyoiBl Beer 
slmba. It IS rahabited now by only a few thousand 
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wandering Bedouin Once however before tlte Jews 
abandoned the land it was the suat of a thnvmg agri 
cultural and urban settlement Icwjsh enthusiasm skill 
and sciem-e can make it blossom aaain as tht rose With 
out this now desolate adjunct, Jewish Palestine coaid 
support tvto million souls With it the possibilities of 
setUement are enoimously increased while in the more 
fertile but neglected area across the Jordan snut oif from 
the Jews since 1921 but trjing out for a vigorous settle 
ment there would be room for a sc'^tlement of at least 
three million more Open these areas, and tlie problem of 
no small proportion of the peisecuted homeless wretched 
Jews of central and eastern Europe would be solved 
No one would be the iosfer The British would gam a 
colony of devoted foster sons guarding the most vital lint 
in ImpenaJ communications The Arabs would profit 
from the infiuit of capital the utilization of new methods 
the introduction without cost to themselves of the material 
advances for which their neighbours may have to wait for 
generations Could I do so through the medium of this 
little book. I would appeal to them I would say * Kms 
menf You have much Your territory covers many 
thousands of square miles We the Jews have none 
Will you not admit us into one corner of your vast estate^ 
We wish for nothmg for which we are not willing to pay 
at market price and far above In the re-esmblishment 
of our brotherhood there will be profit not for you 
only not for us only but for the whole world Was jt not 
the Arabs and the Jews m the earlier Dark Ages — ^when 
Europe was distracted by the wars of creed as she is today 
by the nvalries of commerce and the nightmare lies of 
race — ^was it not the Arabs and Jews who held the torch 
high on the northern bttoral of Afnca and lUummed the 
(feurknesg of the plateau of Spain'^ Let us once more 
kmdle a torch, you and we. The world is darker now 
than then " 


CHAPTER FOURTEEN 


THE FUTURE 

I 

A Jew cannot be blamed if aa he considers the present 
condition of his people his heart is fiBed with despair 
German Jewry one of the oldest and most solidly estab 
hshed m Europe has beai completely overwhelmed. 
Another great Jewry has foBowcd that of Germany mto 
the chasm withm the past few months with catastrophic 
suddenness and Jewry strains its eyes m an agony of 
apprehension to know who goes next 

The great Jewish masses of eastern Europe above all 
are m peril Today the doom mvolves more than half a 
million souls What if tomorrow it should involve five 
milhons? The prospect is too moiunful to contemplate 
but It IS so far from remote that it must be contem 
plated 

The growth of anti Semitism, the nse of economic 
nationalism and the dark shadow of unemployment have 
made it mcreasmgly difficult for even the refugees from 
central Europe to find a haven elsewhere European 
countries claim that they have reached the saturation 
pomt overseas difficulties and objections and refusals are 
met at every turn even m half empty contmente. It is 
possible but only with difficulty to discover an avenue of 
escape for a few tens of thousands But the problem m 
volves hundreds of thousands and tomorrow may involve 
milhons Where can they find admission'? 

Echo answers despainngly Where*? And the Jew 
ish refugee wonders woefully what guarantee there is that 
the anti-Seamtic spectre may not trace him down to his 
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new abode and dnve him fortii a homeless wanderer (mee 
again after a longer or shorter period —first stripping him, 
of course of anything he may have accumulatsKi in the 
roeantime In Palestine only is there any prospect of 
permanence for him but not m a Palc^me racked by 
Arab terrorism nor in a Palestine reduced to the siise 
of an Enghsh county— the two alternatives (if they 
are alternatives) with which Jewry now seems to be 
faced 

Gone m any case are the old days when the emigrant 
could land penniless and earn his living forthwith with 
spade or needle Today emigration must be planned and 
subsidized It is calculated that no l«s than £50(X)0000 
as a muumum would be needed to finance the transference 
and resettlement of German Jewry alone— a stupendous 
amount The rehef efiorts organized by Jewry during the 
past few years have been magnificent the burden of raising 
such a sum m addition to the sum to which they are 
already committed, is beyond their utmost capacity It 
cannot be expected they will receive any really sohd 
assistance from non Jewish sources 
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It is almost perhaps quite impossible to solve the 
problem of the German-Jewisfa persecution by the trans- 
ference of Its victims to fo-ei^ countnes There i^ 
however one place where the problem can be solved with 
ease — and that is Germany with that half the difficulties 
of the Jews m neighbounng countnes would vamsh auto 
maixcany I mean of course, that the problem would be 
solved if the German Government rescinded its ofBaal aiih 
Semitic policy wherewith it has mflicted on hundreds of 
tbousamds of its nationals untold anguish and on the 
gteat name of Germany a dishonour wBuch it wiU take 
generations to expiate 
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It may sound a Iitfle crazy but surely if there is any 
lesson to be drawn from history we can permit ourselves 
to believe that some day— perhaps sooner than we dare 
hope — the German people will return to sanity and 
the accepted standards of public decency wiD a gam prevail 
there With that if there are any Jews left who have not 
committed suiade or died of heart break and slow starve 
bon, ihe problem will subside hhe a sand-castle in an 
approaching bde 

I do not delude myself mto believing that this would 
mean an immediate return to the conditions which pre- 
vailed before 1933 The virus of anb Semibsm has been 
mjected too deeply mto the vems of tihie German people 
for them to throw off the sickness at once and permit an 
immediate and umversal renewal of former fio nditinns 
But on the day a civilized regime is re established m 
Germany life would become tolerable again for whatever 
Jaws survived, and a giganbc load would he removed 
from &e mmds and hearts of all hberal minded people 
beyond her borders. 

But It would be folly to behcve that that day is very 
close at hand It is now too late to hope that a universal 
and concerted expression of the world’s abhorrence will 
cause the Nazi Govemirrent to swerve from the course 
which it has chosen — ^though the trumpet-call of a Glad 
stone to waken and proclaim the horror of manifcmd, 
might have had some effect a few years ago 

None the less some of the extravagances of persecution 
might even now be modified Dictatorships whatever 
they may pretend, are extremely sensibve to outside 
opinion for instance they need money to finance the 
fabulous expenditures on arms and public show without 
which they would soon coipe crashing down. Nor despite 
their rigid control Of Press and radio can they indefinitely 
Withhold from their own people the knowledge of the 
world s honor or sbfle its sense of shame 
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Tlicrc u ccrtamly one outragcons abuse which the out 
side world has the nght as well as the duty to see removed: 
I need not again discus!* the ethics of the German Govern 
ment s action in seeking to thrust its Jewish nationals be- 
yond Its frontiers But that the oiaAnizud theft of all their 
possessions IS repellent criminal behaviour cannot be 
argued If that were aU the world bomg the world it is to- 
day might find it enough to announce its horror and leave 
It at that But It IS not all If half a million paupers 
are foisted upon it, it can only exterminate them a dis- 
agreeable and unlikely process or its chanty take charge 
of them And that would be an imposition so monstrous 
that It neither could nor should be borne Is there anj 
chance even a faint ore that such factors in the situa 
bon as the Evian conference have made it clear to the 
German Government that it wall have to modify its policy 
if not of expulsion then of wholesale theft‘s 

One suggestion for the solution of this aspect of the 
present difficulty has indeed been put forward and de- 
serves consideration The Nazi State looks forward to 
the creation of a Germanic State consisting of all Teutons 
and IS even now engaged in an effort to bring under the 
German fl^g all those hvmg under another rule It is as a 
ooroUaiy of this process of establishing a iian Teutonic 
and ramally pure ” State that they desire to rid them 
selves of all non Aryan subjects The su^estion made 
IS that Germany should be generously assisted in her object 
by having all the millions of Germanic Aryans hvmg 
abroad shipped back to Germany and allowing German 
non Aryans expelled from then native land to take their 
place This would clearly not affect the state of employ 
ment or the economic position of any country inrolved 
There would similarly be no difficulty in allowing the 
transfer of the emigrants assets as there is at present 
for a clearing house could be set up to organize this It 
IS an ble and mgemons suggesbon, though hardly 
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Hkdy to commend itsdf to a mentality which considers 
honesty a virtue admirable only m others Nevertheless, 
as an instrument for enforcing fair play it clearly deserves 
careful consideration 


in 

1 would like to address a word here to the decent normal 
Englishman who breathing the atmosphere of anti Semitic 
propaganda during the past few years has come to imagine 
that, after all there may be something m the charges 
agamst the Jew 

It would be enough to recognize that the Jew hke 
every other people is a product of his history and that 
oppression at the hands of his neighbours may be re 
sponsible for the less fortunate aspects of his condition 
today that to be unbalanced economically may be a mis 
fortune, but is no crime that in an ideal world each man 
does the job for which he is best fitted without regard 
to racial ongin or rehgious antecedents that the vices of 
individuals should not be taken to be charactenstic of a 
people and that every man has a right to equality of 
treatment and of opportunity Put this policy into action 
Disregard for instance the concentration of Jews in cesrtam 
callmgs — a transient phenomenon and one without real 
significance Remember that you yourself can hardly 
fail to have Jewish blood m your veins and that your 
Jewish neighbour probably has Christian blood m his 
Tteat him as an equal and a fnend Do all this and 
withm a generation a good deal of the Jewish Problem ” 
will have passed— together with no small proportion of the 
Jews as I must add with some regret It is the old liberal 
soluton which worked so long as it was allowed to and 
which will one day be allowed to work again 
The stubborn res duum would be undennined were the 
uhunate religious basur of anh e ted other 
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by refraining to accentuate m church ano & ndergaiten tils 
part of the Jews in the Cri c fix on -ir h> pc nt ng out, 
from the very beginumg at every possible opptrtusity 
that responsioflity for st was confined to a very smal] pro 
portion of the extremely remote ancestors of some of the 
Jews of today I cannot help stating my view once more 
here in the last chapter of this httie book as I did m the 
first, that this differentiation of the Jew and the as^iption 
to him of personal responsibility for a great Crime- 
implicit in our elementary education m public wor^ip 
and indeed m some of tiie major works of our literature 
— ^still today lay the basis for the anti Semitic feeling 
that becomes rationahzed at a later state of life wuh sia^ 
evil con^uence 

To my fellow Jew's I would be so bold as to make a 
suggestion Thev are an estimable section of society they 
know It they can hardly help knowing it but there is no 
reason why some of them should so loudly insist upon it. 
It IS a fine achievement to make two blades of grass grow 
where one grew before but it is not particularly clever for 
SIX Jews to go out of their way to attract as much attention 
as twelves. Non Jews often hear with sceptical surprise 
that there are only 350 000 Jews m this country they 
know they say more ttian that number themselves There 
IS nothing cmmnal m this lack of restramt It is no doubt 
good for trade whmi a Jewish wedding is celebrated widi 
a maximum of ostentation m a fashionable hotel in Park 
Lane. The road houses with a Jewish clientele have 
doubtless brought relief to many desolate agncultun^ 
areas Young Jewish tailors from the East End clearly 
have as much right to talk at the top of their voices tB 
a pubhe place as an Oxford undergraduate of Nbrtuan, 
descent All this is doubtless true But such condtmt is 
tacUess and it is unwise, Zf the 350 OOB Jews m this 
country gave the appearance of bem® 175 QQO instead o4 
3 OOO 000 no one would be the worse and their 
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outlook and that of their unfortunate corretigiomsts 
who would gvc up years of life to be admitted here — 
would be brighter 

One cannot bat commend, for umvemal support and 
universal imitation^' — even in this country — the experiment 
m economic decentrahzatton which has already Triads such 
strides m certain parts of the world 1 repeat once agam 
that I can see no reason why all Jews should not be 
doctors provided that they are good doctors or why thi^ 
should not be costumiers, prowded that they make good 
costumes But this ovo'-ooncentratio'i, usually forced, in 
certam specific urban callings obviously (however dlogic- 
ally) attracts adverse commit and m the present state of 
public opinion it is clearly unwise By marking off the Jews 
as a separate entity economically as well as religiously and 
cthiuc^y it adds to theur unhkeness and therefore to their 
potential unlikeabihty Moreover this traditional economic 
distribution of the Jews is bang tmdennmed by the rising 
tide of economic nationahsm on the one iWd and of 
State sociahsm on the other coupled with the growth of 
great mdustnal and commercial ccuporations m ‘^hich 
(particularly m the United States of Amenca) the Jew 
finds difficulty m obtaining employment Hence^ even at 
normal times the urbanized Jewry to which we are accus- 
tomed finds ds position threatened. 

Interest, therefore ^ well as tact, pomts- to an attempt 
at economic redistribuhon, a leversiqn to manual labour 
a return to the sod the re cmhon of an agncidtmal pro 
letanat This indeed, is taking place besfore bur eyes in 
Soviet Russia mid m Jewish Palestine and is being um 
tated on a smaller scale (tpider the auspices of oiganiza 
tions aucb as the Ort osss) in other countnes as well 
But the example must spread. It should be developed m 
England too— English Jews might well lead the whole 
country m a return to the Sod and the Jewish father as 
be plans his son’s fimire should lealize that a fanner 
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js as useful to huraaojty as a chartered accountant A 
more even distribution vs-ould not on!v t'^kc away one 
cause (or at least pretext) for anU Si^nutism it would 
establish the Jewish comraumtv on a broader base less 
susceptible than it has been in tht immediate past to the 
sudden storms of economic depression 

IV 

I confess that these are mere palliations of maladies 
which the return to the liberal traditions of the last cea 
tury both here and on. the Continent would go a long 
way towards eradicating 

But I would like to conclude by the consideration of 
a more fundamental inquiry We ha\e looked at tte 
past of the Jews It has not been bright We have looked 
at the present It is full of gloom and menace What of 
(he future*? Will the Jews survive*? 

To a certain extent the survival of the Jews is a matter 
of our own vohtion We can decide whether we shall 
marry Jews and Jewesses or whether we shall not We 
can decide whether we shall bring up our chfldren awate 
and proud of their Jewsb heritage or ashamed of it or 
Ignorant The determination to do these things has been 
immeasurably increased by the pressure of recent anti- * 

Semitism I do m fact, believe that if the world were "" 

to become one vast mghtmare of Nazi anti Semitism, t 
Jewry would be more mveterately implanted in the land 
scape of the world s people after the nightmare had rolled 
away than before | 

There are some who hold that if there had been no 
Hitler there would have been within a measurable space i 
of time no Jews They point out that the Jews of western ^ 
Europe and Amenca, for instance belong in the m am to « 
&e mtellectualized urban element which from the demo^ ^ 
graphic point of view is tending towards annihilatioii, n 


THE 


Like the professional and business classes among fheir 
neighbours they are affected bv a low marnage-rate and 
a birth rate which is by now insufScient m many places 
to keep the population up to its present level Unlike 
their neighbours moreover the Jews no longer have a 
reservoir of population from whicn^the defictenGy can 
be recruited I have spoken of the possibility of the total 
disappearance of Jews as Jews from Russia. Even in 
Poland where if anywhere there is now a Jewish prole- 
tariat there is a lower mamage-iate and a higher marriage 
age among Jews than among the general population In 
the present Hungary the Jewish population has decreased 
from 470 000 to 430 000 during the past twenty five years 
and at the present time the death rate is actually higher 
tban the birth rate In Germany the Jewish population 
was 615 000 in 1910 and hardy exceeded 500 000 in 
1933 and it is reckoned that, had Herr Hitler delayed his 
coming for a few decades, he would have been compelled 
to import Jews as a popular bugbear as the natives would 
almost have died out 

But the fact 13 Hitler has not waited He has come 
Or rather he has come agam- It is to us particularly 
grievous that it is to Gennany he has come back 

We have been in Germany so long. We were there 
with the Romans oentunes before the ancestors of most 
of the present inhabitants We have contributed so gener 
ously to German Merature music saence art and theatre 
with a Heme a Mendelssohn an Emstein* a Liebermann, 
a Reinhardt. When it came to dying, as in the late Great 
War wn did our share generously too (though 1 met a 
German lad m Hyde Park some httle tune ago a leader of 
the Hiil&'fugend m Wismar who told me quite seriously 
that not a single Jew bad fought m the German army 
durin g the war He had read it in hw Nazi text book) 
Supposing some archangd said to tne You see what 
IS happenmg to the Jews m G today Sonarthing 
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of the sort happened to the Jews five ainturtcs eailtar ^ 
m Spam and five centiints earlier in north Africa Some- 
thing of the sort will happui to the Jews tue ceatones 
hence God knows whert. in Mexico or Manchuna U is 
bound to happen again History shows these agonies 
recur m cycles of fiv# hundred jears I* is a Lw of nature 
The word reits on jour lips If you utter it the Jews vnU 
cease to exist If you do not die Jews continue They 
continue to dower the peoples with science and scholar- 
ship poetry and music to animate the world with the 
Messianic hope they have earned about with them 
from century to century from countiy to country But j 
five hundred years from now Titus will come again. 
Torquemada will come again Hitler wUi come agam. 

You remember that it is an archangel speaking He 
has left the decision with me I should decide, if Hitkx 
must come again I would rather there were no Jews 
him to come back to I would recall the pulped flesh of 
Jewish prisoners m concentration camps the small wincing 
children isolated like lepers in the schools, the dispossessed i 
lawyers and teachers shuffling from gutter to gutter more f 
tragic in the cold slow certemty of their doom than the *' 
spectacular victuns of pogrom I would remember thesei, ‘ 
and decide I pray you Archangel let there be no ^ 
more Jews And I can bnng m3rself to believe that % 
there are few Jevra who would not pronounce idsntK^ i‘‘| 
words 'ts 


But no archangel is m the least likely to put this augort ^ 
decision mto my hands The cycle of histoiy will or wfiJ ^ 
not. revolve agam a fresh era of Jewish suffering If , 
world IS disposed mto a scheme m any way resembling US 
present economic and national patterns I think U wiH^ 
But I am Tennysonian enough to beheve that despite theses 
cychcaJ relapses mto savagery each time we do not re^psW^ 
so far as before, I sometime beheve tJiat, as 
AttilB and Hitler there are a few points m Ifrtler’B favoiqr*^^ 
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I coraol© myself that when the next Hrfler ccaaes he will 
be a little gentler than this ona 
In the meantinje— we go on • We will not give up the 
battle Jewish lads and saaideos win many each other 
they will bnng up their children m flie consciousness of 
being Jewish So I oome back to my basic question. 
Will Jewry survive’ But that, after all is merely an 
attempt to anticipate history I wish therefewe to inter 
pose a more important quesuon—more important because 
it IS a moral one. Should Jewry survive’ And my answer 
sums up the mtenhon of this book and the feehng that 
underhes it 


V 

We should survive I say First, because of our hen. 
mge. We have given to the^ world the concepts of moral 
law and of the One God. We gave the world its supreme 
Book That was wMe we ware shll a nation When 
we ceased to be a nation in the sense that we bad one land 
to be our hearthstone and one language to give expression 
to our dreams, we still continued to create and to interpret. 
I behove that there k a great d<ai of fine literature and 
art and music for us to create fine philosophy for us to 
expound which would never be created or expounded if 
we allowed purselves to be absorbed among ihe^peoj^es 
where we live. We should stttvive because wc have shown 
for two thousand years that it la a stronger thing to have 
no armies and naviM thmi to pOssMs armies and navies 
We have had mdrwdual soldiers of great gallantry and 
mdJvjdual genefaJs of gyeat wisdom But they have ftmo 
tioned as Aotencans o^ Australians not as Jews. If 
the utmost that some Jews hope from Ztonism is achieved, 
even a Jewish Home which is completely autono 

tnous it will hot a r«^ hfl«i with tanks and fieid-guns 
Assyria, fegypt topedal Rome had great armies They 
are dead, and we hve. Naa y « bufldmg a greater 
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army than any of theirs We shall ouihve Naaa 
Germany 

Secondly I bdieve the Jew should survive precisely 
for the same rei^on tliat I want the Red Indian and the 
Basque to survive the Welshman and the Comishman the 
New Englander and the New Mexican From day to day 
the world tends to become more and more monotone and 
monocnrome The forces of standardization mechaiaza 
tion mass production hang heavily over us fattening hke 
lead coloured clouds our worlds briUiant diversity We 
hsten to the same music on the air whether we are Eskr 
mos or Hottentots We read the same syndicated articles 
in the newspapers Giant liners and aircraft obliterate 
all our fnintiers We must hang on to what separates ns, 
our traditiom our folic song and dance lest we boic each 
other and ourselves to extinction For Gods sate, as 
D H Lawrence once cried out Let us hang on to the 
Sacred Differences! 

There is a third reason why we should survive It is 
less magnanimous than the two others I have brought for 
ward It 18 this It is merely a matter or the devil in 
m or the sm^ boy in us What*^ Did Titus did Torque^ 
mada, want to fimsh us oS*^ Does Hitler want to ffdsb 
usoff'^ To the devil with them’ WeshaDgoonl 

If It wanted any argmng these are the arguments why 
we should survive But the fact is whether we should or 
should not whether we want to or do not, we wdl survive 
We cannot help it Whatever our friends or enemies do to 
us whatever we do to ourselves we go on Why we go 
on with this gnm impenshable persistence, God only 
knows 

It may be that we are a Chosen People but that is an 
idea 1 personirfly prefer to drop What with the Chosen 
People called Japanese and the Chosen people called G«i> 
mans, there are too many competitors m the field No I 
do not thmk we were ch(»eQ any more than the Chalda;an» 
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or the Id or the Jehnsttes. We stalled ofl as a 

handful of nomad families who cohered into a tribe. 
The tnbe swore blood brothership with a group of kindred 
tnbes These associated tnbes who were almost a race by 
this tune had double luck They chanced to survive those 
tabes who would have swamped them They chanced to 
mingle witn those tnbes who in combination with 
produced a cerlam strength, a certam vitality which has 
been and is inextinguishable It is the attractive conten 
tion of some histonans that the two predominant eiftnnftnfa 
m the Jewish mixture were Semite and Hehernc From 
the Semite Hebrews we received the mtegnty and strength 
of the desert, the backbone which made us survive From 
the Hellenio Philistmes whom we overcame and with whom 
we intermarried bountifully we received the Mediterranean 
hveimess and sense of beauty which made na worth sur 
viving We Jews survived because of a fortmtous combma 
ton of fortunate diements In that same way we humans 
survived as agamst the mammoths and brontosaurs be- 
cause of a combination of happy glands 

What is this Jewish vitah^? I think rt is not a matter 
of quality but of quantity We are whatever we are with 
more mtensity tlm other peoples If we are pleasant, 
we can be enchantng if we ate unpleasant, we can be 
revoltmg We thnve on persecution and mtolerance n 
Hitler had wanted to get nd of his Jews really efflaently 
he should have given them the free run of aQ the 
wme cellars and musical comedy choruses in the 
country 

It IS a fact that durmg the ages of enlightenment as 
they are sometimes called^ we lose through assimilation 
and mtemamage some of our best sons and daughters to 
the Gentiles around us I think there is some justice m 
that — v/e receive and we give 5ut however much we 
give or however much is takm from us by forced con 
version to the glory of God or mass ere to the gkxcy 

m 



THE JEWISH PROBLEM 


of tho Dcfv3 the core of us remains Jt is a core wlap 
js irrefraugible, hke diamond Nothing can break it, ac 
oven the soift dnp, dnp dnp of the waters of kindness 
IS a radioactive core which gives olGt countless parueje 
of energy yet remains unexhausted and mexhaastibk 
Understand I use words like diamond and “radMi 
active not as expressions of merit but as a physaa. 
might use them to express by analogy natural charae 
tensUcs 


What is this thing that survives who are we peopl 
that survive? We are a race, says Herr Hitler But w 
are not a race many biologists will teU you. We ar 
not a religion for some of the most fervent Jews at 
among the least religious We are not a nation m an 
poliucal sense though some Jews have political aspiration 
m the direction of a renewed nationhood We are not 
moral or Messiamc impulse. What are we? Each C 
us is an amalgam of all these elements in vatying degree 
In some of us some of these elements preponderate i 
others other elements In any given generation som 
Jews are destmed to cany on the Jewish destmy to th 
generation that is to come other Jews are not so destmec 
Of these that are not so destined some disappear into th 
worlds peoples as completely as a small shower dis 
appeals mto- tiie Sahara some others thmk tht^ have dis 
appeared to the fourth and the hftb generatum* tih 
Hitler anses and disinters them and eixposes them to con 
tempt and persecution. 

But 1 have said that, in any given generation soot 
Jews are destined to carry on the torch the tradition On 
destiny I thmk it is not a common seiise of race c 
religion, of colossal tradition, of moral impulse, 
makes Jewa of them though each or all of these ma'' 
ftmctiom It u a sense of decency it v a sense of loys^ 


THE 


When I meet a Jew and he meets me we saliite m each 
other without knowing it the conqueror of Titus and Tor 
quemada and Httier I know that he will need my help, 
and I will need his five hundred years from now We 
cannot fail each other We will go on 

There is another knowledge we bear with us, some 
of us obscurely too deep for words some of us clearly 
and we render it m word or sound or stone It is not 
only that we need each other but that the world needs us 
We have stood since our beginnings for certain values 
which the world would dhensh without us but with us 
chenshes more bravely and contmuously We have stood 
for the idea of One God, for Peace throughout the Lauds 
for Love to All Men The treatment of us is a touch 
stone of a laud s chivalry Where thmgs are well with us 
there the newer values flourish Religious Liberty 
Democracy the Right of Free Speech Where things go 
ill these values sicken and soon after those older values 
follow 

The world needs us We cannot fad each other We 
wfll go on 
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